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OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 1st September 2021  

The deadline for ALL copy is   
Monday 23rd August 2021 

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 

Roundabout will be sent monthly by the Roundabout 
Society. They may be paid via internet banking to: 

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt payment is always appreciated 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)   $91 

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)  $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)  $36 

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)  $27 

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)   $2 

August 2021       Vol 56/6 Contact Phone No: 817-4658 

MANAGING COMMITTEE FOR THE ROUNDABOUT

LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING
Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may 
be published. Anonymous articles or those with just 
pseudonyms will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be 
reproduced provided that the source is acknowledged and 
the author’s permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS
The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout or their 
helpers, or the committees that they represent. Whilst 
every endeavour is made to print the truth, the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout can accept 
no responsibility for any printed article or advertisement 
printed herein. The responsibility for each article or 
advertisement remains with the group, or person, or 
persons who submitted them for publication. 
As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the 
right to edit where necessary. This is to protect ourselves 

and you, the contributor, from any action that could be 
taken, and to keep the tone of our publication high. Editing 
is done by the Roundabout production team. All political 
adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. 
Advertisers should be aware that the liability of the 
Roundabout Management Committee for any errors 
ofomission or commission is limited to the refund of any 
money which the advertiser may have paid for the 
appearance of the offending advertisement in any issue of 
the Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES
We prefer to have artwork and articles submitted 
electronically wherever possible. The online address is: 
editorial@theroundabout.org.nz     or 
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com.
ncluding the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line 
ensures that your material goes into the current copy folder 
and avoids accidental loss. t also helps us if you provide 
contact details for invoicing and to help sort out any 
problems that may arise. Common formats including *.docx, 
*.pdf , *.jpg and *.png files are preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of charge 
by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, Parau, Cornwallis 
and Huia areas. We are happy to mail copies outside the 
free delivery area at a cost of $30 for ten issues (March to 
December). However, the latest issues can be found at our 
web-page: theroundabout.org.nz 
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Enrol at kindergarten today! Go to our 
website: 

www.aka.org.nz/laingholm-kindergarten 
436A Huia Road 

ō
ā

From the cradle to the 
grave we are forever 
learning. 

Our ‘Living Eggs’ were an amazing 
experience for our tamariki and 
whānau. 
We eagerly watched as all of our 
eggs hatched and then everyone was 
astounded at how quickly those 
little chicks grew. 

Our ‘Living Eggs’ chicks influenced our art work and created many conversations 
and discussions. We were able to have quiet individual cuddle times with them, and 
we were impressed with how well our tamariki looked after them. This was a great 

learning experience of how to care and nurture living creatures. 
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Lecture Series 
Thursday 19th August 7.30 pm

For further information, phone Liz 0274 762732 lizanstey@hotmail.com
Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd. 

Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards. 
Koha appreciated to cover hall hire. 

Adam Weller is the sustainability manager of a large company. As a board member of SBN 
(Sustainable Business Network) he will talk about his experience of how this relatively new role 
of ‘the sustainability professional’ is working with businesses to address climate change. He’ll 
discuss carbon footprinting and how they use it. As it is a tool we can all use ourselves as well as 
individuals, he will explain how this can help us make the best choices for the climate in our 
daily lives. He will also go through the new Climate Change Commission advice to the 
Government and cover the question  ‘Is New Zealand ready for a low carbon economy 
supported by the circular economy?’ .

 How can you use carbon footprinting  
to combat climate emergency? 

Adam Weller

The Lady Green-fingers 

The recent wet, cold weather has made it hard to summon up any enthusiasm for the garden 
but the brief fine spells can be used to do some general cleaning up and weed pulling as well as 
giving the soil some love. Adding compost at any time is always beneficial and if you have 
planted cover crops such as mustard and lupin over the winter you can start digging them back 
into the soil, giving them time to rot down and add nutrients. This is also the time to think more 
seriously about spring planting, sowing seeds in trays or directly into the soil if it's warm 

enough. Plant early season lettuce but protect it from slugs and snails. If you want 
home grown potatoes for Christmas dinner you need to start them sprouting now - 
Rocket and Cliff's Kidney are good early potatoes while Swift are fast growing. If you 
want some colour you can add the red skinned Red Rascal or Desiree to the mix.You 
can also continue with the winter staples of cabbage, cauliflower, silverbeet and 

broad beans. Now is a good time to replenish your herb garden with sage, 
coriander, thyme, rosemary and parsley. In the flower garden you should 
be picking your flowering bulbs such as daffodils, jonquils and hyacinths. 
Bring on spring! 
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Your Advertisement could appear here! 

It would only cost you $23 

to reach 1900 homes between 

Titirangi and Whatipu 
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Murmurations  
by Carol Lefevre
Everyone I know who has read the eight stories in 
this slim 108 page volume,has been engrossed. 
Although each story stands on its own, the author 
has cleverly and subtly interweaved the characters 
from story to story, almost without the reader 
realising it. So lives intersect,part, come together 
again in unexpected ways, soar and swirl,- a 
‘murmuration’ in fact. In her acknowledgment the 
author says that although the stories are not set in 
a specific place she was inspired by eight paintings 
by the American artist Edward Hopper. He is well 
worth looking up on Wikipedia. This book is not to 
be missed.It is beautifully written and totally 
absorbing. 

The Drop  
by Michael Connelly
The author is a prolific crime writer and he 
introduced Detective Harry Bosch to readers 
in 1992 This novel was published in 2011 and in 
2021 Harry Bosch is still going strong. In The Drop 
Harry and his partner Chu are investigating a cold 
case where the DNA evidence from blood found 
on the murdered victim came from one Clayton 
Pell who had a record.The snag is that Pell was 
only eight years old at the time of the murder . 
While Harry was pondering on this problem he 
was summoned by the Police Chief to drop 
everything and investigate the death of the son of 
Irvin Irving who was a very influential Los Angeles 
congressman and who had been the scourge of 
the police department for many years Eventually 
Harry finds out what happened but not before we 
are given a fascinating insight into the workings of 
the Los Angeles Police Department and an 
understanding of how politics has a powerful 
influence on the Department. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the novel - a real page 
turner.  

Klara and the Sun  
by Kazuo Ishiguro (Faber, 2021)
is the first novel by this author since winning the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 2017. I have read 
some of his earlier books (he is not prolific) and 
enjoy the ease of his writing style and beauty of 
his stories. This novel is classified as ‘science 
fiction’. I have not really read science fiction for 
over 50 years – loved the John Wyndham books 
(‘The Day of the Triffids’, ‘The Midwich Cuckoos’, 
etc) for example. Whereas those books are 
straight exciting stories, ‘Klara and the Sun’ is 
more of a fable of the human condition and about 
what is happening in the present-day world. Klara 
is an Artificial Friend (AF) who is in a store of AFs 
run by Manager. AFs are sold to humans, usually 
children. She is eventually sold as a companion for 
Josie, a child with serious health issues. It becomes 

clear that Mother is wanting Klara to possibly 
become a surrogate daughter. Klara has astute 
observational qualities and studies and reflects on 
human behaviour while being conscientious, only 
seeking to do right by Josie and her family. She 
makes wry observations about the human 
condition. Without giving anything away, this is a 
novel of suspense beautifully revealed by the 
author. While I would normally avoid anything 
classified as science fiction, the elegance of 
Ishiguro’s writing drew me into a novel that is very 
relevant in today’s world. 

Richard III was briefly king of England until his 
early death in battle in 1485. About ten years ago, 
his skeleton was found under a car park in 
Leicester; it was subsequently reburied in Leicester 
Cathedral in 2015. So how does this relate to a 
crime book written 70 years ago - , first published 
1951) The Daughter of Time by Josephine 
Tey (Arrow Books 2009). Richard III was 
crowned King of England on the death of his older 
brother Edward IV. Richard reputedly imprisoned 
and murdered Edward’s sons (the so-called 
‘Princes in the Tower’) so he could become king. 
Inspector Alan Grant is recuperating in hospital 
and to pass his time researches and reads his 
country’s history to study the man accused of 
these murders and then put forward a case that 
more than likely, Richard was not responsible for 
the murders of the princes. Absorbing detective 
work nearly 500 years after the fact, the crime is 
‘solved’ from a hospital bed! It helps that the 
author has a deep knowledge of English history. 
This would have to be one of the most unusual 
crime stories around.  Josephine Tey wrote about 
half a dozen books based around the character of 
Inspector Grant. 

And the “quickie’ for August – Loud by Tana 
Douglas (ABC Books, 2020): Books relating 
to the modern music industry can be sensational, 
self-indulgent and, let’s face it, boring. This book 
is a bit different. Tana Douglas’s memoir is about 
the world’s first female roadie (if you have to look 
that word up, no need to read any further). Tana 
was just 16 when she ran away from an abusive 
household in the 1970’s. She ended up working 
for a band that was shortly to hit the big time – 
AC/DC. Starting off doing sound and lights she 
worked globally for many of the world’s well-
known bands and artists. She later moved into 
tour management and logistics. Work in the music 
industry, particularly touring, is a colourful 
existence and she has some wonderful 
observations and tales to tell, some rollicking, 
others poignant. There is an impact on her 
personal life, her relationship with her son being 
particularly sad. Never boring and easy to read. 

Book Reviews 
GEORGE WADSWORTH &  IAN JOHNSON 
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Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575 

Plumpton Family Collection HSM:PF08 

Your company, big or small, could be 
advertised in ‘The Roundabout’. 

For as little as $23 a month we will 
carry your message into 1900 

households 
between Titirangi and Whatipu. 
See page 4 for details or contact 

our advertising manager at 
advs@theroundabout.org.nz 
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A two-storeyed home in Tinopai Road Titirangi was virtually 
destroyed by fire last month despite the efforts of crews from 
five fire appliances. The blaze broke out in the evening and 
the home was well alight when the first fire truck from 
Titirangi arrived just a few minutes after the first call. They 
radioed for assistance which turned out the second Titrangi 
appliance, Avondale, Glen Eden and our number one 
appliance with a crew of six.  Fortunately the occupants 

escaped 
without 
injury.  
Fire crews 
had to 
cope with 
numerous hazards including exploding gas bottles. 
One car parked alongside the house was burned out 
and a van was damaged 
This incident graphically illustrates just how fast 
property fires move these days and how important it is 
for all homes to have working smoke alarms. The 
pictures show Laingholm crews working at the 
incident. The fire was investigated but the cause 
was undertermined. 

The sign outside our station says it all – we need 
recruits to help us with the many duties carried 
out by today's fire brigades. We particularly need 
people to train as volunteer fire fighters and 
medical responders. But there are opportunities 
for people to help us in roles such as operational 
support, who assist with traffic control at 
incidents. Then there's public education such as 
visiting schools and pre-schools and fitting 
smoke alarms. We are a friendly crew and 
welcome those wanting to join our ranks 
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Keeping our community safe 
from fire is an important part 
of our activities and last 
month we were at the 
Woodlands Park 
Kindergarten taking the 
children through a fire safety 
programme. They had been 
learning the " get out stay 
out" programme which 
involves a story book, 
learning a song and being 
given booklets to take home. 
After that they went outside to 
look at our number one fire 
engine and have a turn at 
using a high- pressure hose. 
Maybe we will see them as 
recruits in years to come ? 

Wearing breathing apparatus is a skill 
that our members constantly revise and 
here we have Becky, Matt and Kit 
catching their breath after a training 
session on station. Breathing apparatus 
skills are very necessary should a crew 
have to enter a burning building to rescue 
trapped occupants. But many toxic fumes 
are given off by today's fires due to the 
contents of average suburban homes and 
breathing apparatus is needed by any fire 
fighters working in smoke, even from 
outside. 
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Greeting would-be bowlers! 

Thought I’d mention a few of the does and don’ts of bowling. It’s hard to believe the multitude of 
rules and protocols that are associated with simply rolling a bowl down a mat. 

Now there are several cardinal sins a bowler can commit; from minor misdemeanours that incur only 
mild chastisement, to major transgressions that could lead to ex-communication. Starting with small 
misdeeds. Neither hands nor feet should be touching the mat when delivering the bowl (which must 
be underarm). It is not allowed to walk down the mat to see where the kitty (white ball) is when it’s 
obscured by other bowls, nor is it OK to call out to your partner and ask where it is. 

There are more serious violations, like bowling so badly that your bowl invades another mat, 
scattering their bowls and then most shame-making of all, knocking the kitty off the mat which can 
give your opponents’ up to three points.  

Then there is non-ethical behaviour like yahooing and cheering when the opposition knocks one of 
your bowls to snuggle it up to the kitty. Or jumping up and down and gloating when your 
opponents’ bowls go off the end of the mat. So, a sense of propriety and good sportsmanship is 
needed if you want to win friends and influence people!! 
As I say every month, if you want to experience all this excitement first-hand then get along to bowls 
on Wednesdays, 7.30pm at the Huia Hall. All ages welcome – our youngest player is 11 and the 
oldest are in their 80’s. 

See you there 

HUIA INDOOR BOWLING 
and Social Club

PRESIDENT: BRAM BARRAT 

When is Laingholm's centennial ?
Anyone who has lived in the area for a while should be able to tell you that Laingholm is named 
after George and John Laing who farmed here from 1854 on. The farm and the large home near 
Laingholm Beach was known as Roseneath. But in the 1920's the farm was cut up, roads were put 
in, sections subdivided and the community became known as Laingholm. But when in the 1920's 
did that happen ? It's important to know because it may be that our centenary as a community will 
occur in the next few years, if it hasn't already. 

I have seen some posters from the 1920's advertising the “ Laingholm estate” showing the sections 
available and the prices being sought for each individual one. But was that when the subdivision 
began, or had it happened previously 
? 

I have been in touch with Laing 
family descendant Wayne Mackenzie 
who has plans to write a book about 
the area. He is busily researching 
Laingholm's history and being able to 
produce a book to mark the 
centennial sounds a great idea. 
Maybe we should organise a 
celebration ? It would be a pity to let 
such an important anniversary just 
slip by. 

So if anyone has any information as 
to the actual start date let's be 
hearing from you.

Graeme Booth 
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☎  021 709 783 
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A display in the
Orpheus Gallery of the Huia Museum. 

The anti-fouling anchor was cast in 1860 for the Royal Navy.  It was dredged up by 
trawlers near the Kaipara Harbour in 1983.  The background to this display is a 
reproduction of the painting of the wreck of HMS Orpheus on the Manukau Bar  
on 7 Feb 1863.

For more information  
visit the Huia Museum between 1.30 and 4.30  

on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. 
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L r  t   E it  
Dear Ed 
We really enjoy your community mag, the lively book reviews and local history articles. Ken 
Turner’s heart-warming story about his mechanic’s loyalty and Ken’s robust stance against local 
Council’s lack of accountability is music to our ears. Add Auckland Transport to the mix and a 
Mayor whose eye is on a potential job in Washington. If legitimate questions are asked about 
the flagrant waste of ratepayers’ money and time in many areas of life, predict cones of silence 
from those who are responsible. They have no shame. 

Little Huia 

Hi Mary, 
Thank you for your kind words. We are indeed most fortunate to have many 
people in our neighbourhood carrying on the ‘Great West Coast tradition’ of 
interdependence and general stroppiness. 
I’d also like to think that the Roundabout, in its 56 years, has had some small part 
to play in this total process.   Editor  

Stealing Gandhi

Ken Turner asks a good question in the July Roundabout. How come no one has been charged 
with stealing truckloads of orange tags for rubbish bins, most recently in May this year? 

I tried searching the web for details, but ended up browsing the web, and that was an hour gone, 
that could have been spent playing sudoku. 

Aucklanders must pay millions, over and over again, says Mr Turner. 

Well, a million dollars is only about 70 cents each, and a million a week is only a pizza a year, each, 
and I could well cut down on pizza. 

“Billions” is different. A billion is a thousand million. If the council risks losing billions of dollars in 
coming years by hedging– that is, gambling–against interest rates, then I wish them luck. 

My hedge will be a thousand pizzas in my deep freeze. 

And then a neighbour will steal just one tag off my rubbish, and put it on theirs. What would 
Gandhi do? I ask myself. 

Gandhi would leave a second tag out with the bins on the roadside, so that the neighbour need 
not steal. 

Then they would share a pizza. 

Good on them, I say. 

Ken McAllister 
Hi Ken, 

I can’t speak for Gandhi himself of course, but I very much doubt he would be in 
favour of ‘bins by the roadside’ anyway. I worked with two Indian Gandhist 
organisations back in 1991 as a ‘Volunteer Technical Advisor’. They would have 
considered the ‘free’ wheely-bin as providing an excellent mobile biogas generator. 
But they would also have been astounded that our ‘villagers’ in New Zealand actually 
pay their Councils to remove both a potential fuel and a high-quality fertiliser/soil-
improver. To charge for bio-degradable rubbish and then sequester it in land-fill 
would, to them, be inexplicable. “Surely,” my Indian colleagues would ask, “they 
should be paying you for this valuable resource?” 
Curiously, 21stCentury India had largely forgotten Gandhi - - - - . Editor 
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Craig Love 

Release Therapies in Parau 

Together we address: 
S ffness and balance 

Back, neck and joint issues 
Unexplained or persistent pain 

Pre/post opera ve support 

The hurts, and unexplained mental, emo onal 
and spiritual imbalances that fa gue and cause 

us more than ever to wonder how to free 
ourselves, all ul mately can be soothed and 

corrected by our 
very own Highest Poten als. 

I, Craig Love, offer  skills in 
Feldenkrais® Movement Correc on, and 

ConTact C.A.R.E – Flinchlock Release Therapy® 
as the best way I can assist 

your journeying on in freedom. 

Ph: 09 817 5595 www.release.net.nz 
Mob: 0220 668 337  (0220 MOVE FREE) 

Ph: 09 817 5595 Mob: 0220 668 337 
www.release.net.nz 

I, Craig Love, offer my training in: ConTact 
C.A.R.E – Flinchlock Release Therapy® & 

Feldenkrais Method®mindful movement improvement 
for the be ering of you and your Horse's movement, 

through clearing: 
s ffness and pain 
balance and gait 

rela onship blocks 
and fear, shock or trauma, 

in either being, that may be holding the past in place. 

Craig Love 

Release Therapies in Parau 

Operation Possum Blitz 
Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand. 

They are destroying our forests, our gardens and eating our bird’s eggs. 

Right now, they are seeking a cosy spot to breed 

and spend the winter, possibly in your shed, garage or roof. 

Right now is the time to set your Timms Traps

Phone June on 817 8315 or Linda on 817 4338 for a Timms Trap 

Email: op.possumblitz@hotmail.com $45 to purchase a Timms Trap 

(Instructions will be given . . . . . . . ) 

This is a voluntary project, supported by Biosecurity, Auckland Council  
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High School, School, Kindergarten, Nursery & Playgroup; Telephone: 817 4386; 5Helios Place, 

Titirangi. e-mail: admin@titirangi.steiner.school.nz; website: www.titirangi.steiner.school.nz 

upcoming events 

A Titirangi Rudolf Steiner School Initiative. 

follow us on facebook @titirangivillagemarket 

10am - 2pm 
Titirangi War Memorial Hall 

500 South Titirangi  Road 

February to November 
+ 2nd and 3rd Sunday of 

December 

Last Sunday of 
the Month 

After school te reo 
Māori class 

We are delighted to offer an a er school te reo 
Māori class alongside our weekly lessons for students 

with Te Reo Tuatahi, a programme 
suppor ng the teaching of te reo Māori in schools. 

W h e n :  M o n day s  3 . 1 5 p m  - 
4 p m 

W h e r e :  U p p e r  S c h o ol 
Sci enc e room 

W h o :  T e e n s  -  A d u lt s 

A l l  w e l c om e .  P l a c e s  a r e 
l i m i t e d . 

To book and for further informa on, please email 
Catherine c.albiston@trss.nz 

Kindergarten, 
Nursery & Playgroup 

Information Afternoon 
Wednesday 18 August 1.30pm 

Come along and learn about the 
education philosophy and practice 

for Early Childhood. 
Visit the Kindergarten and Nursery 

rooms and gardens including 
Ngahere, our bush base, for 
Kindergarten and beyond. 

To register or for more information, 
phone the school office 817-4386 or 

email: m.ryder@trss.nz 
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Have you visited your local museum ?   
Come and have a browse! 

The museum is full of local history,  
and a wide range of 

 artifacts are on display. 

Entry :    Adults $2.00         Children $1.00

Museum Opening Hours :  
Saturday and  Sundays  from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm 
(summer) or 4.00 pm (winter). 

Enquiries :  info@huiamuseum.org.nz
Group Bookings : PH 09 8118 845 

What a year this has been, what with Covid-19. 
Surprisingly though, over the year we have had 623 visitors at the museum --- down from the 
previous year of 785. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t have the Volunteer Lunch and Oral History Day. 
Huia Market Day in October 2020 was a great success for the museum raising a good amount of 
money from serving refreshments in the kitchen. And the cake competition which always draws 
plenty of  entries was also a good earner. 
We had a successful Armistice Day celebration with the support from the Titirangi RSA. We had 
the privilege of  the Australian Consulate General attending the service at Spraggs Memorial, 
Cornwallis. 
We gave the Phil Sharp award to George and Ann Wadsworth for outstanding services to the 
community. 
This year we supported the the Annual Farm Day at Karamatura Heritage Farm on February 6th.  
Various people helped with activities, and we also sold hot sausages which was another good fund 
raiser. 
We have finally signed the lease for the land that the museum sits on from Auckland Council, for 
another 20yrs, for a peppercorn rental. 
The roof  is getting restored and cleaning with new paint. Thanks to Jason Coleman from Rocket 
Freight. 
In late 2020, the CMSS (Canberra Model Shipwrights Society ,) on behalf  of  the model builder’s 
family, contacted the New Zealand High Commission in Canberra,  enquiring as to whether they 
would know of  a suitable final home for the model of the Huia. The model  builder  Mr Jeffrey Taylor,  
(passed) was inspired to build the model after reading the Log book of  the Huia.  A copy of  the log 
book is held at the museum. The model is now on display at the Huia Settlers Museum for all to 
see and to read its fascinating history. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to farewell and thank two wonderful Trustees, Luke Burnett and 
Rosalie Hunter, who resigned over the past year as they were off  to greener pastures. But we are 
pleased to report we have gained two more wonderful people Doreen Sunman and Liz Steel. 
To conclude I’d like to thank the new Auditor Irene Hunter. The Huia Fire Brigade, Huia Fishing Club, 
Huia Ratepayers, Phil Wilkinson from Cambrian Plastics, Jason Coleman from Rocket Freight, 
Jonny Hayward from Te Pahu Roofing, Poul Scott Huia local, who does lots of little jobs around the 
museum, and all the wonderful Trustees and volunteers --- we couldn’t survive without all these 
tremendous people in our community. 

Carl Harding 
Chairman 
Huia Settlers Museum 
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Early in June, I was walking, with friends, 
alongside the depleted Lower Huia Dam 
Reservoir, when I spotted a small flock of  birds, 
flitting backwards and forwards across the 
exposed shoreline.  I, rather doubtfully, suggested 
to one of  my friends that they might be 
whiteheads. She agreed 
with me – and she was 
used to seeing them 
because, until recently, she 
was a guide on Tiritiri 
Matangi. 

Not so long ago, 
whiteheads were extinct on 
the North Island, but still 
plentiful on Little Barrier 
and Kapiti Islands.  They 
have been re-introduced to 
off-shore and mainland predator free sanctuaries, 
including Ark in the Park, in the Waitakere 
Ranges.  When I advised Annalily, the chair of  
Forest and Bird Waitakere, that we thought we 
had seen them, she was very excited.  They had 
not been seen for ages!!  The manager of  Ark in 
the Park visited Huia with recordings of  
whitehead song, but was unable to attract them 
and confirm the sighting. 

So – if  anyone is out walking, especially 
alongside the Lower Huia Reservoir, do keep a 
lookout and if  you think you have spotted these 
delightful little birds, please contact https://

arkinthepark.org.nz/get-involved/volunteer-
resources/ and go to “Get involved” on the 
Volunteer resources page or phone 810 7014.  
Note the date you saw them, the exact time and 
location, how many birds there were and, if  
possible, whether any had bands and what colour 

the bands were.  If  you have 
the skills and the right 
equipment a photograph 
would be fantastic.  And, of  
course, record your name 
and contact details. 

Over recent months, people 
who live in The Forgotten 
Suburb may have seen 
signs and pink ribbon 
markers which indicate trap 
lines.  Many people put out 

bait or set traps on their properties to catch rats, 
stoats and possums.  There are now also 
organised teams doing the same, with Council’s 
support, in the reserves.  Birds like the whitehead 
are very susceptible to predation as these 
introduced species take their eggs and chicks 
and compete for their food.  That’s why they 
became extinct on the mainland.  As we work 
towards a pest-free Laingholm and a pest-free 
New Zealand, these birds (and others) will return 
to our gardens and entertain us with their 
acrobatics as they forage for insects in the trees. 

Laingholm Local 

A Paataka Kai has opened in Huia.
The (Pātaka Kai) Open Street Pantry Movement  

is a  grassroots solution to an immediate local need.    

HOW DOES IT WORK?

So the idea is - you TAKE what you NEED and LEAVE what you CAN.   

It’s open 24/7, no appointments required, no form filling, no criteria, there is no koha (donation) 
tin or money exchanged for anything.  It is literally, go have a look, if you need something please 
help yourself.   

If you can leave something, know that your community THANKS you Also NO ONE mans or 
watches the pātaka every minute of every day, this really is an open pantry to our community.  

The Huia Pataka is currently in the driveway of 10 Upland Rd, Huia.  
We also post information and updates on the Parau/Cornwallis/Huia FB page as well! 

Miriam Loretto (miriam@talk,co,nz) 
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CONNECT WITH YOUR NEIGHBOURS 

informed 
It's important to know the different ways you can stay informed during an emergency.

Radio

 If the power goes out, a solar or ba ery powered radio (or your car radio) can help  
you upkeep  to date with the latest news. In an emergency, tune to these sta ons:

Radio New Zealand 
The Hits 
NewstalkZB 
MoreFM 
Magic Talk

Online 
For local updates, check  h ps://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz/
Do it now so you will be familiar with it! 

Auckland Council, 24 Wellesley Street, Private Bag 92300, Auckland 1010 
09 301 0101, 09 301 0100 
aeminfo@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
h p://www.aucklandemergencymanagement.org.nz 

Na onal updates will be available on the Na onal Emergency Management Agency's website
h ps://www.civildefence.govt.nz/and @NZcivildefence Twi er channel.h ps://twi er.com/
nzcivildefence 
Facebook: NZ Civil Defence (facebook.com) h ps://www.facebook.com/NZCivilDefence/

Emergency Mobile Alert 

Emergency Mobile Alert is a way of receiving informa on about 
emergencies in your area. If your life, health or property is in 
danger, Emergency Mobile Alerts can be sent to your mobile, 
without needing to sign up or download an app. 

FIND OUT MORE  h ps://getready.govt.nz/prepared/stay-informed/
emergency-mobile-alert/

As we have seen recently, we s ll have unpredictable winter weather ahead of us. So lets all be prepared for 
the uncertain. Keep the house warm but safely,  stock up on vital supplies, no need to go mad on it, know how 
to communicate to others your needs or offering help to others. 

Remember!  Anything can happen! And it may well! 
Keep safe! Contact me: kevin453@gmail.com 
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PUMPKIN RECIPES 

FROM ADRIENNE PEEK 

THAI PUMPKIN SOUP
1 Tablespoon Thai Curry Paste or more if  you want 
it hotter. I use a curry paste sachet 
1 kg Chopped and Peeled Pumpkin 
1 1/2 Cups Chicken or Vegetable Stock    
1 ½ Cups Coconut Milk 

Heat a large pot and fry curry paste for 1 minute, 
add the pumpkin and stock. Cook until pumpkin is 
soft. Mash or blend the pumpkin, add the coconut 
milk and heat until hot.  
Sprinkle with a topping of your choice. I add 
chopped mint, spring onions, parsley or coriander. 
Serve. If  you want it super-hot, place a chopped 
chilli on top. 

PUMPKIN SALAD
1 kg Pumpkin cut into wedges 
4 Tomatoes, halved 
Olive Oil 
Sea Salt and Cracked Pepper 
½ Cup Pine Nuts 
150 Grams Chopped Spinach Leaves 
1 Avocado - Sliced 

DRESSING
3 Tablespoons Honey 
2 Tablespoons Red Wine Vinegar 
1 Tablespoon Olive Oil 

Place pumpkin and tomatoes on a baking tray lined 
with baking paper and sprinkle with olive oil, salt 
and pepper. Bake at 200 degrees for about 25 
minutes or until soft.  
Sprinkle with pine nuts and bake another 2 minutes 
until the nuts are golden. To make the dressing 
whisk the honey, vinegar and olive oil.  
To serve, place the spinach leaves and avocado on 
plates and top with pumpkin, tomatoes and pine 
nuts. Pour over the dressing and serve.  
You can use kumara in either of  these dishes as 
they turn as just as well. Another alternative to this 
recipe is to roast potatoes and omit the tomatoes 
and avocado and serve topped with 150 grams of  
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Dr Michelle Conning  
Dr Sheetal Patel  
Dr Stephen Wong 

Dr Su-Lin Boey  FAMILY PLANNING 

FAMILY HEALTH 

ACCIDENTS 

ACUPUNCTURE 

TRAVEL  HEALTH 

VACCINATIONS 

HEALTH CHECKS 

HOME VISITS 

MINOR  SURGERY 

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd. 
PROCARE

2 Rangiwai Road, Titirangi, Auckland 0604 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range  of general practice services 
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Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm Weekdays 
All Hours Phone (09) 817 8069 

Post 
Office 

Titirangi 
Medical 
Centre 

Ti rangi 
Village 

Church 

R O 
WE ARE 
HERE 

Dr Michelle Conning  
Dr Sheetal Patel  
Dr Stephen Wong 

Dr Su-Lin Boey  FAMILY PLANNING 

FAMILY HEALTH 

ACCIDENTS 

ACUPUNCTURE 

TRAVEL  HEALTH 

VACCINATIONS 

HEALTH CHECKS 

HOME VISITS 

MINOR  SURGERY 

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd. 
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2 Rangiwai Road, Titirangi, Auckland 0604 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range  of general practice services 

for you and your family. 

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm Weekdays 
All Hours Phone (09) 817 8069 
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Whiteheads/ popokotea (mohua albicilla) are found only in the North Island. The 
yellowhead/mohua is its South Island cousin.  They live in noisy groups of about 8 birds 
spending most of their time in the tree tops.  They are similar in size to sparrows or wax 
eyes, but their white heads and under parts make them distinctive.  They feed mainly on 
insects but also some fruit of native trees.  The long-tailed cuckoo lays her eggs in 
whitehead nests. 
Whiteheads were once very common throughout the North Island, but habitat destruction 
and introduced mammals (rats, stoats etc) had a devastating impact and, by the 1960s, they 
were only found on Little Barrier and Kapiti Islands.  Since 1990, they have been successfully 
translocated to predator free sanctuaries, as they do not fly far enough to relocate 
themselves.  The species is now of “least concern”, meaning that it is no longer at risk of 
extinction.  In 2004 the birds were reintroduced to the Waitakere Ranges’ Ark in the Park 
from Tiritiri Matangi, but birds do not respect boundaries and they have not been seen 
there for some time.  A recent possible sighting on the shores of the Lower Huia  Reservoir 
has raised hopes that they have been rediscovered. 
Please contact https://arkinthepark.org.nz/get-involved/volunteer-resources/ if you think 
you have seen whiteheads or phone 810 7014.  Note the day and time, precise location and 
weather conditions.  Try to count them and if you can see any leg bands, note the colour.  
Photographs would be great too, if you have the skills and equipment to capture small, 
active birds! 
If you’d like to know more about whiteheads, there’s plenty of information on line, 
including images and recordings of their song.  

Doreen Sunman

Have you seen this bird?
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Local Policing, Broadband in the Waitakere Ranges
and Covid Vaccines 

Dr Deborah Russell 
MP for New Lynn

Local Policing

I regularly catch up with the local Police Area Commanders for the New Lynn electorate. Avondale 
and Blockhouse Bay fall into the Auckland Police District, but all the rest of the electorate is 

covered by the Waitemata Police District under area 
commander Inspector Sunny Patel. 
The policing issue that people in the Waitakere Ranges 
most often contact me about is noise from the police 
helicopter. If police are keeping track of a vehicle, it can 
seem like the helicopter is making a huge amount of 
noise in one area for no good reason. However 
Inspector Patel has told me that the helicopter is 
expensive to run it isn’t being used for fun or just to 
annoy locals. If you can hear it around your home, there 
will be a good reason for it. 
In general, property crime is not high in the Waitakere 
Ranges. Theft of vehicles is more common, so the usual 
rules apply: don’t leave valuables in your vehicle, lock it 
up, and if possible keep it garaged or at least on your 
property if you can. 
If you have a non-urgent policing matter, you can 
contact the police yourself by phoning 105. If the matter 
is related to police policy, you could contact me and let 
me know, and I can raise it with our local area 
commanders at one of our regular catch ups. Of course, 
in an emergency situation where you need immediate 
help from the police, call 111. 

Broadband in the Waitakere Ranges

In my office we’re continuing to work on broadband 
access and cell phone coverage in the Waitakere 
Ranges. Not all of the Ranges will be covered by fibre, 

but most places should be able to get good VDSL broadband, or get good access through a local 
WISP (Wireless Internet Service Provider). You can check what kind of broadband you have 
available at your property by going to https://broadbandmapnz/home 

Crown Infrastructure Partners are also working on mobile coverage. I’m happy to pass on 
information to them so that they can build up a better picture of where mobile coverage needs to 
be improved. If the coverage at your place isn’t good, let me know, including letting me know 
which network you’re on and your address, so that we can understand the problem and help to 
get better coverage. NB: as with standard information collection law, I won’t use your address for 
any other purpose. 

Covid Vaccines

Unfortunately, we’re all becoming aware that COVID is here for the long term and that our world 
won’t be returning to the way it was. Our vaccination programme is ramping up and by the end of 
the year, everyone who wants a vaccination against COVID should have been able to get them. I 
know some people are hesitant about getting a vaccination, but as I’ve said before, think about it 
carefully and talk to your doctor for advice. I think it’s also worth remembering that getting 
vaccinated is about helping to protect the whole community so that all of us are safe. 
As ever, if there’s something you want to talk over with me, feel free to email me on 
deborah.russell@parliament.govt.nz or call my office on 09 8206245. 

Ngā mihi, Deborah 
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Small Building Projects Ltd 

Lucas Adam Fernandez 

(m) 020 4077 7736 
(e) lucasbuildingprojects@gmail.com 

DECKS/FENCES/PERGOLAS/ 

AWNINGS/ RENOVATIONS/ 

PAINTING/PLASTERING/ 

GARDEN BOXES/ 

MAINTENANCE/ 

TREE CUTTING 

Quality Work. Best Price. 
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Tuesday 3rd August 11.30am – 12.30pm:  
Dr Mels Barton is the coordinator for Kauri Rescue and gives a talk about current threats to kauri 
and what that means for the forest ecosystem.  

Protecting our taonga Eco day Saturday 7th August 10.30am – 3.30pm: Set aside the day as 
we have a full line-up of events for all the family.  A fun and informative day bringing together 
representatives of local eco groups.  Talks, crafts, displays, and workshops.  For full details pick up 
a brochure at the library or visit us on Facebook ‘Titirangi Community Library’.  

For the last two weeks of August, we’re celebrating NZ National Poetry Day (August 27th) with a 
‘poetry bomb’ in the village retail windows.  Created in collaboration with the Titirangi Poets, enjoy 
poetry while you shop! 

For the youngsters, dance and play at our weekly preschool programs:

Rhymetime for toddlers      Tuesdays 10.30am

Storytime      Wednesdays 10.00am

Wriggle & Rhyme for babies Fridays 9.30am

Special Rhymetime Saturday 14th 10.15am

Learn and create at our weekly after school programs:

Ukulele Club Mondays 3.30-4.00pm

LEGO Building      Wednesdays 3.30-4.30pm

Minecraft Club      Thursdays 3.30-4.30pm 

Titirangi Library 

Walking Waitakere and Beyond 
Adventure at your back door … The next walk is - 

Wednesday 25th   August
Mount Victoria - North head:

Climb two summits in one day without Sherpas 

or oxygen! 

Meet: Devonport Wharf (land end) 

Grade:Lots of hill-climbing obviously. 

Time: 10:30 am. 

Only $5 per walk 

To register, email: kaylindley@xtra.co.nz 
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Cheers from Winnie and roll on summer! 

Hi there fishos, how goes it with the winter fishing? A lot more patience and dedication is needed 
this time of the year and it's easy to quit after an hour or two with barely a bite, your fingers seized 
up with the cold and the wind blowing your stocking tops off. Certainly not for the faint-hearted! 
Was browsing through some old fishing articles lately and came across 'the fisherman's prayer'. 
Good, I thought, this will help fill up the fishing page with a bit of a tweak. 

The Fisherman's Prayer
Lord please deliver me from the many vices that afflict a fisho. 
Grant me the patience and endurance to fish all day with 
barely a bite and when I lose the one good fish, give me the 
fortitude not to break the rod in half. Yea and purge me of 
the evil of blasphemy when a small snapper tangles all 
four lines and grant me compassion to throw it back 
rather than stove its head in. Cleanse me of envy and wrath 
when a fellow fisho shows me his 15lb snapper and give me the grace not 
to jump up and strangle him with a piece of 50lb breaking strain. Fill me 
with generosity of spirit not to covet my mate's catch of ten snapper when 
all I've caught is two measly kahawhai and deliver me from irreligious 
mutterings and yea Lord suffer me not to gnash my teeth and mouth foul 
language when after 20 minutes fishing the weather turns bad and I have to retreat 
empty-handed. All these things I ask in your name and Lord if you could see your way 
to sending me sunny calm days and make the big ones come my way I promise I will 
never again shake my fist at heaven and call you a b******d when things turn to 
custard.  
Your obedient servant,  
Amen.

Well that should do the trick.  

Saw in the latest fishing mag a chart of the harbour and best fishing spots. Seems like anywhere on 
the edge of the Purakau will bag you most species, including kingfish. Well, I wonder about that. I've 
fished all up and down there for 30 years and have never caught a kingfish. So why no mention of 
Cornwallis and environs where kingfish are 'thick on the ground' in the season. Anyhow, other good 
possies are the Papakura channel in the deep and for kahawhai especially around the south side of 
Puponga Point. Another good spot, not mentioned, is the blind channel in the Te Tau bank out from 
Cornwallis. So there you are, no excuse not to catch fish.  

Ok, that's the nautical stuff done with, time for a joke or two. 
Fisho asks his mate, hey Wayne, you scared of dying? No, says Wayne, just don't want to know when 
it happens. 

Fisho says to a mate he hadn't seen for a while, sorry to hear you buried your wife last week. Had to, 
said the fisho, she was dead. 

What lies at the bottom of the sea and trembles? A nervous wreck. 

Income tax has made as many liars out of people as fishing. 

A woman went into the butcher's shop and asked, do you keep dripping? Nah, said the butcher, not 
since I had the operation. 

Ok, that's all,  
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To make your submission head to 
stopthechop.co.nz 

SAVE OUR URBAN FORESTS! 
LESS THAN 2 WEEKS TO STOP THE CHOP 

A new campaign to stop the cutting down of  mature trees in New Zealand’s cities has 
launched today. Kiwis have until August 4th to make an urgent Stop The Chop submission
to ask the government to include protection of  our urban forests in their newly proposed 
legislation so as to prevent thousands of trees from being chopped down every week.  

In Auckland alone at least 1000 trees are being cut down on private land every week. If  
this is allowed to continue, Auckland will lose the vast majority of  its remaining mature 
trees on private land within a maximum of  20 years and future generations will live in a 
compromised urban environment at the mercy of the worst ravages of climate change.  

In 2012, the Government at the time started to make changes to the Resource 
Management Act so as to restrict Councils throughout New Zealand from applying 
appropriate tree protection provisions to our urban forests.  Post 2015 when the new rules 
were finally implemented (against much protest), this deregulated the arboricultural 
industry and, as a result, has led to significant losses of mature and maturing trees in our 
cities. The worst hit specimens have been large trees on private land with an estimated 
250,000+ trees cut down over this time in Auckland alone. Over 60% of  the urban forest in 
Auckland is located on private land, the majority of which currently has no legal protection 
whatsoever. This situation is reflected in cities throughout the country.  

Stop the Chop is proposing changes to the draft legislation which will open the door to this 
possibility.  However, further work is required to develop the necessary legislative targets 
that are required to make effective urban forest protection a reality, before the rest of  our 
large trees on private land are lost in the race for short term financial gain. 

“The worst case scenario is that the new legislation will not require Councils to provide 
much needed legal protection of  the ever dwindling Urban Forest” says Stop The Chop 
spokesperson, Dr Mels Barton.   

“Our cities need to have both quality, intensified urban housing AND a sustainable Urban 
Forest. Other large cities around the world achieve this already, so we need to legislate now 
to ensure we can achieve this in Aotearoa New Zealand as well.”   

Stop the Chop believes New Zealand needs to manage and protect its remaining urban 
tree assets by applying standards and targets in national legislation, which are 
implemented locally via Council planning schemes. There is a need for particular emphasis 
on retaining mature trees because they provide the most significant benefits and are most 
at risk due to the pressure on developable land area with urban intensification occurring at 
pace in a number of  our big cities.  

If  Aotearoa does not legislate to protect the remaining Urban Forests now, the cumulative 
effects of  the ‘property-by-property death by a thousand cuts’ currently happening will 
result in a near total loss of  mature and maturing trees on private land in our intensifying 
cities within 20 years. These trees can never be replaced once the space they occupy is 
taken by buildings and infrastructure. We must act now to Stop the Chop before it’s too late. 



The Roundabout Volume 56/6 August 2021  - 45 - 

Residents close to the Waitākere Ranges can look forward to access to free bins for pest plants for 
another twelve months, as efforts continue in the fight against one of the forest’s major biodiversity 
threats.  
“We’re thrilled to announce the dates and locations for the community weed bins this year, and are 
excited to be able to support the weeders of the Waitākere Ranges yet again,” says Mel Ward from 
EcoMatters Environment Trust, who administers the bins.  
Funded by the Waitākere Ranges Local Board and supported by Auckland Council, the community 
weed bins provide opportunities for people with invasive weeds in their backyard to get rid of them 
at no cost. 
“The bins have been exceptionally well used and supported by the community in the last twelve 
months. We’ve been very happy to see them being used to get rid of the right types of pest plants, 
and I’m pleased to say that the dumping of inappropriate waste has been at its lowest in years,” says 
Mel. 
The invasive weeds accepted at the weed bins are Chinese privet, climbing asparagus, honeysuckle, 
jasmine, moth plant, plectranthus, tree privet (small branches only), tradescantia, and wild ginger 
(roots and seed heads only).  
“To help us make the bins even more efficient this 
year, we’d like to encourage people to use them 
for wild ginger seed heads and roots only as these 
are the parts that will regrow. Wild ginger stems 
and leaves don’t need to go into the bin as they 
can be composted at home. You can just leave 
them on the ground in the bush on your 
property,” says Mel.  
“This ensures that the bins aren’t filled with 
unnecessary green matter, and are used in the 
most efficient way in our fight to protect the 
Waitākere Ranges,” she says.  
To find out more, visit ecomatters.org.nz/
weedbins

Weed bins are also available on an ongoing basis at 
Huia Domain and Piha Domain.  
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Huia Fitness Club 
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Firewood
Manuka from Northland 

Bone dry, stored 2-3 years 

Average hessian sack 35kg 

$40.00 per sack 

Ph 817-6046 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years 

experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Huia Road  

Horse Club AGM

Sunday 8th August @ 2pm 

436b Huia Road  



FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE 
The Huia Fishing and Family Club, 
48 Foster Bay Avenue. 

HUIA HALL FOR RENT 
Lovely environment, easy parking, 
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100. 
Contact: Huia Hall Managers  
021 142 0563 or Email: 
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE? 
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm 
Primary School Hall and Community 
Room are available for private or 
community group use. Community 
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is 
$40 per hour. 
Use of kitchen $8 per hour. 
Phone School Office 817 8874 

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL 
Refurbished and refreshed after a long 
closure is now available for hire. 
For details phone 817 9175 

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL 
Phone 817 5140 

HALLS FOR HIRE 
EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance   111 
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE  817 0040 
HENDERSON POLICE STATION  839 0600 
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION  817 5475 
HUIA FIRE STATION  811 8885 
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867 
WATERCARE  442 2222 
AUCKLAND COUNCIL  301 0101 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069 
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888 
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE  817 6772 
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY  817 7102 
MEALS ON WHEELS  828 5812 
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE  817 8012 
TOUGHLOVE GROUP  624 4364 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266 
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman))  816 9018 

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 817 4386 
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN  817 4372 
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE  817 3489 
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE  390 8828 

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU    0800 367 222 818 8634 

CARL HARDING 811 8672 
GRAEME BOOTH, Marriage Celebrant 817 4658  
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 021 304916 
TED TURNER, (by appointment)  817 3073 
JENNY MACINTYRE, Marriage & Funeral 021 434837 

CELEBRANTS &   
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

COUNSELLING 

EDUCATION 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

SERVICES 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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