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Laing’s farm at Little Muddy Creek (now known as Laingholm) in 1914. Huia Settlers Museum Collection HSM8306
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Laingholm Beach Takeaway

Laingholm Beach Store : 8172528
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The Roundabout Needs You to help us rescue
Laingholm from misinformation, fake news and
Russian Interference

Can you help?
Without Deliverers, the Good People of Western Road and Victory Road
are in great danger of not receiving their monthly dose of Roundabout.
We need deliverers for two ‘mercy-runs’:
Run 1 All of Western Rd & also including 1,3,& 5, Sandy's Parade

Total 54x magazines.

Run 2 Victory Road numbers 110-142 & 175-215.

Total 33x magazines

If you can help or want further details please contact Corrinne (Deliveries) email: corrinne.thomas.parau@gmail.com or mob: 022 3193995
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Kaiārahi - Raewyn Flynn
On Friday 7th the school was honoured to be able to present a
korowai (cloak) and bestow the title Kaiārahi on the amazing Mrs
Raewyn Flynn. Raewyn has been our guide, our counsellor and
our mentor on the schools decade long journey to better
understand and
appreciate Te Ao, the world of Māori.
To be able to share this event with Raewyn’s family was amazing, as
was the fact that we managed to keep it secret. Something almost
unheard of in Laingholm.

Manaakitia mai ā tātou kura māhita,
ngā kaiārahi i ā tātou
tamariki, i ngā mokopuna me te
Look after our teachers, the counsellors of our children,
grandchildren and the people.

ERO Review 2019
At the very end of 2019 we received our confirmed Education Review
Office (ERO) report, the highlights of which detailed below;
The purpose of ERO’s external evaluations is to give parents, whānau and
the wider school community assurance about the quality of education
children and young people receive. ERO reports on the equity and
excellence of learning outcomes for all students and for specific groups
including Māori students, Pacific students and students with additional
learning needs. This includes a focus on accelerating learning for students.
ERO also reports on the quality and effectiveness of the school’s processes
and practices for continuing and sustaining improvement. The report gives
evaluation findings that answer four key questions about the school’s
performance.

March’s Photo Gallery

“Kaiārahi - Raewyn

School Context
Laingholm School caters for students in Years 1 to 6. New Zealand
European/Pākehā students make up most of the roll. The next largest group
is Māori. There are smaller numbers of students from other ethnicities.
The school’s key focuses are ‘our people, our place, our purpose’. These
focuses inform strategic goal setting. The school promotes the values of
honesty, excellence, aroha, respect, trust (HEART).
Leaders and teachers regularly report to the board schoolwide
information about outcomes for students in the following
areas:
�
overall achievement in reading, writing and
mathematics
�
progress and achievement for students with
additional learning needs and those requiring
extension

Students at ‘The Greatest Little School in the Universe’will
The Roundabout Volume 55/1 March 2020

-8-

-9-

Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

The Cancer Society needs you
Every day, hundreds of people visit Auckland City Hospital for radiation treatment,
chemotherapy or both. Most of them have good support networks to help them get
there and back, but some don’t. For those people, the Cancer Society runs a
volunteer driving service to make sure people get to and from their treatment safely
and promptly.
The need for this service is continually growing, and the Cancer Society is in
desperate need of more drivers.
Can you help? The commitment can be as large or small as you wish. Most people
drive one return trip a week, but some do more. Patients come from all over, but
usually you would be driving people from the West Auckland area. A contribution is
available for petrol costs.
So if you want to perform a valuable and much-needed service for the community,
meet interesting people and visit bits of Auckland you have never seen before, call
Jacqui or Gretchen at the Cancer Society on 308 0496, or if you just want a chat, call
Tony Bacon on 814 9860.

Pest Free Laingholm
Monthly weeding bees
Join us and be a weed warrior in Laingholm!

Meet by 14 Western Rd for 2 hours of weeding

Sunday April 5th at 1 pm
These sessions will include water quality testing
of the Laing Stream
Bring food to share afterwards!
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LITTLE SPACE BIG HEART

DRESSMAKER
DESIGNER AND
VINTAGE RECYCLED CLOTHING
OPEN Friday and Saturday 10am - 4pm
1 VICTORY ROAD LAINGHOLM
PHONE: 021 0286 6865
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CORNWALLIS
EVENTS
The Cornwallis Wharf
From 2 March Auckland Council will be closing the Cornwallis Wharf to begin long awaited
structural repairs which will take approximately 6 weeks. These are esssential repairs to ensure the
future of the Wharf. The Wharf is to have the piles wrapped in Denso tape and will be closed during
hours while construction (divers) are working. Most of the cross bracing from mid section will be
replaced and the 2 platforms will be reinstated not necessarily in their original profiles.
Seaweek Sat 7th March
Each year SCOW undertakes the road/bush side clean up along Cornwallis Rd. If you are able to
assist, please join in. We specially need a couple of able bodied people to access some of the more
difficult spots. Please meet at the bus shelter at Firebreak Road 9:00am Or join the beach clean ups
from 1- 4 pm. Sustainable Coastlines is holding a West Coast and Manukau Harbour clean up.
Volunteers will clean Cornwallis, Armour Bay, Huia and Laingholm and beaches in between. Meet at
1.00pm at the Pine Ave car park.
Food will be supplied for volunteers starting at 3:30 pm
Here is the link for more information and for people to register ahead of time:
http://sustainablecoastlines.org/event/aucklands-west-coast-cleanup-love-your-coast-2020
Pest Control
SCOW and the Petrelheads have a long term pest control project underway on Cornwallis. Later this
year the Petrelheads will complete installing traps on the park land on the Peninsula and extend
trapping to Spraggs Point. You may have noticed increased bird life and improvements to the quality
of the bush. You can help by purchasing traps for your own property to further reduce the possum,
rat and stoat population. In this way you will help us reach our goal of a pest-free Cornwallis. SCOW
and the Petrelheads thank the Waitakere Ranges Local Board, The Trusts' Million Dollar Mission and
Auckland Council for providing us with traps and supplies for the park land.
For more information please contact:
Wharf – Gillman 8118775 0274859090
To purchase traps – Bronwen 09 8118161 kiwibonnie@yahoo.com
Seaweek road side clean up Gillman or Bronwen
www.cornwallis.org.nz
facebook: Friends of Cornwallis
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Lois Mould
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DOG GROOMER IN LAINGHOLM
No need to travel any further than you have to!
Kind, patient and caring groomer with your fur
babies.
Safe and peaceful environment.
Relaxed atmosphere and happy experience.
Flexible with hours, drop offs and pickups.
Full grooms, mini grooms, face tidies, bath, blow-dry and spritzers to freshen up.
Currently grooming small to medium sized doggies.
Muttcuts is based in Western Road, Laingholm.
Contact Ronnie-Phone 098177098 or 0210308419
muttcuts@xtra.co.nz or search facebook: Muttcuts dog grooming
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An Overland Trip to the Manukau Heads
In 1860, Auckland was the capital of New Zealand. The Government House can still be found on the
corner of Waterloo Quadrant and Princes Street [and it’s still in use by the University of Auckland].
Interestingly much effort was made to make it look as if it was made from stone. Actually, like most
of the buildings in Auckland it was made of wood. And much of the wood to build the infant city
came from the Waitakere Ranges. This source could only be reached by ship from Onehunga or over
the unsealed roads that could be negotiated on foot, on horseback or, in some places, with a cart.
There were no cars and no buses because they were yet to be invented. No planes, no television and
no telephones had been invented either. No railways had yet been built in Auckland, and
photography was still very basic. Bricks and tiles for building were being made on Queen Street from
clay and fuelwood in inefficient and smoky ‘clamps’ and the Waitemata came right up to the Parnell
Strand. Most of the ships of that time were sailing ships or sail-assisted paddle-steamers. And it was
these vessels that carried the mail around New Zealand, to Australia and to the rest of the world in a
journey that might take six months (or forever!) As difficult as it is to visualise life in the Waitakeres
at that time, there was a newspaper called “The New Zealander” and it has survived. It can be
accessed on-line and, in the January 1860 edition, there is an account of a hike over the hills from the
‘city’ (which, at that time, effectively ended at ‘Newtown’/Newton) to Whatipu. The account was
contributed by ‘Viator’ which was a pretty common nom-de-plume for writers - It’s Latin for
‘wayfarer’.
I am indebted to Bruce Harvey for drawing this article and the related photographs to my attention.
And, in addition, the Huia Settlers Museum for providing the photographs. The article itself, has been

VIATOR’S LETTER to the NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 1432, 7 JANUARY 1860
(https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZ18600107.2.17)

SIR, I HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE of the
Christmas Holidays to explore the district
which is pretty much terra incognito to our
Auckland seekers after the picturesque, and yet

is a district almost at their very doors. I beg
therefore to give a few 'Pencillings by the Way'
that others may enjoy the same treat that I
have enjoyed.

Laing’s farm at Little Muddy Creek (now known as Laingholm) in 1914. Huia Settlers Museum Collection HSM8306
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Passing from Auckland to Newtown, along the
North Road, and so by the Northern Hotel, kept
by Mr Edgecombe (3½ miles from town), and on
to the Whau Bridge, 7 miles. About a mile
beyond the bridge I left the North Road, turning
to the left. Striking due South, I came to the
Ranges, about 10 miles from Auckland. Here I
entered the bush, or rather what was bush, but is
now a grass paddock, belonging to Mr Bishop.
Passing on through the paddock to the top of the
hill, how striking was the contrast in the scenery.
Looking back over the road I had traversed, the
eye roved wearily over the dull sterile district
extending from Auckland to Henderson's Mill,
with hardly a tree or patch of cultivated field to
rest upon. In the distance were Auckland, Mount
Eden, the Waitemata, and the views so well
known at Auckland. Before me, the Manukau, at
my feet, with a foreground of dense forest. A
noble kauri — a relic saved from destruction —
marks and seems to guard the spot. The road
continues through what was forest, but is now
burnt shrubs and grass to the bottom of the hillaffording the most delicious peeps of Little
Muddy Creek and the valley through which it
runs dotted with small houses and pretty
enclosures. The road leads to a landing place at
the head of the tide-way, where the creek is
easily crossed either on foot or horseback.

A steep hill, partly cleared and partly covered
with bush, juts out as a spur from the ranges
above dividing the creek, which flows upon
either side. Crossing the hill, I descended the
second branch of this creek and crossing that I
entered the property of Mr. Thomas Russell,
senr., who has built a house, in which he resides,
on a spot commanding a view magnificent in the
extreme, extending far over the waters of the
Manukau.
The ascent of the next hill brought me to Big
Muddy Creek, or (as I am told it is now called)
Mangrove Creek, where Mr Smythies has a fine
property, and house, beautifully situated at the
head of the creek. Having now walked 16 miles, I
was-as glad to avail myself of the hospitality
here offered. It being nearly dusk when I arrived,
I could see but little out of doors but having been
'kindly bid to stay’, I arose at day's break the
following morning, and throwing open my
window, was perfectly enchanted - Thousands of
birds were singing in the trees and, who shall
say, were not offering up their morning hymn to
their Creator. I had often heard of this singing of
the birds, but had no idea of the peculiar beauty
of the harmony, or the pleasing sensations which
it afforded.
To be continued next month . . . . .

Looking southwest over Big Muddy Creek (Paruroa- now known as Parau) in 1920. Richardson Collection HSM:R8307
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Welcome back to you all. I trust you had a refreshing break, safe travels and seen new parts of our beautiful
country that you've never seen before. I went to Christchurch which is finally starting to look like a working city
again, finally recovering from the earthquakes that devastated it. Although there are many people that are still
struggling with the after effects of it.
How would you have coped?
What is the biggest threat to NZ at the moment? Could you cope with it?
In the news for the last couple of months has been the Chinese Corona Virus.
In general in NZ, Civil Defence recommends have 3 days supply of food and water available.
With this virus, whole family isolation for 2 weeks was initially recommended, now being extended to 3 or more!
How prepared are your family for something like this, no physical contact with the outside world, not able to go
to work, school, gym, kindy, church, library, shopping, etc. Imagine being locked up in the house with your kids
for 3 weeks!!!
For more and updated info please use the website below.
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus
Current status
There are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in New Zealand to date. The likelihood of an imported case in
New Zealand is high, however the likelihood of a widespread outbreak is low-moderate.
The Ministry of Health is closely monitoring the situation and following guidance from the World Health
Organization. If any public health measures are needed for this virus, we will advise.
For COVID-19 health advice and information, contact the Healthline team (free) on 0800 358 5453 or +64 9
358 5453 for international SIMS.
Source: Ministry of Health website; 24th Feb.
Keep safe out there and always be thinking,
‘If ????? were to happen, how would I be prepared for it?
Last night Laingholm CERG Comms team held a practice exercise to check our preparedness for a scenario
where there was no power and phone service in the wider Ak area.
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Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to
serve the community and the wider
West Auckland catchment.
So next time pop into Green Bay Barbers
for a haircut for the whole family:

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys

OUR HOURS ARE:
Monday closed
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm
Late night Wednesday: 9.30 am to 7pm
Late Night Thursday 9.30 am to 7pm
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm

PHONE 09 827 6526
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Liquor
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Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com

We are a family centred surgery offering
a full range of general practice services
for you and your family.

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Weekdays
Church Titirangi
Medical
Centre
Post
Office
WE ARE

HERE
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Titirangi
Village

We have to get people out of their cars. We need more people walking, cycling and using public
transport. Less cars mean less carbon emissions, less traffic congestion and a safer environment for
pedestrians and cyclists.
The three schools in the Roundabout area have a combined roll of 900 children. It is chaotic outside
Laingholm and Woodlands Park schools at drop off and pick up time. But public transport is not an
option for most of those 900 children (not to mention the staff!) Those who live west of Laingholm
(Parau and beyond) do have a bus. Some children live close enough to the schools to walk, use a
bike or a scooter. Most (but exactly how many?) need to be dropped off in spite of the fact that those
three schools are on the 171 bus route.
Woodlands Park School Children living on the Titirangi side of the school can use the bus to and
from school – but the bus stops have no shelters and are some distance from the school, which is
especially inconvenient on a rainy day. Children on the Laingholm side of the school have the same
problem that the Laingholm school children have.
Laingholm School
Children living at the far end of
Laingholm Drive could either catch the 7.40 am bus, which
would get them to school rather early, or the 8.47 bus which
would get them to school late. As for returning home – they
would have to go through New Lynn!
The Rudolf Steiner School This school has a different
catchment area but again has the problem of the bus only
going one way past the school and there is no bus stop.
In the April 2019 issue of The Roundabout there was news
(from Greg Presland, the chair of the Waitakere Ranges Local Board) that, in 2021, the 171 bus
timetable is to be increased to an hourly service 7 days a week. Will Auckland Transport discuss with
the community what its needs are before they introduce the new timetable? The buses will have
more passengers if it suits the needs of those living along its route. It is ridiculous that we have 3
schools with 900 pupils and they can’t use the bus to get to and from school!! People wanting to
attend activities at the hall and the church have the same problem as Laingholm School pupils. The
bus needs to go in both directions through Laingholm (as it was in the good old days). The car park
at Tangiwai Reserve would make a good terminus and turning point.
One thing more – cost. $1 a ride for a school child doesn’t sound much, but 10 rides a week for two,
three or more children and it becomes more economic to use the car. I’ve read thatMayor Phil wants
to reduce the cost of Public Transport for children going to and from school. Great idea, Phil!
Reduce it to zero!
The three schools mentioned, Greg Presland and Auckland Transport have been invited to comment.
Laingholm Local
The Roundabout Volume 55/1 March 2020
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Welcome 2020!
Ngaā mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa! - A warm
welcome to you all! What a wonderful vibrant start to
the new year and new decade it has been!
As every year, the school community and supporters
came together on the Saturday before school started for
a Working Bee to reconnect with each other, the
facilities and the land to make everything shine again
after the long hot summer. The vitality and goodwill
brought to the work is a wonderful expression of the
love for the school,
the education and this very special environment and is
well rewarded with a hearty shared community lunch
following all the hard work along with the buzz of
expectation for the year ahead.
Opening Assembly
School then began with the opening assembly of the
year – a Mihi Whakatau and Rose Ceremony where we
welcomed the new teachers, new students and their
families to the Lower, Middle and Upper school. This day
marks a significant moment in time for the incoming Class
One
children, being welcomed into their first school assembly.
In Steiner schools, an effort is made to acknowledge
important moments in childhood and to celebrate these
with rituals that bring reverence and meaning to their
lives. Traditions and celebrating festivals throughout the
year brings a sense of rhythm and anticipation. The
Rose Ceremony encircles our school year, taking place
on the first and last day of school. In the ceremony at
the beginning of the year, we witness the Class Twelve
students welcoming the Class One children, guiding
them into the hall, where they join the rest of the school,
and presenting them with a rose. At the end of the
school year, we will see the Class One children present
a rose to each Class Twelve student to farewell them as
they graduate from the
school. Roses are recognised all around the world as a
symbol of significant moments. They are complex, their
structure mysterious and labyrinth in nature

Flourishing
New Enrolments
2020 has brought many new families to the school
community with new classmates for every class
throughout the school. Currently Classes 2, 3, 6, 10 and
12 as well as Kindergarten and Nursery are at capacity
with Wait Lists emerging.
New Initiatives
The year also began with several new initiatives
getting underway:
A combined choir for Classes 7 - 10 (Years 8 – 11) with
a highly trained choirmaster parent; and an exciting
native nursery project led by a local nurseryman legend
began with Class 10 - harvesting and propagating native
plant seeds from the school land; and extending
gardening lessons to the Food Forest area began for
Classes 4-7 in the Lower School.

Titirangi
Rudolf
Steiner
School
New Playground
is here!
Last month the new playground was completed and it is
great to see the children enjoying it at break times. We are
so grateful to The Trusts for the opportunity to participate
in the Million Dollar Mission and for all the amazing parent
and local support that made this possible!
An opening celebration is scheduled to take place on 28
February.

Titirangi Earth
Festival
Titirangi Earth Festival hosted at the school had a
successful inaugural event last year and we are delighted to be
hosting it again. The festival is a family-friendly event to
gain knowledge, meet like-minded people and have fun.
Resilience is the key theme for 2020 and water is a
common thread - join us on Friday night for supper and a
progressive and informative evening of leading-edge
speakers, as we weave together inspiration and solutions.
Saturday offers an amazing array of over 40 exciting
workshops for adults and children. So much to choose –
from bushcraft, whittling and circus skills to African drum
and dance, charcoal art, permaculture, composting,
fermentation, seed saving, beekeeping, blacksmithing
storytelling etc etc – there’s bound to be something for
everyone!
The festival concludes with a closing ceremony at 5.30pm
followed by an evening of music, a night bat walk and Star
Gazing.
For more information:
www.titirangiearthfestival.com and tickets are
available through Eventbrite.

The Roundabout Volume 55/1 March 2020

- 26 -

upcoming events
resilience
and abundance

Proudly hosted by Titirangi Rudolf Steiner School

NativeNewZealand flora:
Wharawhara (Astelia banksii)
Artwork by MAMAKAN

Supper with Speakers
Friday 3 April 2020 at 6:30 pm
Join us for a progressive and informative evening of leading
edge speakers, as we weave together inspiration and
solution into the topic of resilience.

Over 40 different family friendly wor kshops
Saturday 4 April 2020 from 9 am-9 pm
In a changing climate we are being asked, more than ever, to
come together as a community. Join these workshops to
learn how.

TITIRANGI

EART
FESTIVAL2020

Book now at www.titirangiear thfestival.com

Open Day dates /times/info:
Wednesday 18 March
1.30pm: Kindergarten Open Afternoon
followed by:
3.30pm: Open Classroom of
Class 1-12 work.
Display of students‘ work and teachers
available to speak with.
Friday 27 March
11am - 12.30pm: School Tour including
visiting classes during lessons.

For more info, visit our website at:
www.titirangi.steiner.school.nz
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The Celtic
Aesthetic of
Esoteric
Christian Art
with Van
James
Illustrated Talk - Fri 6 March 7.30pm Ar tistic
Workshop - Sat 7 March 9am - 1pm
Rudolf Steiner House, 104 Michaels Ave, Ellerslie
Celtic Ar t, in the midst of the Dark Ages, radiates an incredible inner
light and life force that silently weaves through the very foundations
of Western culture and demonstrates echoes in ar t as far afield as Asia
and Polynesia. From the cloistered monasteries of Ireland and the
Myster y Centres of Scandinavia flowed a dynamic spiritual impulse
that transformed ancient pre-Christian themes and myster y imager y
that shaped the Christian culture of Europe and the wider world to this
day.
An illustrated Friday evening lecture will be followed by a morning
wax
crayon and pastel drawing workshop (no experience necessar y)
together
with fur ther explorations into this remarkable ar t that has influenced
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GREG PRESLAND
In Response to ‘The Forgotten Suburb” article on page 22
“I agree that it would be ideal for school kids to walk or cycle or catch the bus to school.
During the school holiday period Auckland’s transport system works quite well. But as soon
as school and university start, it is chaos.
Things are not helped by the funding used for school busses and for general public
transport coming from two different sources.

This means that there is little, if any,

coordination of services.
The Local Board has been working for a while with AT for the reintroduction of a Huia bus
service. We even agreed to the cancellation of a New Lynn bus service, one that produced
similar benefits to the train service, with AT so that the new service could be funded.
AT is still investigating funding of the new service.
Ideally the local board could complete the projects in our Greenways Plan and entice many
more students to walk and cycle to school. We intend to lobby Council to grant us a
dedicated fund so that these projects can be accelerated.”

We have been producing and printing the
Roundabout since 1964 and now we have an
online version! The same Roundabout that has
been arriving in your letterbox ten times a year
can now be found on the web - in colour!

Just point your browser at:
www.theroundabout.org.nz
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Book Reviews
G E O R G E WAD S W O R T H & I AN J O H N S O N

Swimming Home
by Deborah Levy
Having been introduced to the author by her book of
short stories “Black Vodka- well worth a read , I
paddled my way through Swimming Home which
was short listed for the Man Booker Prize in 2012 I
like the author’s style quirky original and meaningful.
Joe ,his wife Isabel and their daughter Nina along
with two family friends Mitchell and Laura arrive at
the tourist villa near Nice for their summer holiday.
They are confronted by a body in the water ,but Kitty
Finch was not dead . Indeed she was very much alive
and rushed out of the pool -naked. Isabel invites her
to stay with them as there is a spare room and she
has nowhere to stay. So the scene is set. Secrets are
unveiled ,relationships examined and the ending is? –
I don’t want to give it away.

armed home invasion which nearly took his life. What
can you do when such vicious attacks are made on
your character? It would appear to be not a lot in
New Zealand unless you are prepared to spend your
life and much money fighting back. Blomfield has
done this through sheer determination and despite
the limited interest of the police in his case. The
author puts it succinctly: ‘‘Hateful words create hate.
And, as we have seen so viscerally in the Matt
Blomfield story, words don’t have to make things
come true. Words create the world.’’ This is a book
that everyone should read to understand the negative
power of the internet. There are two appendices
which suggest ways forward. One by the author on
“Understanding Bullying” and one by a barrister on
the broken laws on defamation in New Zealand but
suggesting some fixes.

Memory Pieces
by Maurice Gee
Maurice Gee was born in 1931. He grew up in
Henderson In 1967 he married Margaretha Garden.
The book is divided into three parts. The first is partly
a description of his mother’s childhood written by
her and his father’s story is there as well. The second
part tells Maurice Gee’s own story up to the age of
eighteen and the third is the story of the author’s wife
who in 1940 ,the year she was born travelled with her
mother to New Zealand from Sweden This book will
take readers back to a bygone era and if old enough
will evoke memories of their own, of when they grew
up in a New Zealand that has changed forever.
Lyndahl, Gee’s mother, wrote and had published
stories and poems when young but never went on
with a writing career. The author writes lovingly and
sympathetically about his parents and wife and I
found the whole book fascinating and enjoyable

Whale Oil,
by Margie Thomson (Potton & Burton, 2019)
Anyone that followed the “Dirty Politics” saga
leading up to the 2014 New Zealand general election
will be aware of Cameron Slater’s Whale Oil blog site
which used sources close to a faction of the National
Party to push a political agenda. This book covers a
non-political attack which turned into personal abuse
and revenge on an individual, Matt Blomfield.
Starting in 2012, it included allegations of dubious
business dealings, fraud and perversion. These have
proved to be false as indicated by Margie Thomson’s
meticulous research and Blomfield’s final success in
suing for defamation last year. The amount of
damages will be finalised by the courts in the next
few months. But over the past seven years this has
taken a toll on Blomfield and his family including an

Laingholm Baptist Church
1 Victory Road
Sunday Service time: 10 am
Youth: 6.45 - 9 pm, during term time.
Pastor: Simon Radford 09-817-4323
Youth & Children’s Pastor:
Alison Diprose 021 141-1483
Other Activities
see http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/
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Your company, big or small, could be
advertised in ‘The Roundabout’.
For as little as $23 a month we will carry
your message into 1900 households
between Titirangi and Whatipu.

Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

See page 4 for details or contact
our advertising manager at
<advs@theroundabout.org.nz>
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The Big Dry
The brigade has been in a state of high alert over the
summer thanks to an extended period of hot, dry
weather. The area went without rain for more than 40
days which resulted in fire and emergency prohibiting
all fires in the open. Fortunately most people
responded well to the ban and at the time of writing
here had been no major fires in the Waitakere Ranges.
However a few who thought it was OK to light “just
a small fire” had a visit from the fire service and had
their fire put out . Small fires have the ability to very
quickly become big fires and an example was a bush
fire which was started started by an accidentally
dropped cigarette at the end of Kauri Point Road in
early January. The brigade sent both its fire trucks to
the scene and was backed up by a Titirangi crew. The
fire spread to the cliff face which created a few
challenges in that the tide was in and it couldn't be
fought from the base of the cliff. Contact was made
with the crew of a small boat via mobile phone and
they were able to tell the crews on the hoses where
the water was falling. In the picture on the right a
firefighter, secured by a safety harness, directs a hose
over the cliff . Although some rain fell towards the
end of the month it wasn't sufficient to break the
drought and the brigade asks residents to take care,
not light any outside fires and to report any signs of
smoke or fire by dialling 111.

Out and About

Keeping Up Skills
Every six months our medical first responders go
through a revalidation conducted by a training
officer from St John Ambulance. In February
Anthea from St John put them through a series of
scenarios designed to test their knowledge. Here
Station Officer Duncan Milne deals with a “patient”
made up to look like he had suffered a lifethreatening event.
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We took our ‘Gator’ all-terrain vehicle to MOTAT
for the emergency services open day and gave
rides around the area at the back of MOTAT 2.
Thanks to brigade members Steve Baugh and
Arie Litherland who gave up their day to give
visitors a treat.
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More Crashes
Huia Road with its numerous tricky corners continued to catch out more motorists, even during the
extended dry period. Most
crashes happen on wet roads
so it was a surprise to be
called out to the same
corner just down from the
Woodlands Park Road / Huia
Road roundabout twice
within a few hours in dry
weather. The first call was just
after midnight where a vehicle
had gone a considerable
distance down a bank and
into a creek. Fortunately the
driver received only minor
injuries. The road had to be
closed for a short time a couple of days later as a recovery vehicle dragged to car out of the creek and up
the bank. Eight hours after the first call the brigade was back at the same corner where another vehicle had
rolled on its side. Again, there were no serious injuries. The light rain which fell after a long dry period was
the likely cause of another crash where a vehicle went over the back just a few hundred metres from the
earlier crashes. Fortunately the driver and her dog were OK. When we do get rain again please remember
it can cause a phenomenon called “summer ice” when the oil and other substances that have accumulated
on the road during the dry period come to the surface.

Gold Star Honour
Laingholm brigade Station Officer Barry Scott and wife Debbie are applauded as they walked through an
honour guard at the start of a ceremony to mark 25 years of service and the presentation of the United
Fire Brigade's Association Gold Star. Barry was joined by friends and members of his family, some of
whom had made the trip from
as far away as Western Australia,
for the ceremony in the
Laingholm School Hall. Fewer
than 5% of firefighters receive
this award which is the fifth for
Laingholm. The presentation
was carried out by Laingholm
Chief, Graeme Booth. in his
capacity as a Past President of
the association. Presentations
were also made by Area
Manager Murray Binning on
behalf of Fire and Emergency,
Deputy Chief Evan Taylor of
Titirangi on behalf of the
Auckland Provincial Fire
Brigade's Association, Gary
Aitken of Warkworth welcomed Barry and Debbie to the Gold Star Association and Deputy Chief Paul
Bolton presented a gift voucher on behalf of the Laingholm brigade.
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Talk
Thursday March 19th, 7.30pm.

Professor Roger Davis
The Scientific Dilemmas of Climate Change:
where are we now and what is a NET?
Roger Davies, Professor of Climate Physics at the University of Auckland will start with an
objective overview of climate change and where it appears to be heading. The goal will be to
demystify the science behind climate change by answering the following questions:
What do we know for sure? Agreed to by most or all climate scientists.
What is plausible but not proven? … but just as hard to disprove.
What is best-guess speculation? This is where the scientific discussion gets most heated.
Professor Davis will also talk about unresolved climate science dilemmas that he finds interesting
and will then look into the future and introduce the latest buzz

Free & all welcome!
For further information, phone Liz 0274 762732 <lizanstey@hotmail.com>
Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd.
Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards.
Koha appreciated to cover hall hire.

Money Matters
The Roundabout banks with Kiwibank and they
have advised us that, from the end of February,
they will not be processing cheques. Most of The
Roundabout’s income is from selling advertising
space, and most of our advertisers do pay us by
direct credit. But we also derive income from
subscriptions and donations. It is wonderful that
there are people who move away from the area
and pay $30 a year towards the cost of having a
magazine mailed to them. The donations we
receive from individuals and organisations are
like the icing on the cake.
So – it’s now March and we need all payments to
be either cash (but please don’t put it in the
post!) or by direct credit to our bank account,
which is:
The Roundabout Society Incorporated
Kiwibank 38 9017 0529446 00
- 38 -

Please state in the reference box whether this is
advertising, a subscription or a donation
and, advertisers, please put your invoice number
as the code.
Thank you, everyone, for your continuing
support of, possibly, the oldest magazine in New
Zealand that is produced solely by volunteers.
Doreen Sunman
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(Treasurer)
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Titirangi Library

Events Titirangi Library March 2020
Saturday 14th March 2020, 2pm – 4pm
The Titirangi Poets meet on the second Saturday of each month at Titirangi Library.
This month the featured poet is LIBBY KIRKBY-MCLEOD. Libby will be reading from her debut
poetry collection: ’Family Instructions Upon Release’ (Cuba Press, 2019). She lives in Mt Albert
and produces NZSA oral History Podcast.
In addition, we will have our usual afternoon tea and round robin where everyone is encouraged
to read a poem their own or someone else’s.
MC Amanda Eason.
All welcome.Saturday 21st March 10.30 – 11.30am: Artist’s talk. Steve Carr has been
working as the artist-in-residence at McCahon House, across the mediums of sculpture, moving
image and photography. Join us for a complimentary tea/coffee during Steve’s 1-hour slide
presentation, followed by the option to stay another hour while we screen 4 of his short films.
Our seed library is now up and running as we have had many generous donations from the
community and now have enough seeds to share. Come and visit our display in the entrance to
the Library – bring some seeds to swap. We have assorted herbs, flowers and natives ready to
go to their new forever homes!
Titirangi Library runs two monthly adult book chats where you can join our lively discussions
about what you’ve been reading. Meet like-minded readers and discover your new favourite
book. All welcome, just turn up. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided. First Saturday and
first Tuesday of the month at 2 – 3pm.
The library will be hosting musical performances in early April as part of the Titirangi Festival. Details
will be on our Facebook page closer to the time.
For the kid’s we have an exciting evening coming up at the end of the month:
Friday 27th March 5:00-5:30pm: Teddy Bear Sleepover
Bring your teddy, your dolly or your toy animal to stay the night in the library!
Listen to bedtime stories together then tuck your teddy in to bed and call back on Saturday 28th
March to reunite and see what they got up to during their sleepover.
After-school social gaming at Minecraft Club
Thursdays 3:30-4:30pm
Get creative, start crafting! Build and play in imaginative worlds. Novice or expert, join the club and
meet other crafters, play with your friends and swap tips and tricks. Own device and Minecraft logon
required. No registration required. Suitable 5+
Preschool learning at Words on Wednesday
Wednesdays 10.00am
Featuring stories, songs and interactive learning that encourages a love of reading while developing
listening and social skills. Great fun for 3 -5 years

Christine Carter
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Doreen Sunman
Independent Distributor

QUALITY

PRODUCTS

PHONE 817 6486
PHONE 817 6486
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WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL

Inside this
report
Roundabout Reporters

Our Stories, told by us

Support Australia Day
Our values

Roundabout Reporters
Kia Ora. This year’s “Roundabout Reporters” are: Eva Skinner, Bella Matopo, Charlie Aitken, Eden Fitter, Evangeline Aitkin, Ivy Faulkner, Emma Engelbrecht, Elsa Fern, Ava MacDonald and Isabel Bibby.
I look forward to working with them, to bring you ‘our stories, told by us’.
Kate Richards, Librarian

Support Australia Day

A huge thank you to everyone for their show of
Manaakitanga on 14 February. We raised $560.00
which will be sent through the A.P.P.A (Auckland
Primary Principals Association) and on to
Australian schools to support their needs
following the fire devastation over the
summer. A special thank you to Hazel, Danni
Lee, Ngila and Ella who were amazing
ambassadors in the lead up to and making things
happen on the day! We are very grateful to
everyone for their support.
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Our School Values
Our values have formed part of the school charter since 2016 and this year will be
developed school wide forming part of our strategic direction for the school. Our values
encapsulate the key competencies from the NZCF (NZ curriculum framework), learner
dispositions and Te Ao Maori perspectives delving more deeply into the breadth of each
value. Our values are;

Manaakitanga - Respect | Whanaungatanga - Relationships |
Rangatiratanga - Leadership | Kaitiakitanga - Guardianship
Embedding our values will be a journey over the next three years, in which we hope to go
from strength to strength. We are striving towards our values being explicit and
visible in all aspects of school operations and practices. Our teachers have been
developing a shared understanding of these values and have planned explicit lessons to
support our children’s growing understanding of them. We will celebrate with our
children when they are displaying the values through awarding certificates at
assemblies.
Nardz Stephenson - WPS Newsletter—Term 1 / Week 3

Hauora
In term 1 and 2 we will build a
common understanding of Hauora
from the health curriculum
including the model of
Te Whare Tapa Wha, ensuring all
students feel safe and have a place
of belonging:
Taha tinana—Physical health
Taha hinengaro—Mental health
Taha whanau—Family health
Taha wairua—Spiritual health

- 43 -

Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

EASY SUMMER SALADS
FROM ADRIENNE PEEK

SALAD WITH A DIFFERENCE
4 Hard-boiled eggs
350g Chopped, cooked potatoes or
courgettes
Few handfuls lettuce or rocket leaves
1 Small onion - chopped
1 Capsicum - chopped
250g Chopped and cooked beans
4 Tomatoes cut into wedges
½ Cup olives
8 Anchovy fillets
4 Tablespoons chopped fresh mixed herbs
Place all these ingredients into a large bowl and make the following dressing and pour over and serve.
Dressing
2 Cloves crushed garlic
1 Teaspoon Dijon mustard
4 Tablespoons red wine vinegar
8 Tablespoons olive oil
1 Pinch salt and black pepper
1 Pinch sugar

COURGETTE STRIPS SALAD
2 Courgettes - peeled with a potato peeler to
make strips
2 Tablespoons olive oil
1 Onion - chopped
2 Chopped garlic cloves
1 Cup basil leaves
Grated cheese to taste
½ Cup toasted walnuts
Fry onion and garlic for 5 minutes, add strips
of courgette and sauté for about 5 minutes.
Remove from heat and stir in cheese and
walnuts.
Top with chopped basil and serve warm.
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Feeling stressed, overwhelmed or
Hypnosis could be the
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Huia Fitness Classes (Huia Hall)

Walking Waitakere and Beyond
Adventure at your back
door …

Wednesday 25th March
Waiheke Island:
Waiheke Island is the most populated and
second-largest island in the Hauraki Gulf
of New Zealand. Bring lunch and make a
day of it.
Grade: Easy
Meet: City Ferry Wharf

Time: In time for the 10.00 am sailing

MATIATIA HARBOUR

$5 per walk per person
Registration essential
To register, email: kaylindley@xtra.co.nz
The Roundabout Volume 55/1 March 2020
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Gidday and kia ora fishos, So, into a new decade already and if you're as old as me you will remember when
the year 2000 only existed in science fiction comics. Well at the time of writing most fishos are totally hacked
off with the never ending southwesterlies. All is calm and innocent at 9am but by lunchtime we're getting
blown out of the water and if it's an outgoing tide you end up with the lines round your neck and god-awful
tangles with your rigs wrapped round the anchor rope. All this would have been bearable of a decent haul of
fish had come on board but not so. Nature seems to be out of kilter every which way, not only fishing but the
garden, the weather and the cost of toilet rolls! Is the apocalypse approaching we ask ourselves.
Was lucky enough to get an invite over the bar recently. The skipper is a helluva nice fella but feels the need
to go halfway to Oz to catch fish. However we got a really good haul of gurnard, lovely eating – far better
than snapper.
Everyone knows about Sod's Law- if something can go wrong it will and never more true than in fishing. Was
up by the ski lane recently with a decent snapper on using a long trace, but long traces and short arms are a
bad combination – there's the snapper on the end of the line and I can't reach him so try to swing him over
the side and into the dinghy but he hits the side and falls off. This brought on a fit of cussing and
blaspheming but blow me down if it doesn't happen again. Then just to totally throw me into a state of
apoplexy I have a rod laid in the bottom of the boat because Himself won't put me in an extra rod holder.
Anyhow, don't know how it happened but somehow the line of the rod I was holding got round the spool of
the one on the floor, a fish gets on, I wind in and it's mayhem with a massive tangle of line round the spool of
the other rod, leaving two rods out of action (it's enough to turn one religious).
Have seen some huge shoals of mullet go past our door. The frustration of not being able to net for them
because of all the Maui dolphins that infest our harbour is unbearable but better not go there – don't want to
upset the dolphin huggers.
Now a handy tip if you haven't already thought of it. Those little clip jobbies you can get in all sizes that are
the handiest things ever – put them on all your sinkers so you can change sinkers quickly when needs be
Stop Press: Just had a fishing report from a mate of mine who was fishing by the legendary hole down by
Whatipu. In less than two hours they caught 26 snapper – all big ones – the biggest being 62cm. He's a good
Christian fella so I totally believe him (might be a good idea to turn religious after all, eh?)
Ok, that's all the nautical news so will try to find some jokes I haven't already told that are suitable for a family
publication.
Fisho goes up to an attractive lass in a nightclub and says would you like to dance. She looks him up and
down and says I wouldn't dance with you if you were the last man on earth. Excuse me says the fisho, I don't
think you heard me correctly. I said you look fat in those pants.
Odd signs seen in places of business: Laundrette – automatic washing machines, please remove all your
clothes when light goes out.
Health food shop: Closed due to illness.
Toilet block: Toilet out of order. Please use floor below.
Fisho slips on some dog poo as he walks into a bar, moments later a Hell's Angel does the same thing. I just
did that, the man says to him, so the Hell's Angel hit him.
Finally, a man sees a picture of his wife in the nude at an art show and asks her did you pose for that. Don't be
daft she said, the artist painted it from memory.
Ok fishos, that's all for now,

Tight lines! - Winnie the Wharfie.
The Roundabout Volume 55/1 March 2020
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West Auckland welcomes back EcoFest West, the annual environmental festival
bringing together over 100 events from 21 March to April 19. This year’s programme
features interactive workshops, experiences and activities that celebrate and
restore our natural environment, and teach ways to live more sustainably in our
neighbourhoods.
Across events that cover food, art, household hacks,
transport, and restoration, there is fun to be had and skills
to be taken home and shared. Join Bike Henderson riding
the rail corridor from Swanson to New Lynn and see
another perspective on the neighbourhood, learn about
paper making with The Re-Creators, and discover the
benefits of Rongoā with the Ranui Community Garden.
Bring the whole whānau to learn about freshwater life in
our streams, or take in some spoken word from young
poets with solutions to climate change while perusing the
local market. You could even refresh your entire wardrobe
at the New Lynn Library’s clothes swap. There are so many
ways each and every person can take part in West
Auckland’s love for our environment, and learn ways to live more sustainably at EcoFest
West.

Coming up in your neighbourhood during EcoFest West:
EcoHub Market Day
Saturday 21 March, 10am-3pm
EcoMatters, 1 Olympic Place, New Lynn

Laingholm Stream & Bush Care
Sunday 5 April, 1-3pm
12 Western Road, Laingholm

Composting Workshop
Saturday 4 April, 3-5pm
Barnett Hall, 2 North Piha Road, Piha

Night Walks With Nature - Discover Matuku Link In The Dark
Sunday 22 March, 7-9pm
Matuku Link, 111 Bethells Road, Te Henga

Visit ecofest.org.nz for the full EcoFest West 2020 Programme.
EcoFest West is brought to you by EcoMatters Environment Trust and funded by the HendersonMassey, Waitākere Ranges and Whau local boards, and The Trusts Community Foundation.
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Titirangi Theatre
Costume Hire
Garage Sale.
Saturday 28th & Sun 29th
March 2020
Time 10am – 2pm
At the Treasure House,
Titirangi,
(in Carpark behind
Lopdell House)
Reducing stock to
make room for
more fabulous
costumes
Very Reasonable
prices

by Martin McDonagh
Directed by Paul Roukchan
Tickets available at $12 to $25 at Titirangi
Pharmacy

Eftpos available
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
TRANSPORT TO MEDICAL FACILITIES

St John West Auckland Free Health Shuttle
(Donations welcomed to help cover costs)
Phone 0800 925 2672
For Waitakere Hospital or any West Auckland medical
related appointments commencing between 9.30 am and
1.15 pm - door to door service.
Hospital Shuttle
For Greenlane, Auckland and North Shore Hospitals
Phone 0800 809 342
Pick up and drop off at the Titirangi bus stops
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WE NEED YOUR CANS
Your aluminium cans are useful to us
Please put them in the bin beside the
Laingholm Fire Station.
The cans are recycled and the
money raised helps to fund
the Laingholm Fire Brigade’s
Medical First Response Work.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Huia Hall
Easter Monday April 13,
10am onwards
To book a table phone
Pam, 8118628
- 57 -

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years
experience.
Anything considered.
Phone Annette 817 4505
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COMMUNITY NOTICE
SERVICES

HALLS FOR HIRE

EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance

111

COMMUNITY CONSTABLE

817 0040

HENDERSON POLICE STATION

839 0600

LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION

817 5475

HUIA FIRE STATION

811 8885

ELECTRICAL FAULTS

0508 832 867

WATERCARE

442 2222

AUCKLAND COUNCIL

301 0101

HEALTH & WELL-BEING
TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE

817 8069

HEALTH NEW LYNN

827 8888

INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE

817 6772

TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY

817 7102

MEALS ON WHEELS

828 5812

VILLAGE DENTAL CARE

817 8012

TOUGHLOVE GROUP

624 4364

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS

0508 425266

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL
Phone 817 5140

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE?
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm
Primary School Hall and Community
Room are available for private or
community group use. Community Room
is $15 per Hour and the Hall is $40 per
hour.
Use of kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL
Refurbished and refreshed after a long
closure is now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

EDUCATION
LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL

817 8874

TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL

817 4386

LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN

817 4372

LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE

817 3489

LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB

021 159 4540

WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB

021 159 4540

LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE

390 8828

HUIA HALL FOR RENT
Lovely environment, easy parking,
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100.
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 021 142
0563 or Email:
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

COUNSELLING
LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU

817 4323
0800 367 222
818 8634

FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE
The Huia Fishing and Family Club,
48 Foster Bay Avenue.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
CARL HARDING
DAVE LAWRENCE

811 8672
QSM,

Funeral Celebrant

817 7026

UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant

021 304916

TED TURNER, (by appointment)

817 3073
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The Advertisers you see in
the Roundabout each
month keep the
Roundabout going.
That’s not to say that the services of
the 50 or so volunteers who write the
articles, composite the Roundabout,
print it, compile it and distribute it,
are not vital.
But paper and ink, staples and
printers cost money so
When you want the services of
a trades-person, or the supply of
goods and materials, please use
our advertisers and be sure to let
them know where you saw their
advertisement.
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