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View your Roundabout
in colour!
On your mobile!,

On your computer!

Anywhere, any �me!

Dr Michelle Conning
BHB MBChB FRNZCGP

Dr Stephen Wong
MBChB Dip.Obst.Paed FRACGP

Grad Dip Sports Med

Dr Su-Lin Boey
MbChb DCH FRNZCGP

Dr Rorie Brown
BSc MD CFFP

Dr Vivien Teh
MBChB MRNZCGP

Tel 09 817 8069, Fax 09 817 8067 -PO Box 60107, Titirangi,

Get more involved in your community.
The Roundabout team would love to see
you.
The Roundabout is a totally voluntary
organisation using editorial and wri�ng
skills, desktop publishing, computer
graphics, printing, logis�cs and
administrative skills.

If you have any of these skills or just want
to catch up on what is happening in the
neighbourhood, come along to the
Laingholm Village hall on the first
Wednesday of each month.
Help with colla�on, have a good gossip
and a great morning tea. You will not
regret it.

https://theroundabout.org.nz
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OURNEXT ISSUE
Thenext publica�on date is 4th May 2022
The deadline for ALLcopy is

Friday 23rd April 2022

PAYMENT
Invoicesfor adver�sements appearing in the

Roundabout will be sentmonthly by the Roundabout
Society. Theymay be paid via internet banking to:

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00

Prompt payment is always appreciated

MONTHLY ADVERTISINGRATESAND SIZES

FULLPAGE(180 x 267 mm) $91

HALFPAGE(180 x 132 mm) $47

THIRDPAGETall or wide(180 x 88 mm) $36

QUARTERPAGE(89 x 132 mm) $29

COVERADVERT(89 x 54 mm) $27

SIXTH PAGE(89 x 88 mm) $23

CLASSIFIED(Upto five lines) $10

CLASSIFIED(Eachaddi�onal line) $2

April 2022 Vol 57/2

Chairman: Graeme Booth Treasurer: Doreen Sunman
Secretary: Frances Rodden Accounts: Gina Towl

Coordinator: Printer: Neil Thomas
Advertising: Keith Towl Production: Kevin Gill
Circulation & Deliveries: Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995

Contact Phone No: 817-4658

MANAGING COMMITTEE FORTHE ROUNDABOUT

editorial@theroundabout.org.nz
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com

theroundabout.org.nz

https://editorial@theroundabout.org.nz
https://theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com
https://theroundabout.org.nz
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Chairman's Annual Report for 2021
The fact that I'm delivering the annual report for 2021 in 2022 perhaps says what a disrupted year
we have had thanks to Covid in its various versions. In the last annual report I had a similar story to
tell and hoped that the following year would see us return to some form of normality. Well it wasn't
be and we had to revert to online-only editions on several occasions. It wasn't practical to collate the
Roundabout in the traditional way because we couldn't risk the health of our great team who turn up
every month to put it together.
But it wasn't all gloom, doom and despondency. We didn't charge our advertisers for the months
where we produced on-line versions only but several very
generously kept paying us just the same. We thank them for
their support.
While on the subject of thanks it's an appropriate time to
acknowledge the outstanding work of Michael Allen who has
compiled the Roundabout for the past five years. When Audrey
White died in 2014 and Vic followed her just a few months
later after many years of producing the Roundabout I wondered
if it might spell the end of our publication. But a meeting in this
hall showed that there was support for continuing on and
Michael played a pivotal role in getting it back running and has
given many hours to it since then. Michael has decided to stand
down but we hope we will see him at compilation days in
future. My thanks to Kevin Gill who has stepped into his shoes
and will no doubt carry on Michael's legacy.
I'm pleased to report that the Roundabout is on a sound
financial footing, as you will see from the balance sheet to be
presented at this meeting. We have been able to make small donations to Laingholm School, Huia
Museum, Laingholm Baptist Church who provide meals for folk in the community, and
Laingholm.net who assist needy folk with grocery parcels.
Finally I want to sound a word of warning, although it's certainly not an impending catastrophe. The
Roundabout has been going since 1965 and many of those who serve on the committee, provide
articles, sort out advertising, carry out the printing and arrange the deliveries were around in that
year too. Of course a lot of time has gone by since then and most of us are getting on in years. So
we have got to try to ensure we have younger people able to take over the Roundabout when the
present committee and supporters can no longer carry on. I realise that those who are bringing up
children and trying to hold down two jobs are limited in the time they have available. Maybe those
who are “empty nesters “ or recent retirees could be encouraged to join the management committee
or become involved in some other way with our publication?
Graeme Booth M.N.Z.N.
Chairman
The Roundabout Society Inc
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Operation Possum Blitz
Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand.

They are destroying our forests, our gardens and eating our bird’s eggs.

Right now, they are seeking a cosy spot to breed

and spend the winter, possibly in your shed, garage or roof.

Right now is the time to set your Timms Traps

Phone June on 817 8315 or Linda on 817 4338 for a Timms Trap

Email: op.possumblitz@hotmail.com $45 to purchase a Timms Trap

(Instructions will be given . . . . . . . )

This is a voluntary project, supported by Biosecurity, Auckland Council

The Forgotten Suburb
We’re over it, aren’t we? We’ve had enough of
mask wearing, QR codes and social distancing.
It would be nice to look at someone and know
that they can actually see your smile. We’re
being encouraged to hang in there, it shouldn’t
be long now, we’re through the worst, we have
the best vaccination rates… But the numbers
are bigger – the infections, hospitalisations and,
sadly, the deaths. And we’re heading into winter.
It’s getting darker in the evenings, the rain has
come and the flu vaccination will be available
soon. On the bright side, the borders are
opening up and MIQ will soon be consigned to
history. We’ll be able to travel overseas – and
get back again – more easily. Tourists and
seasonal workers will return. We’ll be back to
normal.

Or will we? March madness hasn’t been quite so
mad this year. Omicron has kept households in
isolation. So many people are working from
home that it’s reduced the number of cars on the
road and the number of passengers on public
transport. Tertiary students have got used to
attending lectures on line. Zoom meetings, face
time and skype have become the new normal
way to connect with people.

Covid 19 has forced us to stop and take stock of
the way we live. Before we try to remember what
we were doing at the beginning of 2020 when the
pandemic started and then pick up where we left
off, let’s ask ourselves if that daily commute is
really necessary. Are there more places to see in
New Zealand rather than holidaying overseas
every year? Walking around Laingholm during
the lockdowns was such a joy – meeting and
chatting to other residents, who you used to just
whizz past in your car, and exploring every bush
track in our suburb. Many of us cleaned out
cupboards, completed craft projects or spruced
up the section. Let’s not forget the good things
Covid taught us and carry them forward into the
new normal.

Laingholm Local
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Last but not least, thank you Laingholm, Parau and Cornwallis 

communities for your trust. The end of an era for me but your 

real estate adventures shall continue with Bronwyn and The 

ProAgent Team. All the best! 

Regards,

Gaston 

The Real Estate Update

My name is Gaston and I have worked in Laingholm as the local real estate agent since 2010. For 

those who do not know me, I am Argentinean and I started this job from scratch. At the time, I 

knew nobody and I had no experience in real estate. Little by little I started meeting the local 

residents, mainly of Laingholm but also Parau, Cornwallis and Titirangi.

It has been hard work, but with passion and enthusiasm, I feel I’ve achieved a lot and I am 

deeply grateful for it. I hope that my presence (and Bronwyn’s) in the local area has helped the 

local community and people in one way or another. The initiation of the Laingholm Community 

Facebook Group, community events such as the Tango night, of course Halloween (so much fun!) 

and the Laingholm School charity auction (what an event, such good memories!).  And my favourite 

so far has been the coffee truck that Bronwyn and I started! Just seeing your happy faces enjoying 

the free coffee has been priceless - loved it!

So, it has been a good while in sales, and helping people move on with their life, but now it’s time 

for myself and my Colombian wife to go back home to our family. Our parents are getting older and 

we are not there to enjoy time with them, and our nephews who are getting bigger, hardly know us.

The good news is that my friend and business partner of 5 years, Bronwyn Scott-Woods and The 

ProAgent Team, co-agent Adrian Gomez and our talented  P.A Sarah Smith, will continue working 

in the area, offering the same friendly, professional real estate service. 

Leaving real estate aside, I’ve have seen in Bronwyn a person of excellence. She is absolutely 

committed to helping people and is a beautiful, genuine person. With her years of local real estate 

experience and her friendly approach, you are left in good hands. And with that being said, my new 

role will be about training and mentoring new agents. I feel that I can help new agents transform 

themselves to not only be successful agents but genuine and caring ones.

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE?

Ray White Titirangi | Austar Realty Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

Gaston
Coma
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CRISPY POTATOES WITH CHORIZO

SPICY SAUCE
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
2 Cloves Garlic - chopped
1 Small Red Onion - chopped
2 Teaspoons Paprika
400 Gram Tin Tomatoes or fresh Tomatoes – chopped
2 Tablespoons Tomato Paste
1 Teaspoon Brown Sugar
½ Teaspoon (or less – to taste) Chilli Flakes
Salt & Pepper to taste

Cook garlic and onion in oil for 3-4 minutes. Add other ingredients and cook for 10 minutes.

POTATOES
800 Grams Potatoes (scrubbed and cut into chunks)
2 Cloves Garlic
2 Tablespoons Olive Oil
1 Chorizo Sausage - sliced
2 Tablespoons Rosemary Leaves - chopped

Place potatoes, garlic and oil on a tray lined with baking paper and bake for 15 minutes at 180 degrees, add chorizo and
rosemary and cook for a further 15 minutes. Serve in bowls, topped with sauce and a sprinkle of feta cheese.

CHEESE & PEPPER MUFFINS

1 Cup Wholemeal Flour
1 Cup Flour
½ Teaspoon Salt
2 ½ teaspoons Baking Powder
2 Eggs
1 Cup Milk
3 Tablespoons Vegetable Oil
2 Tablespoons Chopped Parsley
1 Teaspoon of any other Herbs you may have growing in the garden
1 Pepper - chopped
100 Grams Tasty Cheese

Mix all of the ingredients together and place in muffin pans and bake at 190 degrees
for 20 minutes. You can also add a little chilli powder to the mix and put slices of
cherry tomatoes on top before baking.

AUTUMN WONDERS
FROM ADRIENNE PEEK



The Roundabout Volume 57/2 April 2022 - 11 -

Hi, my name is Anna.

Laingholm based I offer full accoun�ng and ad-
visory services for Small and Medium busi-
nesses.

I also offer prac�cal advice and help to grow and
streamline your business, including startups.

To have a chat,

call - 021 222 8702

email - anna@accountonme.co.nz

www.accountonme.co.nz

“Not just your calculator, your compass too”

http://www.accountonme.co.nz
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Book Reviews
GEORGE WADSWORTH & IAN JOHNSON

This Much is True by Miriam Margolyes

This autobiography tells the author’s life story from
when she was born in 1941 to when she was 80 -last
year. What a ride she takes the reader on. For some,
parts are disgus�ng and hard to read so this book is
not for everyone. But if you can get to the end ( as I
managed) she comes across as a highly successful
actress ‘entertainer, ac�vist for social jus�ce and a
person who is not afraid to stand up and be
counted, whether dealing with American film
producers, sta�ng her views about Israel, Brexit, UK
poli�cians and much more

From the Centre A writer’s life by Patricia Grace

A more different life experience from ”This Much is
True” would be hard to find. Patricia Grace’s
autobiography is a compelling read. It highlights in a
straigh�orward way how she coped with growing up
as a Maori, the way she was treated, and later the
problems faced by her iwi in keeping a small por�on
of their ancestral lands. Along the way she trained as
a teacher, played sport and met her husband Dick
Grace.

Together they taught at rural schools with a mainly
Maori roll. Eventually she was able to write full �me.
This book gave me a greater understanding of the
struggles Maori have had with colonisa�on and land
issues as it is a personal account from a person of
great Stature. Definitely worth reading and
absorbing

This month some books under the broad genre of
music are noted. The real gem of this bunch is a
locally published book, Cover Story: 100 Beau�ful,
Strange and Frankly Incredible New Zealand LP
Covers Volume One, Steve Braunias (Ora�a Media,
2021).
Selected from over 600 LPs (vinyl) that were
recorded, produced, printed and released by local
record companies from the 1950’s to the late 1980’s,
the covers discussed are from the author’s own
collec�on that he has sourced mainly from charity
shops all over New Zealand. He started in the local
Salva�on Army store in Henderson. The book, the
size of a LP cover and pre�y cumbersome is a

collec�on of stories, interviews and reminiscences
behind the record album covers. Braunias sources
these stories from the ar�sts themselves, (many
who have subsequently died), their friends and
family, recording engineers, designers and
photographers. Some of the music maybe pre�y
awful but the stories provide an insigh�ul view of
some real characters and New Zealand society and
the way we were as a na�on. This is a labour of love
and passion and I look forward to Volume 2 by an
author who himself, is a New Zealand treasure.

My Life in Dire Staits, John Illsley (Bantam Press,
2021) is wri�en by the bass player of one of the
biggest and most successful bands of the late 1970 ‘s
and 1980’s. It’s a pre�y straight forward account of
the band and its rise to fame. The author was one of
2 members who were there from the start un�l the
band finally disbanded in 1995. He recounts his
mee�ng and subsequent journey and friendship
with Mark Knopfler, the crea�ve force behind Dire
Straits. It is not a controversial book but captures
the highs and lows of the band and their musicians,
in par�cular, the toll of the band’s fame on
rela�onships. Made me put Dire Straits on the CD
(remember those?) player, high volume and recall
their massive concerts at Western Springs.

And for classical music people, Leading Tones:
Reflec�ons on Music, Musicians, And the Music
Industry, Leonard Slatkin (Amadeus Press, 2017).
Slatkin is a renowned American conductor and this is
a look at his experiences as a musician and
conductor all over the world as well as various
aspects of todays’ classical music world. There are
portraits of some of the outstanding ar�sts with
whom he has worked, as well as anecdotes and
stories both personal and professional. He covers his
top ten favourite works, colleagues whose friendship
he has enjoyed and appreciated. He takes a cri�cal
look at the classical world of music covering music
cri�cism, audience behaviour and the process of
audi�oning. This is the second of three books that
Slatkin has wri�en and all are easy to read and are
available in Auckland libraries.
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SIGN OUR PETITION
Go to: https:// chng.it/Gzf8mrpTRg

or use the link from our Facebook Page or Website:
www.waitakerehealthlink.org.nz

The future of Waitakere Hospital
is ON HOLD INDEFINITELY

Providing increased services and at
Waitakere Hospital won’t even be
considered for funding again by the
Government until 2024/ 25 financial
years at the earliest…
Waitakere Health Link and Waitemata
District Health Board have been
working on a Master Plan for
Waitakere Hospital. The Waitemata
District Health Board applied to the
Ministry of Health for funding to
continue the planned programme to
extend Waitakere hospital services

into the future and was unfairly
declined.
The Ministry of Health advised it “does
not believe it can make recommend-
dations of the progression of the
programme Business Case” submitted
by the Waitemata District Health
Board, and have deferred the future
development of Waitakere Hospital to
the new NZ Health Board entity.
The Ministry of Health letter also goes
on to advise “The Waitakere Tranche
One BusinessCase was not identified

by the Northern Region DHBs as a
priority for Budget 2022 funding
(covering the financial years
2022/2023 and 2023/2024)”.
Waitakere Health Link believe that
there is a lack of understanding of the
urgency to meet the increased
capacity needed to provide adequate
services to the West Auckland
population.Waitakere Hospital has
the lowest bed numbers for the
population at 1.2 per 1000
population (see table below).

Comparisons with other Hospitals
The table below compares the number of hospital beds available in a region for its population. Beds/1000 means how
many beds are available for every 1000 people. Waitakere Hospital rates the LOWEST…

AucklandHospital provideshospital bedsfor na�onal serviceslike heart transplant, andregional serviceslike neuroand cardiacsurgery, so
cannot beusedasa relevant comparison.

Proposed Waitakere Hospital Master Planning BusinessCase

Hospital Number of Beds Population of local area Beds / 1000
Waitakere Hospital 285 240,000 1.2

Middlemore Hospital 905 580,000 1.6

North Shore Hospital 680 390,000 1.7

Palmerston North 354 185,000 1.9

Hawke’s Bay 364 175,000 2.1

Hutt 322 155,000 2.1

The proposed Business Case is a
staged development over a number of
years with expansion expected based
on the Northern Region Long Term
Investment Plan. Before progressing
each stage, a business case would
have to be developed, including up-
dating information and providing jus-
tification that the original planned
services are still needed at each stage.
The current plan consists of:
Stage 1: Children, Women & Family
Complex, Loading Dock, Back-of-
House, Expansion of clinical support
areas, Infrastructure (power, water)
Stage 2: Marae, Staff Creche, ED re-
configuration, Education Centre, Front

of House, Ambulatory Services, Radi-
ology expansion, Theatre expansion
Stage 3: Second Energy Centre, Multi-
story Car Park, Ambulatory Services,
Inpatient Unit
Stage 4: Ambulatory Services, Inpa-
tient Unit, ICU, Paediatrics, Gynaecolo-
gy, Helipad
Stage 5: Ambulatory Services, Inpa-
tient Unit, Community Services, ADU
& Cardiology, Mental Health Building
Both Waitakere Health Link and
Waitemata District Health Board have
invested substantial resources to plan
for increased capacity at Waitakere
Hospital and have worked with com-
munity to identify gaps and future

needs of the local population. There is
continued intensification of housing
in West Auckland along with substan-
tial deprivation requiring increased
infrastructure in health to meet the
current and future demand.
Upgrading and future proofing this

hospital is well overdue. Maintenance
has also become an issue with exist-
ing buildings not fit for purpose.
Some infrastructure such as electrical
are “crumbling” and desperately re-
quire an upgrade as it is not meeting
the current needs.

Waitakere Health Link ask that the Waitakere Hospital Master
Planning Programme BusinessCase be reinstated into the current

financial year and funding approved before June2022.
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Post
Office

Titirangi
Medical
Centre

Ti�rangi
Village

Church
RANGIWAI ROAD

TITIRANGI ROAD
WE ARE
HERE

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm Weekdays
All Hours Phone (09) 817 8069

FAMILY PLANNING

FAMILY HEALTH

ACCIDENTS

ACUPUNCTURE

TRAVEL HEALTH

VACCINAT IONS

HEALTH CHECKS

HOME VISITS MINOR

SURGERY

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd.
P R O C A R E

2 RangiwaiRoad, Titirangi, Auckland0604

We are a family centred surgery offering
a full range of general practice services

for you and your family.

Here at Green BayBarbers we want to serve
the community and the wider
West Auckland catchment.

No appointments necessary

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys

OUR HOURS ARE:
Monday: closed

Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm
Late night Wednesday & Thursdays:

9.30 am to 7pm
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm
Sundays:10.00am to 1.00 pm

Ladies and Girls haircuts
on Tuesday and Wednesdays only

PHONE09 827 6526
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com
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Local
Liquor

New World
Supermarket
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Welcome back fishos it's been a long haul but it looks like there might be some sanity on the horizon.
Thought I'd make a mention of 'Sod's Law' this month which everyone knows means if something can
go wrong it will go wrong...and fishos know that this law applies more to fishing than anything else.

So here's the scenario. It's a bright blue day and the forecast is for light winds and sea breezes.
There's talk of big snapper being caught up the Papakura channel so off me and my mate go, full of
bonhomie and matiness. By the time we get up there it's blowing a 15 knot southwesterly and the
boat's getting blown about in the chop. But hell, we are intrepid fishos and we are not deterred by a
bit of wind and slop. So we anchor up and lurch around the boat, bumping into each other, and
finally get our lines into the water. For the first half hour there's not a twitch on the rods before
suddenly my mate's rod bends over and his line screams out. I've got a monster on, he yells, delirious
with excitement and he's winding madly but the brute keeps taking line. I really didn't want to spoil
his fun but I suspected that it was no big snapper but a stingray. Anyway I kept quiet and let him
enjoy his delusion. He gradually gained line on it and then about five metres away the brute jumped
out of the water, dived under the boat, went twice round the prop and broke the line before heading
off with his $12 Black Magic sabiki.

He was upset and I tried to console him. Look mate, it's Sod's Law, if anything can go wrong it will in
fishing. But worse was yet to come for the poor fella. The line was tight round the prop, just above
the blades and the Old Man has ordered me never to drive the boat with line around the prop so
somebody had to go in the water and cut the line off as it was too far away to reach from the back of
the boat.

I can't do it I said, my arms aren't long enough to hold the rail at the back of the boat and reach the
line to cut it and besides I'm a woman and you're a lot stronger than me (I had no conscience
whatsoever in pulling the 'weaker sex' card). But I'll have to take my clothes off, he said. Don't worry, I
said, I won't look (but I couldn't help but notice he had big pink flowers on his jockeys). It was July
and the water was very cold but he took on the task like a stoic and got the line free and dried
himself as best he could with the fish towel before getting dressed. Normal service resumed and we
got the lines back in the water. I caught a nice gurnard and then his line bent again. This time I was
pretty sure it was a big snapper, he was ecstatic and yelling at me to get the landing net. He got it
within sight and it was a beauty. Now what happened next is gob-smackingly unbelievable, even by
Sod's Law standards. We got the net under the fish which had fallen off the hook and into the net
when the handle of the landing net broke and the net, with the fish in it, disappeared into the murky.

I dared not quote Sod's Law again. Then the wind got up stronger and our lines were going
backwards and we were dragging anchor. His rod was bending shocking and it was obvious his rig
was caught on the anchor rope but before I had a chance to say let your balearm off, the line
snapped and he lost his second $12 sabiki. This seemed to push him over the edge and he uttered
profanities that would embarrass a gang member. You'll get it back when we get the anchor in, I said,
but he was beyond reasoning with. “This so-and-so boat is jinxed and you're a so-and-so Jonah,” he
screamed at me. He was out of control and had a wild and dangerous look in his eyes so I put the
fish knives out of sight. I got the anchor up and there was his rig hooked into the rope but as I pulled
the rope over the cleat the rig fell off and disappeared into Davy Jones locker. This seemed to upset
him even more and now he's screaming at me like a banshee and implying that my mother didn't
know who my father was. Anyway that was the end of the fishing trip and we proceeded home,
slowly, because the waves were now coming over the bows. All matiness was gone and we now hated
each other. However back in the yard I felt a rush of sympathy for him, after all he'd lost a trophy fish
and two good rigs. So I offered him the gurnard and the ignorant sod took it without a word of
thanks and disappeared over the horizon.

About a week later he has the nerve to ring me up and ask when's the next fishing trip. "Can't go, I
lied, boat engine's broken down. It's called Sod's Law" and I hung up.

Keep smiling till next time, Cheers,
Winnie
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We recently celebrated Sea Week. This week is normally a great time 
for us to come together as a kōhungahunga/kindergarten and clean a 
beach. The last few years we have been cleaning Cornwallis. This year 
was slightly different as we weren’t able to get together as a group, 
instead we did our own beach clean during the week and lots of 
beaches and Scenic drive had a clean up. Lynne cleaned a part of 
Scenic Drive and in the same spot that she found a large pile of 
McDonalds rubbish, the following week it was back in the same spot! 
Janice, Cassandra and Cooper went to clean Cornwallis Beach as part 
of Sea-week. Ayla and whānau picked up heaps of rubbish the night 
before, so you would think that they wouldn't have much, if any to pick 
up. How wrong we were. They found dirty nappies, can's, bottles, plastic 
forks, broken glass (which was on the track from the top carpark), a 
tooth brush and lots of chocolate wrappers, plus more. They took all the 
rubbish back to the kōhungahunga/kindergarten and sorted the rubbish 
into what could be recycled and what needed to go in the bin. We are 
pleased to say that the children were very good at this game and we are  
pleased to say we didn't have much left for the rubbish bin.

Enrol at kindergarten today! Go to our website: 
www.aka.org.nz/laingholm-kindergarten

436A Huia Road
Laingholm
098174372

Ko au te moana, 
ko te moana ko 
au  –  I am the sea, 
the sea is me

Eliana and her whānau went 
to Armour Bay for their clean 
and so did Claudia. Both girls 
were surprised at how many 
bottle tops they found.
Nova and her whānau cleaned 
down at Titirangi Beach and 
along the grass area, and so 
did Joselyn’s whānau, again, 
sadly they all found rubbish.
Finn, Pieta, Kobi and big 
brother Jett cleaned 
Kaitarakihi Beach. All of them 
did a great job finding rubbish 
and had fun exploring. 
Donovan and his mum Maia 
cleaned down at Huia, we are 
pleased to say that they didn’t 
find much, so being the tidy 
kiwi’s they are they got into 
the bushes and trees and sure 
enough they found lots of 
rubbish. By doing these beach 
cleans we are saving all this 
rubbish from going out to sea 
and polluting our waterways, 
not to mention killing our sea 
life. 

- 18 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society
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Most of you will have heard our borders will soon be reopening to tourists from
Australia, followed by those from visa waiver countries.

From 11:59pm on April 12, vaccinated Australians will be able to travel to New
Zealand. Two weeks later, from 11:59pm on 1 May, our borders will open to
vaccinated travellers from visa waiver countries, as well as others holding valid
visitor visas. These travellers won’t have to self-isolate, as long as they test
negative on arrival and again on day 5 or 6.

Closing our borders to keep COVID out helped save thousands of lives. Now,
we’re well-positioned to safely reopen, giving an economic boost to regions
across the motu as we press on with our recovery. This sped-up timeline will
ensure we’re open for the Australian school holidays and the Easter-ANZAC
break, and well in advance of our 2022 ski season.

Our strong COVID response means our businesses are set up to bounce back faster than almost anywhere else in the
world. It has alsomade us a highly desirable travel destination. To jump-start demand across the Tasman, we’re rolling
out a new tourism marketing campaign in Australia, highlighting some of the most popular experiences in our
beautiful country.

Welcoming tourists back is the next step in our reconnecting plan. It will help accelerate our economic recovery, which
is already gathering pace. Unemployment is at a record low, exports are up, and GDP is growing. With tourism back
up and running, our export capacity will also increase, bolstering our primary sector and helping to lock in the
economic gains we’ve made.

We know visitor numbers will take time to rebound, but this reopening will be welcome for our tourism operators –
many of whom have done it incredibly tough over the last two years. In West Auckland, we’re lucky to live in a place
with beautiful native bush and beaches. Tourists coming to our beautiful environment will provide a much needed
boost for local businesses.

I knowmany people in the New Lynn electorate will be looking forward to reconnecting with whānau and friends, but
some of the remaining border restrictions mean there are others who will have to wait for now. We all hope these
restrictions can be eased sooner rather than later. For this reason, our border settings are under constant review to
make sure they are fit for purpose as we move forward together.

The cost of living

Supply chain issues and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have had an impact on countries worldwide. The resulting cost-of-
living pressures are hitting some families hard. We’ve taken immediate action to make petrol more affordable for
three months. Public transport fares will be halved for three months from April 1, and from the end of April, road user
charges will reduce by 25 cents a litre.

From April 1, eligible kiwi families will get an increase to Working for Families of on average $20. Superannuation
will increase $52 per fortnight for a single person and $80 for a couple, and benefits will increase up to a further $35
a week. The Winter Energy Payment will kick in again on May 1.

I know it’s been tough. Hopefully the new traffic light settings will support greater economic activity and get everyone
closer to feeling a bit more normal, while also continuing to manage COVID-19 and provide protection and care for
those who need it most.

Ngā Mihi
Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn

Welcoming the world back Dr Deborah Russell
MP for New Lynn
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Keeping driveway culverts clear is the private property owner’s responsibility. This is dictated by
Council and Auckland Transport By-laws, and the Local Government Act 1974, section 335.
That said, I believe property owners should only be expected to do minor maintenance. Moreover,
where does the owner’s duty of care start and stop.

More and more homeowners are finding their culverts blocked by road gravel and debris. Often this
material has been washed some distance and is firmly lodged in their culvert. The result of powerful
compounding hydraulic effects as blocked drain after blocked drain forces storm water onto the road,
and on sloping ground increasing its velocity and power.

Sometimes a blocked culvert belongs to a property with an absentee owner. In other instances, the
owners are elderly or infirm and have no way of carrying out maintenance themselves. But they all
pay Rates.

We all pay so Councils can undertake management and
maintenance of collectively owned infrastructure on our behalf’s,
and where necessary to police compliance of others whose
unthoughtful actions are negatively affecting their neighbour’s.
Council and AT are failing badly on all these fronts.

This leaves homeowners paying twice, first in rates and again to
employ a contractor because the scale of the problem is beyond
their capabilities.

I’ve watched one such situation for months, this culvert is the first
one storm water encounters after running down a long length of
roadside drain. Only a modest among of rain will wash
wheelbarrow loads of rubbish into the culvert entrance, heavier
rain brings gravel and road subgrade material.

The attached photos show the owner has had the culvert
cleaned (again). But the drain is preloaded for several metres with material which will block it again
with the next rain and so a knock-on effect works its way down the road. This is not the property
owner’s responsibility. Council and AT can’t turn there backs on what is systemic failure. This is why
societies established councils in the first place, to manage collective problems.

Its worth noting, the older of the two contractors once worked for WCC as a road maintenance man,
stationed at the Laingholm depot, which was on Exhibition Drive. Local Depots should be re-
established for maintenance. “Preferred Contractor” status should be abolished, and AT should
manage renewals over $1M and capital investment only. Delivered through a publicly transparent
tendering process.

Ken Turner
WestWards

WestWards
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We've had a long warm summer and as March rolled by quite a few people were starting to wonder
when the rain would come. Unfortunately it all arrived at once causing flooding, bringing down trees
and catching out a few motorists. For the brigade it began with a call to a car over the bank and on its
side on Bunker's Hill between Victory Road and the Lower Nihotupu Dam. Fortunately the two young
people on board escaped unhurt
so the brigade provided scene
safety until the police arrived and
took over.
The rain pelted down the next
morning just as folk were heading
for work and school and it wasn't
long before we were answering
the siren's call. The first call was
to a tree down across West Lynn
Road in Titirangi. With traffic
built up on Huia Road for about a
kilometre prior to Titirangi
township we had to pick our way
up the wrong side of the road,
with siren and air horns blasting.
Our thanks to all those motorists
who made way for us, one or two
having to move over hurriedly
when confronted with a large fire
engine coming at them !
The construction crew who had
been working on the major
roadworks at the corner of
Titirangi and Golf Roads had
already blocked the road at both
ends with their vehicles and road
cones, so after making sure everyone was allright we made ourselves available and were directed to
flooding in Koromiko Street in New Lynn. From there we went to a private fire alarm activation at
Kelston Boys High which appeared to have been set off by lightning.
We had a few days grace then we were turned out to Laingholm Drive where a fallen tree was blocking
part of the roadway. The chainsaw we carry on our fire truck was used to remove the branches and
open the road up. The days when fire brigades only ever went to fires are certainly long over !

We will again be organising the community's Anzac commemoration. We
understand that council and defence representatives will be attending and, as
usual, we will be asking the children of our community to take an active role.
It starts at 10.30 on Anzac morning outside the Laingholm Hall. If the
weather is wet we will move inside the hall. See the advert elsewhere in the
Roundabout for more information
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hey ANZAC DAY
2022

“They would not ask for sorrow
They would not ask for tears
Simply to be remembered
Throughout the coming years”

The Anzac legend was born in the blood and carnage of Gallipoli
On Anzac morning ( April 25 ) members of our community will gather
at the flagpole
outside Laingholm Hall to remember those who gave so much. All
welcome

Starts at 10.30 am
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Have a plan and be prepared in case you need to stay at home during a pandemic.

The Ministry of Health is working with the health sector and other government agencies to
ensure New Zealand is as prepared as possible for a potential pandemic.

Staying at home
In a pandemic you may need to stay at home because:
• you are sick
• you are caring for a sick family or household member
• you are caring for a dependant (for example, if schools close).

Get prepared
Here are some simple things you can do to make sure that you and your family/ whānau/
household are prepared for a pandemic.
Have a plan
Make a plan with family and friends that includes:
• who will help with food and supplies if you and your household are ill
• who will look after your extended family if they don’t live nearby (for example, who could

deliver groceries or meals to sick family members)
• who would look after your children/ dependents if they need to stay at home and you must

go to work.
Think about whether you could work from home and what you would need to do this.
• Learn more about infectious disease prevention and control.

List key contacts
Have key contact numbers in a place that is easy to find (for example, on the fridge door).

Include the phone numbers of:

• the people living nearby who you could call if you needed help
• your doctor
• HealthLine (freephone: 0800 611 116)
• your workplace.
Build up your emergency supplies

Keep at least a week’s supply of food, tissues, and your usual medicines so you don’t need to
make trips out in public.

You can read a list of suggested supply items to include in the pamphlet Getting ready for a flu
pandemic – HealthEd website.

If you have an existing medical condition make sure that you:
• don’t run out of your regular medications
• take medications to keep any medical condition under control.

CONNECT WITH YOUR NEIGHBOURS

Remember, Anything can happen! Contact Me:
kevin453@gmail.com

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/environmental-health/infectious-disease-prevention-and-control
https://www.healthed.govt.nz/resource/getting-ready-flu-pandemic-english-version
https://www.healthed.govt.nz/resource/getting-ready-flu-pandemic-english-version
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The Rainforest Express & Waitakere Tramlines, needs your help!

The Waitakere Tramline and NZ Regional Trains Society is coming to a crossroads as to whether we carry on
lobbying with Watercare/Council about re-opening our Iconic bush Tramlines in our Waitakere Ranges, or
closing down and giving up this long ba�le to re-open these Tramlines lines again.

Even if you care just a li�le bit about re launching these tramlines PLEASE get your friends and yourself to
email Watercare voicing your support ASAP! We think it may help them decide which way to go if they see
a groundswell of posi�ve feedback towards the Tramlines.

We really need this at the moment when access is limited in the Ranges, its a great educa�onal money
making tool that is rus�ng away doing nothing currently.

There are s�ll so many Aucklanders that never got to ride
these rails, such a shame because it is a world class train
excursion that people loved going on �me and �me again.
Thank you for helping!

The Waitakere Tramline & NZ Regional Trains Society.
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EcoFest West 2022 Officially Underway
EcoFest West has gotten off to a great start. Outdoor experiences, whānau-friendly activities and interactive
workshops are on offer from now until Sunday 17 April, as part of EcoFest West, a month-long celebration of
our unique environment and sustainable living.

Over the next month, EcoFest West features more than 100 events, including plant swaps, bat walks,
stream care sessions, and a wide range of webinars on topics as varied as reversing climate change, ethical
investing and keeping chickens. Many events are free or low-cost, whānau friendly, and either in small
groups, outdoors or online.

Coming up near your neighbourhood or online during EcoFest West:

● TAI HARURU LODGE OPEN DAY Friday 8 April, 10am-1pm
Tai Haruru Lodge, 92 Garden Road, Piha

● BABIES CAN POTTY – IT’S FUN, CLEAN AND GREEN! Friday 8th April, 10-11am
Online

● RE:GENERATE FASHION MARKET Saturday 9th April, 10am-2pm
Te Atatū Peninsula Community Centre, 595 Te Atatū Road, Te Atatū Peninsula

● GARDENING WITH TIKANGAMĀORI Saturday 9th April, 10:30am-12:30pm
Online

● BASIC BOOK MENDING Tuesday 12th April, 2:15-3pm
Titirangi War Memorial Hall, 500 South Titirangi Road, Titirangi

Five event categories are designed to cater to a wide range of interests, so foodies, cyclists and crafters
alike will find an event to suit them. The categories are Waka Hourua/Clean Transport, Kīnaki Kai Reka/
Foodies’ Fix, Te Whaihanga/Makers’ Mayhem, Torohē Nuku/Explore Nature and Mauri Noho/Conscious
Living.

From nature-lovers to foodies and everyone in between, there's something for everyone at 2022's EcoFest
West. To see full details of all EcoFest West events, please visit www.ecofest.org.nz.

Hosted by groups and individuals across West Auckland, the annual festival is funded by the Henderson-
Massey, Waitākere Ranges and Whau local boards and organised by EcoMatters Environment Trust.

https://www.ecomatters.org.nz/event/tai-haruru-lodge-open-day/
https://www.ecomatters.org.nz/event/babies-can-potty-its-fun-clean-and-green/2022-04-08/
https://ecomatters.org.nz/event/regenerate-fashion-market/
https://ecomatters.org.nz/event/gardening-with-tikanga-maori/
https://ecomatters.org.nz/event/basic-book-mending/
https://www.ecofest.org.nz.
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Restoring Nature in Laingholm

Native ecosystem restoration
Over the summer we have been maintaining our planting in Western Park. This has in-
volved weeding watering and adding mulch. Thank you to those that came along to help.
Work has also continued in the Auckland Transport Reserve between Victory Road and
Warner Park Avenue. The main weeds we have been tackling in this block are Ginger,
Jasmine, and Climbing Asparagus but also Japanese Honeysuckle. Our next weeding
day is this Sunday 3rd April, 1 pm at Western Park, 12 Western Road.

Predators
We have increased the number of traplines in the Laingholm reserves and so we are
looking for more people to join our team of volunteers that maintain our network. If you
think you could help work a line near you, please email us at the address below. We
have also launched our trial trap library. This is a trap lending initiative that we have
started in Western Road, and that we hope to extend to other parts of Laingholm. If you
live in Western Road or Sandy’s Parade, you will receive a leaflet in your letterbox that
explains how it works.

Weed of the Month – Japanese honeysuckle, Lonicera japonica.
Family: Caprifoliaceae

Japanese honeysuckle forms dense,
long-lived masses. It has very long stems
that take root wherever they come in
contact with the soil. It is fast growing and
will quickly smother small trees ultimately
causing tree canopy collapse. It tolerates
moderate shade and will grow in any soil. It
is mainly spread by birds and dumped
vegetation.

Control:
1. Dig out small plants and dispose of roots
and stems in a weed bin. Any stems left
lying on the ground will take root and
quickly regrow.
2. Cut and paint stumps with metsulfuron-
methyl 600g/kg (5g/L) or picloram gel.
Leave vines in trees to die but dispose of
cut stems in a weed bin.
3. Cut the vines at a convenient height and
spray the regrowth (best in spring) with
glyphosate (20ml/L + penetrant) or
metsulfuron-methyl 600g/kg (0.2g/L +
penetrant).
4. Spray with glyphosate (10ml/L +
penetrant) or metsulfuron-methyl 600g/kg
(0.5g/L + penetrant).

www.facebook.com/groups/
ruatuna/ &
restorationruatuna@gmail.com

or text 021 818950

mailto:mailto:restorationruatuna@gmail.com
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T i t i r a n g i
Rudo l f
Steiner
Schoo l

Learning Outdoors
It hasbeenfantastic weatherfor learning outdoors
sofar this year (well - exceptfor that onevery wet
week last month!) and the whole school hasbeen
embracing the move to lots of time and lessons
outdoors.
Bushwalks andvisits to the establishedbushsites
for bush-craft and other outdoor lessonsare part
of the weekly cycle for many of the Classes1-7.
Lower School children from Class3 upwardsare
back tending their vegetable gardens again and
Upper School studentscontinue their work in the
Native Nursery.
The weatherof coursehasbeengreat for Bothmer
Gym andGamesandPE to take place outside in
the amphitheatre or on the field, but other lessons
havebeenmoving outdoorswherepossible including
Handwork which takes place al fresco thesedays
on thenewly named“Handwork Deck”.
Additionally, other normally indoor lessons of
Eurythmy, Choir andDramaarenowtaking place
underthemarqueeon the “faraway field. This is a
lovely shelteredglade-like small field surrounded
by bushandsuchatranquil spotstandsin well for
the hall wherethey would normally take place.
Recently, parentshave finished building anamazing
permanent Outdoor Classroom Shelter. Its first
big role is set to becomethe court of Athens in
Class8’s upcoming Play – A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. Thisadventurous renditionwill beperformed
fully outside- startingat theshelter beforetaking the
audience along with them deeper into the bush
for the magical and mischievous forest scenes.
We are very much looking forward to this, liter-
ally, “moving” performanceof one of the Bard’s
funnest comedies.

Class10 Surveying Camp
It wasagreat senseof normalcy to beable to hold
a camp again last month. The Class 10 Surveying
Camp at Whatipū is the first camp to take place
again since the same class had to abandon their
SnowCamp in August last year (disappointingly
having to return soonafter arriving on themoun-
tain) due to the lockdown…. Although the camp

didn’t start very auspiciously - they had to delay
their departure for a couple of hours due to the
torrential rainfall nowknown asAuckland’s wettest
hour ever!
However,theweatherkept on improving throughout
theweekandthe studentsworked hard undertaking
themammothtaskof completing amapof the entire
areaof Whatipū Lodge in four days– 8 buildings,
tennis court and complex driveway using different
methods with magnetic compassesand tape meas-
ures… and repeatmeasurementsto calculate errors
(aswell asworking carefully to limit errors).A very
practical exercisein trigonometry.
They alsowent out to the beachto conduct a survey
of the lighthouseonTeToka-Tapu-A-Kupe(orNinepin
Rock) tying together2 x 100m tapemeasuresfor the
baselineon thebeach;andwalking aroundParatutai
Island finding the geodetic marks grouted into the
rock there.
The work they completed goes towards a Maths
assessmentin Surveying for CSE (Certificate of
SteinerEducation–our secondaryschoolqualification
equivalent to NCEA).
The students enjoyed balancing out the day’s work
with manyof thegreatactivities onoffer atWhatipū
Lodge - playing billiards, tennis, rock scrambling,
beachwalks including aspecial focuson improving
their cooking skills – cooking up somewonderful
and superhealthy meals for eachother three times
a day. They arrived back at the end of the week
impressed with the work they had been able to
achieveand ready for a relaxing weekend!
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Friday Club and CONNECT FC

Friday Club (for Years 1-6) and CONNECT FC (for Year 7-8) are run by LBC and adults and youth from our 
community, to provide children and Intermediates and their families with a safe and welcoming environment to 
get to know each other and have fun. We also give children and Intermediates a chance to get to know older 
teenagers in our community - our fantastic group of young leaders; to be mentored and encouraged; to think 
about and explore life with God and to develop strategies for resilience that will help them with challenges they 
encounter. There is no charge. We run by donation.

If you would like to enrol your child or get more info about Friday Club or CONNECT 
ring Alison Diprose on 021 141 1483. 

Friday Club and CONNECT Friday Club sessions in April are on 1st and the 8th.

“Wonder” said Socrates, “is the beginning of Wisdom.”  And this term Friday Club and CONNECT

See the World in Wonder ! 
We are doing lots of experiments. Here is a fun 
experiment that it is easy to do at home:

COLOUR EXPLOSION!!
You will need: a tall glass or glass container, 
food colouring with droppers, water and some 
cooking oil.

1. Fill 2/3 of the glass with cold water

2. Gently pour cooking oil in until the cooking 
oil layer is 1-2cm thick 

3. Drop colour onto the cooking oil layer - drop 
by drop not too fast.

Watch what happens when it reaches the water 
layer. You should get a colour explosion!

You might see some very happy birds around Laingholm 
because we have been making treats for the birds. 

To make this treat you will need an ice-cream cone, peanut 
butter and some bird seed.

1. Spread peanut butter carefully over the cone

2. sprinkle bird seeds all over it and press it gently into the 
peanut butter if necessary so that it sticks.

3. Gently push a pipecleaner into the cone from the top. 
Pull it down far enough so that you can twist a bobble 
into the end so it can’t go back through the cone. Use 
the pipecleaner to attach the bird feeder to a tree.
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Doreen Sunman
Independent Distributor since 1985

Phone: 817 6486
Mob: 021 143 2388

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575

Plumpton Family Collection HSM:PF08

Your company, big or small, could be
advertised in ‘The Roundabout’.
For as little as $23 a month we will
carry your message into 1900

households
between Titirangi and Whatipu.
See page 4 for details or contact

our advertising manager at
advs@theroundabout.org.nz

YOUR TICKET FOR
LOW-COST, BUT

EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING!

mailto:


Autumn is a great �me for plan�ng autumn varie�es but also for harves�ng the last of our summer crops. I
am finding it hard to take out tomato plants that are s�ll frui�ng but I am also over cooking, ea�ng and
preserving tomatoes. If you like to grow from seed you can dry and save seeds such as tomato and cucumber
for next spring but I'm not a confident enough gardener to rely on that process and I prefer to start with
seedlings purchased from a known supplier.

Now is a good �me to sow or plant brassicas while summer staples such as le�uce and radishes con�nue to
do well in theory - but not something I have had success with. Beetroot is a good hardy plant for this �me of
the year and although it might linger under the ground for a �me it tends to pop back up a�er weeks of
neglect.
All plants like to start off in good soil so if the funds allow you might find it beneficial to invest in a good
vegetable mix or dig in some of your home made compost.

Courge�es (or marrows if you leave them too long as I've been known to), cucumbers, pumpkins etc may all
now be cursed with mildew and the experts advise spraying this with fungicide but I find ignoring the
problem or cu�ng off the worst of the leaves seems to be just as effec�ve.

This is your last chance to plant spring bulbs (which usually start blooming in winter) and marigolds make a
great companion plant in the veggie garden. Now is also a good �me to give the lawn a bit of a boost a�er
the dry summer so dig in for a few more weeks before res�ng up over winter.
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info@huiamuseum.org.nz Lois Mould

Have you visited your local museum ?
Come and have a browse!

The museum is full of local history,
and a wide range of

artifacts are on display.

Entry : per person $5.00 Children under 12 free

Museum Opening Hours :
Saturday and Sundays from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm
(summer) or 4.00 pm (winter).

Enquiries : info@huiamuseum.org.nz
Group Bookings : PH 09 8118 971

The Lady Green-fingers

mailto:info@huiamuseum.org.nz
mailto:info@huiamuseum.org.nz
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☎ 021 709 783
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��rangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

��rangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Titirangi Library

mailto:mailto:titirangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
mailto:mailto:titirangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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April Predictions for all Fisherman
And Fisherman’s Friends

Probably every one of our readers appreciate that fishy activities are strongly influenced by the
relative position of the Sun, the Moon and the Earth. Most noticeably with our seas, rivers, lakes and
estuaries responding to the varying gravitational fields being generated. Fisher-folk also know that
there is a variation in piscine activity caused by the seasons. I am told, (by The Incredibly Wise
Woman of The West) , that really this can all be predicted by astrological changes that are taking
place in our Solar System. And so, she assures me, can the behaviour of the fisher-folk themselves!
Anyway, here is how it apparently looks for the month of April 2022:

April 10th - Mercury enters Taurus: With the planet of communication in the sign of the Bull,
common sense prevails and fisher-folk deliberately and carefully choose their swearwords before
speaking.

April 14th - Mars enters Pisces: When the planet of passion enters intuitive Pisces, fish
generally migrate to the bottom to avoid angry fisher-folk thrashing the waters with landing-nets
and rods. But keep your hands and feet out of the water: There may well be sharks around!.

April 16th - The full moon is in Libra: Fisher-folk sharing a boat should ditch all their bad
habits and start to cooperate with each other. Spitting to windward is not to be recommended.

April 19th - The Sun enters Taurus: The energy of the next four weeks will be rewarded if you
stay patient and reliable (rather like the fish themselves.)

April 20th - Juno enters Pisces: This is an ideal time to enter into relationships with themes of
unconditional love and soulmates. All fish caught should be returned to the briny (and murky)
Manukau. You might even consider jumping in with them! Remember that kissing and cuddling the
catch before release, while it may prove interesting, is unlikely to be rewarding.

April 29th - Mercury enters Gemini: Communication will be quick and clever as we chat with
our boat-mates to get the information that we need. Everyone receives advice on bait and knot-
tying. - much of it is entirely unwanted.

Pluto goes retrograde in Capricorn: Don’t be surprised if the boat owner wants to pick up
anchor and make a fresh start elsewhere on the Murky! They may also undergo a strong personal
transformation if you oppose them: So may you!

April 30th - New Moon, Solar Eclipse in Taurus: The usual solar eclipse energy which
throws us off our game is steady and stable in Taurus This means that it is an ideal time to start
thinking about new gear and lures. Even the possibility of a new boat --- or fishing partner.......

Pallas enters Taurus: Problem-solving skills increase. It becomes easy to recognise patterns and
use common sense in most situations. A good time to untangle all of that line that is snarling up the
reel or the tackle-box!

Venus in Pisces conjunct Jupiter (also in Pisces):This merging of the Planet of Pleasure
with the Planet of Abundance in imaginative Pisces should encourage many fish to provide you with
sublime pleasure by queuing up to be caught. Or it might actually be more productive to just stay
home and see what eventuates there. . . . . . . . . . . Piscator
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WOODLANDS PARK

Our Stories, told by us

Inside this report

Pohutu Penguins

Speeches: Lower the price of petrol

A crazy Christmas day

Speeches: Saving the environment

Pohutu Penguins

We are in a kayak, ripples rising and falling inwater crawling with seaweed. This was the PohutuPenguins kayak tour
of Flea Bay in Akaroa, South Island. Mumand I were in the same kayak, while Dad and Felix were in another. In the
blazing heat of January 2022, we started rowing further into the bay, hardly seeing myfirst seals for the tour. They
naturally blended into the rocky background.
As our tour group glided further into the bay, we sawmore seals, some with cubs, some alone, hiding amongst the
rocks. As we kayaked closer toward the open ocean, Ben, our tour guide, signalled to us to turn around when suddenly
out of the water popped a mother and calf Hector’s dolphin!

Seconds later, four others jumped out and, with a dismissive puff,
disappeared again.

“On the hunt”, I thought, and beforewe knew it, we were in a wide circle, and about every four minutes (I wasn’t
timing), the Hector’s dolphins popped up again. I was lucky enough that even the mother and calf picked up enough
courage to swim in front ofme!
We kayaked into the bay. Wewere about to give up when a fellow kayaker said, “I think I can see one there.” A
flippered penguin. A white strip curved through an otherwise turquoise wing. Black eyes positioned a centimetre or so
from the central red beak stared at us,wary of danger. Its little pale orange feet were webbed, joined to its scaly-
looking pale orange legs. The fat but sleek turquoise body perched on these short stubby legs.
As we headed back to shore, I felt a warm feeling of excitement heating my body. “Best day of my life, I thought.”

By Fynn, Room7

Speeches: Lower the price of petrol
Hi. Do you know how expensive fuel and oil is? If I ruled the world for the day, I would first lower the price of
fuel and oil.
The first reason I would do this is so people wouldn’t waste their money on fuel and oil. The other reason to
lower the price is that lots of people are spending most of their money on petrol and we don’t want that.
Also, think about this: some people have to choose to fill their car up with petrol or buy food for their
families! If I ruled the world for the day, people would be happy that petrol is not so much money and that
they can afford to buy other things apart from just petrol and oil. Then hopefully, by doing this, we could
make the world a better place.

ByHarry, Room6
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Speeches

Saving the environment

Hi. Have you noticed how bad some people’s lives are? My name is Rebecca, and I want to change the world for the

better. To fix the problems humanity has created. For example, we should pick up rubbish, not kill as many animals

and be nice to the environment. Little things can make a BIG difference. Picking up plastic bags could prevent sea

turtles from dying or dolphins from being stuck in fishing nets.

Firstly, gas is way too expensive for my liking or anyone else’s. It’s so bad for the environment, just like pollution.

Secondly, pollution adds to global warming. It makes summer blistering hot andwinter freezing cold. Yikes.

And lastly, hungry people are starving more since foodhas becomemore andmore expensive. Wemust make the

world better by keeping the environment safe, clean and tidy. So sea creatures don’t have to be scaredof fishing nets

or getting stuck in plastic bags as a baby. It all depends on us to make a somewhat utopia.

Rebecca,Room6

ACrazy Christmas Day
“5...4...3...2...1 YES! Anya! Anya, wake up! It’s Christmas!”

“Ugh, it’s too early. Go back to sleep,” Anya groaned.Christmas with ten people and two dogs isn’t as relaxing as

youmight think, and it doesn’t sound that relaxing.

“It’s 7:00 am. How’s nobody awake yet? I mean, there is a four-year-old and a six-year-old in this house, still sleeping

at 7:00 am on Christmas morning!” I thought to myself, sitting on the couch. Finally! My auntie, Robyn, walked in.

“Merry Christmas!” she smiled as she pulled me in for a warm hug.

“You too! Where are Louis and Bonnie?” (my cousins)

“They’re still sleeping! I honestly can’t believe it,” she replied.

2 hours later

Louis and Bonnie walked sleepily into the living roomat 9.00 am!When they saw the presents, they smiled from ear

to ear. After we had packed up, everyone started preparing Christmas lunch. My sister and uncle were making their

famous guacamole, my Poppy (grandad) was glazing the ham, mymumwas making a salmon dish, andmy auntie

was making the trifle and pavlova. It wasMADNESS!

When we finally sat downand finished eating, we could hardly move because we were all so stuffed. It really was an

amazing day, probably the best Christmas yet.

Beth, Room7
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years

experience.
Anything considered.

Phone Annette 817 4505

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

https://
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FOSTERBAY HALL FORHIRE
TheHuia Fishing and Family Club,
48 Foster Bay Avenue.

HUIA HALL FORRENT
Lovely environment, easyparking,
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100.
Contact: Huia Hall Managers
021 142 0563 or Email:
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

LOOKING FORA SPACETO USE?
Beau�ful facili�es for hire. Laingholm
Primary School Hall and Community
Room are available for private or
community group use.Community
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is
$40 per hour.
Useof kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL
Refurbishedand refreshed a�er a long
closure is now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOLHALL
Phone 817 5140

HALLS FORHIRE
EMERGENCY: Police,Fire, Ambulance 111
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE 817 0040
HENDERSONPOLICESTATION 839 0600
LAINGHOLM FIRESTATION 817 5475
HUIA FIRESTATION 811 8885
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867
WATERCARE 442 2222
AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE 817 6772
TITIRANGI HERBALDISPENSARY 817 7102
MEALS ON WHEELS 828 5812
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE 817 8012
TOUGHLOVEGROUP 624 4364
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman)) 816 9018

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874
TITIRANGI RUDOLFSTEINERSCHOOL 817 4386
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN 817 4372
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE 817 3489
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540
WOODLANDS PARKBREAKFASTCLUB 021 159 4540
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOLCARE 390 8828

LAINGHOLMBAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323
CITIZEN’SADVICEBUREAU 0800 367 222 818 8634

CARL HARDING 811 8672
UNA RYAN,Marriage Celebrant 021 304916
TED TURNER,(byappointment) 817 3073
JENNYMACINTYRE, Marriage & Funeral 021 434837

CELEBRANTS&
JUSTICESOF THE PEACE

COUNSELLING

EDUCATION

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

SERVICES

COMMUNITY NOTICES
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Aperira 2022/Putanga 57/2

Nihotupu Dam - after rain

mailto:
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