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Whatipu 

Here we come! 
To find out why  

See page  14 

To see what our  
Volunteers have  

had to do this  
Month  

Check out pages 
32-33 & 42-43 

What are our schools doing? 

Laingholm pages 6-7 
Woodlands Park pages 20-21 

TiƟrangi Rudolf Steiner pages 44-45 

What’s on at Huia SeƩlers  
Museum? 

CoƩage on the waterfront? 
Page 40 

Book Reviews 

34 

TiƟrangi  
Library  

Programmes 
Page 26  

Whats cooking? 

See page 38 
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OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 4th October 2023  

The deadline for ALL copy is   
Monday 25th September 2023 

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 

Roundabout will be sent monthly by the 
Roundabout Society. They may be paid via internet 

banking to: 

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt payment is always appreciated

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)   $91 

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)  $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)  $36 

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)  $27 

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)   $2

September 2023   Vol 58/7 Contact Phone No: 817-4658

Chairman: Graeme Booth    817-4658
Treasurer: Doreen Sunman    Secretary: Frances Rodden    
Accounts: Gina Towl                       Printer: Neil Thomas 
Advertising: Keith Towl               Production: Kevin Gill 
Circulation & Deliveries: Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995
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Dirk’s Works 
Insured - Qualified

All tree work - let light in, pruning, thinning, 

hedges, fruit trees, dead tree removals 

10% discount within 15 minutes of 
Cornwallis 

Section cleanups 

Some handyman services 

021 029 344 39 

09 8118 958 
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Studentsatም‘TheGreatest LittleSchool inምtheUniverse’ምwill reachtheምstars.

September’sምPhotoGallery 
“Sports,ምsportsandምmoresports”

Laingholm, asasmall, school definitely “sports” above its size. Thismonthfocuses 
onSwimming,Rippa,CrossCountry,Cricket andHockeyandGymnastics 

InTerm1, LaingholmPrimarywent to theWestAucklandSwimChampsatWest 
WaveAquaticCentretocompeteagainst all of our local schools. Aftera tight 
fought competitionandabout30racesLaingholmcameoutontop,winningthe 
overall title.Well donetoall ouramazingswimmersandour support crewwho 
camealong

LaingholmPrimary tookfour teamstothecricket interschools. 
BoththeAteamsmade it intothefinalsof their respective 
grades. Theboyswontheir gradeandthegirls camesecond.Mr 
Coxisalwaysreallyproudofour teamsandthewayweconduct 
ourselves.Wealwaysdowell competitivelyat all sports events 
weenter, buthe ismosthappywhenweshowour school
values.

Schoolsprogramme.

Laingholm Primary School Hall 

Thursday 21 September 2023   9:30am to 10:30am
The Greatest LiƩle School in the Universe proudly  
presents the world premiere of our documentary  
about the school and village.  
We have collected a fascinaƟng range of stories 
from some of our local residents.  
StarƟng with the early days, the film traces how 
school, home and social life have changed over 
the years. 
• 
Learn how Sandy’s Parade got its name. 

• 
Relive the day a whale got stranded at  
Laingholm Point. 

Our students have been incredibly creaƟve,  animated all these stories and many more.
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Students atም‘TheGreatest LittleSchool inምtheUniverse’ምwill reachtheምstars.

September’sምPhotoGallery 
“Sports,ምsportsandምmoresports”

CrossCountry: 

CrosscountrywasagainheldatKonini 
School at theendof term1. Thechildren 
ranreallywell andcamesecondoverall. 
Thereweresomeamazingresultsandall 
thechildrenperformedtheirbest. 

Gymnastics 

OurGymnastics teamhasofficiallywon 
theWestAucklandGymnastics 
competitionfor the 11thyear inarow.On 
the 18thofAugusta48strongteamwent 
downtotheWaitakereGymnastics centre 
andonceagaintookhomethe title.What 
anamazingbunchof athleteswehave. 

Hockey: 

At thebeginningof term3Laingholmtook 
four teamstotheWestAucklandCluster 
HockeyTournament.All thechildrenreally 
enjoyedtheirdayandtherewere lotsof 
comments fromthechildrenhowthey 
nowwant to joinhockeyteams. Theboys 
teamcamefirstoverall andall theother 
teamshadamixtureofwins, losesand
draws. 

Ourparenthelpers arethebest andwewould like tothankthemfor 
comingwithus. 

The ‘sports section’ of thisRoundabout articlewaswrittenbythe
students fromRoom17. 

LaingholmPrimarySchool,ም’TheGreatest LittleSchool intheUniverse’ 
will becelebratingits75th Jubilee in . 

Thecelebrationswill takeplacearoundtheምMatarikiholidayweekend 
withevents runningfrom to

. 

If youምwouldliketohelp, or registeryour interest in the Jubilee, pleaseምe- 
mail theschoolonoffice@laingholm.school.nz.
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The Forgotten Suburb 
Recently, whilst amusing myself on my 
sewing machine, I was listening to the radio 
and there was a feature on songs about rain.  
How appropriate, considering the excessive 
rainfall that has fallen this year in the 
Forgotten Suburb.  One song that was not 
mentioned was “It might as well rain until 
September”.  Well – it’s September so please 
will the rain stop now͑ 

The Forgotten Suburb is not alone here, of 
course, many parts of the country have been 
impacted by 2023’s over-abundance of 
rainfall.  There has been flooding, scars from 
slips are still clearly visible and work is being 
done on  “drop-outs” below the roads. 

It does feel as though it’s rained all year.  
There is a rainfall chart on the Restoration 
Ruatuna page of last month’s Roundabout.  
Three months stand out as having abnormally 
high amounts of rain – January (no surprise 
there͑), February and May.  The dams are full.  
Do you remember the early days of the covid 
lockdown when they were less than half full? 
The ground is sodden and slippery, making 
gardening and weeding a challenge.  Going 
out without a raincoat or umbrella is still a 
risk not worth taking. 

It seems that the sun has forgotten us.  
Probably on yet another rainy day, I heard a 
radio item on vitamin D, most of which we 
derive from exposure to the sun.  Concern 
was expressed that, because of the amount 
of rain and, therefore, cloud cover, and the 
shorter winter days, we may not have taken 
in as much vitamin D from the sun as we 
need.   A word of caution here: too much 
exposure to the sun, especially during the 
summer, is harmful because it causes skin 
cancers.  Only short exposure is required for 
us to get enough  

vitamin D and the body stores this vitamin 
quite well. 

Also, sun streaming through our windows 
provides free warmth and light and just 
makes us feel better.  It’s about now that we 
realize that our windows need to be cleaned͑ 

As the world feels the impact of climate 
change, we are not only experiencing more 
intense storms, we are also enduring longer 
periods of drought.  New Zealand has sent 
Fire and Emergency personnel overseas, 
particularly to Canada, to help fight fires and 
gain experience.  They have now returned 
and are preparing for New Zealand’s fire 
season͑  I’ve heard predictions of a warm, dry 
summer.  If the sun proves it has not 
forgotten the Forgotten Suburb and these 
predictions come to pass, we are going to 
have to be very careful this summer.  Will we 
go from one (wet) extreme to another (dry) 
extreme?  A nice balance would be good. 

A sunny day at the beach. 

Laingholm Local 
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Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575 



It may be spring but there are sƟll some chores for gardeners before planƟng the next crops. 
Weeds need to be pulled along with any winter failures and then the soil, especially the clay we 
have in this area, needs to be given a boost with worm wee, seaweed, compost or a generic 
ferƟliser. Slugs and snails love this Ɵme of year so if you've sƟll got some winter staples such as 
broccoli, cauliflower and brussel sprouts you will need to deal to them by either the search and 
squash method or using bait. You can sow or plant beans, peppers, sweet corn and beetroot and 
your seed potatoes should be sprouƟng nicely ready for planƟng in deep, well composted soil. 
Crops that prefer it to be a bit warmer such as capsicum, chilli and tomatoes can be started off 
indoors. 

Watch for brown rot in fruit trees which can be treated with a fungicide. 

Most flower seeds can now be sown and September is a good Ɵme to spruce up the lawn. 

Happy spring gardening! 
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Pony Tales 

M ud M ayhem  
Mud, mud, mud! At Huia Road Horse Club we are getting pretty used to it. Our gumboots get stuck, the 
horses and pony’s feet slide around, and human, horse and dog legs get hosed every day! 

And of course our poor grounds and paddocks have taken a hammering. Muddy paddocks mean less 
grass to eat, which of course means more hay needed! We recently had a delivery of 150 bales of hay 
arrive to us, which the horses and ponies are munching their way through. That’s a lot of bales to unload 
and store – so a huge thank you needs to go to all our members who came to help! We couldn’t have done 
it without you. At our August Club Day, though, the mud was put to some good use to decorate Tink’s 
newly cleaned and mended raincoat! With some mud art, courtesy of  Milly, Cara, Emilia and Olive, she 
now has a cover telling the world she is the “No. 1 Horse”!

E scap in g th e M ud 
Three of our horses managed to escape the mud at the 
beginning of August, for a morning at the beach. Tink, 
Marlo and Bella walked all the way down Victory Road to 
Laingholm Beach, and really enjoyed exploring at low 
tide, rolling in the sand, and snacking on carrots and 
apples before the journey back up. We’ll definitely be 
making the trip again!

W et land  R ecovery 
All this rain has made it clear to our club that one of our paddocks really wants to be a wetland! We will be 
striving to restore this paddock into a wonderful wetland, by re-purposing it away from a grazing paddock, 
and concentrating on planting it out in wetland-suitable native plants. We also plan to include a track 
around the edge that we will be able to ride around, as well as invite our community to walk through on our 
open days. If you would be interested in helping with planting, we’d love to hear from you! 

For more information about what is involved with joining our fantastic club, please contact Louise on 
0274991732, or see www.facebook.com/huiaroadhorseclub. If you want to meet any of our horses or 
ponies up close, don’t forget to come to our next Pony Rides Day – usually the first Sunday of the month, 
from 3-4pm, but please check our facebook page for any updates. It’s a $5 donation per ride, with all 
proceeds going to the cost of keeping our club ponies. 
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Market Day Huia Hall 
Labour Day 

Monday 23 October 
Arts - crafts - bric-a-brac; refreshments 

To book a table phone Pam 8118628 
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Whatipū: Love of place
Join us at Whatipū Lodge on Saturday 30 September starting 1.30pm 

to celebrate the history and love for this wild corner of the 

Waitakere Ranges. 

Come along to hear 

historian Graeme 

Murdoch talk about the history of Whatipū, Maori 

place names and traditions.  The other speakers are 

Bruce Harvey and Wayne Mackenzie who share 

memories of Whatipū. 

The event is held on the tennis court in fine weather or in 

the dining room if wet.  Limited seating is available, so 

please bring your own chair and pillowͭblanket if you wish.  

Dress warmly.  Afternoon tea provided in the Lodge.  

 Koha is appreciated. 

This event is organised by Friends of Whatipū and is part of 

the Auckland Heritage Festival.

Saturday 30 September 1.30pm 

Saturday 30 September 1.30pm 
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Can You help deliver  
The Roundabout 

A new delivery person is required to 
cover the following run: 

161 - 181 & 134 - 146 Laingholm Drive 
( 20 x magazines ) 

Please contact Corrinne 09 817 8280 / 
022 319 3995  

for more informaƟon (or) 
Email: 

corrinne.thomas.parau@gmail.com 

Music classes 
 at laingholM & Parau. 

Do you want to improve your child's 

coordination, reading and maths skills? 

Enrol them in Music Classes in Parau and 

Laingholm. 

Piano, Guitar, Ukulele and Music Theory. 

For Fun, Multisensory,  

Multiple Learning Styles and more music fun. 

Music Makes Intelligent Children. 

Enrol now.  

Contact Ms Heather on 027 513 8141.
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We need a Repair Manual type Long-term Plan. 
We need to reduce ideological future-gazing and increase clarity and specification. 
Every 3 years there’s a review of the Auckland Council 10-Year Long-term Plan (LTP).  
Despite its name, it operates more as a fluid and adaptive ongoing guide rather than a rigid 
plan with a specific termination date.  The periodic reviews are the steering wheel that allows 
the mayor and councillors to guide strategies in response to changing circumstances and 
community needs.  

Historically the LTP review is conducted by the bureaucracy and then passed up to elected 
representatives for review and sign-off, at which point the Governing Body can, and often 
does, make amendments. 

This time Mayor Brown and his Office have flipped the process, producing a draft document 
called ‘LTP 24-34 Direction to Council Group from Mayor and Councillors’. 
I’m encouraged by this proactive action and have enjoyed participating.  However, my input 
has been constrained due to my discomfort with vague concepts and complex contextual 
ideas that I feel invite subjective interpretation.  In short, much better but still too many fluffy 
ducks and still too much PR spin.  Whenever I’ve expressed this concern and shown where I 
see this document could be more prescriptive, I’ve received feedback emphasizing the typical 
style of political direction documents. 

Last month, the mayor met with councillors to finalize the draft.  Councillors generally 
supported the content and appreciated the mayor’s new mayor/councillor lead process.  But 
some raised concerns that this alone wouldn’t rebuild the public’s trust in council.  I sat silent 
thinking “That's because it’s so abstract, it’s easier to understand a good repair manual”.  And 
just like that it dawned on me how to explain what I had been trying to say for weeks. 

The mayor won over the people of Auckland by speaking in plain English “FIX AUCKLAND”.  
The way to engage Aucklanders is to just as simply explain how. This Long-Term Plan review 
needs to be in the style of a REPAIR MANUAL, not some same-old, same-old political drivel.  
Because we have some serious fixing to do. 
 

Storm damage 
 

Failing Maintenance 
 

Needlessly Expensive Capital Projects 
 

Out-of-control borrowing 
 

Te Atatu Penisula and Lincoln Rd motorway off-ramp congestion 
To name just five. 
So, I verbalized my thoughts, and the next day I found it had struck a chord with some people.  
Our Long-Term Plan needs to have public relevance. It needs to be measurable, and it needs 
to be believable.
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Friday Club and CONNECT FC 

Friday Club (for Years 1-6) and CONNECT FC (for Year 7-8) are run by LBC and adults and youth from our community, 
to provide children and Intermediates and their families with a safe and welcoming environment to get to know each other 
and have fun. We also give children and Intermediates a chance to get to know older teenagers in our community - our 
fantastic group of young leaders; to be mentored and encouraged; to think about and explore life with God and to develop 
strategies for resilience that will help them with challenges they encounter. There is no charge. We run by donation. 

If you would like to enrol your child or get more info about Friday Club or CONNECT or RockSolid 
ring Alison Diprose on 021 141 1483.

We are having a lot of fun iin our CONNECT programme at the moment. Our CONNECT programme is on 
Fridays after school in the front building by the road - the Pavillion. It is for Year 7 and Year 8 youth and from 
3.30 until 5.00pm. We loosely follow the Friday Club theme, but also do things of particular interest to these 
older kids. 

Our CONNECT leader, Nathanael, grew up coming to Friday Club. In-fact he started coming when he was 
3 years old! He was also part of our youth programme and is now part of our Laingholm Baptist family as an 
adult. This is something we can offer children and youth in our community - long term connections with others 
in the community, which become like extended family connections. We love it when the children and youth keep 
coming, or come back to catch up with us. It is always so good to hear their news and catch up again. We even 
have children at Friday Club whose parent came to Friday Club when they were a child! That is super cool for 
us! 

CONNECT children can also come to our RockSolid DropIn on Wednesdays after school. This DropIn is for 
Intermediate age group up to Year 11 at secondary school. It is from 4.00 pm after school until 6.00 pm. We 
have chill out time, games and activities and finish with dinner together. Joshua, another young man from our 
area, provides the fun at this. And Alison and Siobhan support with plenty of afternoon tea food and dinner. 
Joshua also came to Friday Club as a child, and was part of our youth RockSolid through high school. We are 
so lucky to have leaders like Joshua and Nathanael, now giving back, so that future generations of Laingholm 
kids can have a good time and hang out with others in our area.
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He waka eke noa. 

We’re all in this together.

Exploring our senses 

FIFA World Cup

Māori atua 
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Saturday 9th September, 2 - 3pm:  Orchestral concert by 12 musicians from Westside 
Sounds, performing a mix of classical and light music.  All ages welcome. 

Saturday 16th September, 11am – 3pm: Join us for another family Eco day in the 
Titirangi Hall – your chance to meet with your local weedͭpest freeͭclimate experts.  
Bring the kids too as we have fun activities for all age groups.  Full details on our 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/titirangilibrary

Tuesday 26th September, 10.30-11.30am: Unleash your inner cartoonist͑ Join us for an 
interactive workshop where author and artist Stu Duval will share his artistic skills and 
love of drawing. Suitable for ages 7+, registration is required. 

Wednesday 27th September, 9.30-10am: Special Rhymetime. Our holiday special 
Rhymetime will be an exciting and unique session with songs, dancing, stories and 
bubbles͑ Suitable for age 18+ months. 

Thursday 28th September, 2.30-4pm: Heritage hunt and movie. Join us for a vintage 
scavenger hunt, photo booth and movie to learn about heritage in a fun, interactive 
way͑ Registration is not required. 

Saturday 30th September, 11am-12pm: As part of the Auckland Heritage Festival we 
will be screening school movies made in the 1970’s at Titirangi Primary School.  See 
clips of the school, pupils, parent helpers, teachers and Titirangi village.  All welcome.

 From 50 years ago: 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Sirs, 

   Somewhere in the vicinity of Lookout Drive and Victory Road, (bottom end) there is someone who 
obviously enjoys music. Anyone within a mile of the once peaceful neighbourhood will bear witness to this.  It is 
difficult to tell whether it is a powerful radiogram or public address system.  Whatever it is, it has become quite 
a point of discussion in the area.  The best time to listen to the limited range of records is a beautiful calm 
sunny weekend when you wish to find a little peace and quiet and just listen to the Tuis and Bellbirds͑ 

If the music is to continue perhaps a wider selection of records could be provided (a whip-round among 
residents could perhaps be organised.)  However, a better suggestion might be to turn the volume down.  If the 
owner is not convinced, then it is suggested they walk in a half mile radius of the contraption some quiet 
Sunday afternoon and listen for themselves. 

It is to be hoped that if the offender reads this, then a little consideration will prevail. 

        “Peace and Quiet please” 

Who knows what a radiogram is and what are Records? 
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Kia ora and gidday fishos. Hope you managed to get out there and hang a line down in 
those few nice days we had recently. Rowed up to Ski lanes one day, sat there for two 
hours and not a bite. Rowed home again in disgust. 

Got around to thinking about the intrinsic nature of fishing lately and how what a 
peaceful, relaxing and contemplative pasttime can turn the most placid and mild 
mannered fella into a raging blaspheming monster. (I'm sure some wives would be 
shocked at the transformation and limitless vocabulary of their passive husbands!) High 
on the list of things guaranteed to enrage a fisho is tangled lines, especially if there's a 
fish on one of them and several hooks are involved. Why fishos think cussing is an aid 
to solving such problems is a mystery but it seems to help.) Another common problem 
is getting a fish to the side of the boat and losing it – this can enrage a fisho to the point 
that he thinks God and the whole universe is conspiring against him. Lack of action, 
where the lines hang in the water, limp and untouched is known to cause bitterness and 
sarcasm and provoke the nicest of blokes to blame the skipper for anchoring in the 
wrong spot. However should it be one of those days when the fish fling themselves 
upon the bait and every fish you pull in is a keeper then even the grumpiest and most 
obnoxioous of old men will be all bonhomie toward the skipper (although this gratitude 
rarely extends to an offer toward petrol!) So that's the nature of fishing touched upon. 

At the time of writing this a storm is raging and it's as cold as a pommy winter. The 
southwesterly is whipping the water up into spouts and whirlpools however tomorrow is 
supposed to calm down (we fishos do a lot of waiting until tomorrow). 

Time to talk of handy fishing tips from Mr Doogues bible on fishing and what he has to 
say about fishing methods. Plenty! Ten pages in fact, including how to make a miniature 
kontiki to take your line out from the beach. Considering his book was written in 1967 
things like torpedos and drones were the stuff of science fiction. A lot of Mr Doogues 
ideas require a great deal of imagination and visualisation in order to interpret them, 
however he does give some simple and basic advice on things like baits and berley. 
Squid he reckons is the A1 bait and all fish love it. (I could take issue with that but not 
now). He reckons moving bait attracts fish the best so if fishing in a current don't throw 
over big chunks of berley because the fish will often take these and ignore your bait. 

Another handy little book is Fish Galore that goes into great detail about fishing in the 
Manukau. He lists 33 possies – all 'no fail' if you happen to be there at the right time! 
Destruction Gully at Whatipu is a favourite, look for about 14 metres at low tide near the 
rocks on the incoming but watch out for a foul bottom and snagging. Another 'no fail' is 
out the mouth of the Kakamatu inlet on the edge of Huia banks and for land-based 
fishos none better than Puponga Point (but careful it's lose your tackle country). So 
there you are fishos, go forth and seek out the fish. 

That's the small talk done with, now for some jokes. My repertoire is getting exhausted, 
forgive the repeats. 

Awestruck – getting hit with a paddle. 

Viceversa - indecent Italian poetry 

A member of the effluent society – stinking rich 

And one for the oldies: When Happy Hour is an afternoon nap

Winnie signing off 'til next time. Cheers Winnie  
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Laingholm & District 
Community Emergency Response Group 

The recent storms, slips, power outages and extreme weather events are reminding us that it is 
important to be prepared - as families and households but also as a neighbourhood community. 
Last month’s public meeting was well attended and we’ll cover it’s key points in a series of articles. 

PART 1 - THE SITUATION: According to the emergency response personnel the incidence of severe 
weather events is increasing. This could be affected by climate change which can amplify the 
naturally occurring weather events - amplifying more of the strong events into severe events. 

Risks in Laingholm 

•Hilly terrain, especially where trees have been removed in recent decades, is prone to slips 
when the ground gets saturated with water. We saw many slips during the recent heavy rains. 

•Only two roads into the enƟre area - Huia Road and Woodlands Park Road  can be blocked by 
slips. This could stop all vehicles from being able to get in or out of our area and potenƟally make 
us isolated for days, especially if the disaster event is city-wide and the emergency services are 
thinly stretched. (ExhibiƟon drive, which was a back-up road, is now damaged by recent storms.) 

•Power is transmiƩed via overhead power lines which are surrounded by hundreds of trees - as 
we are frequently reminded “when the wind blows, power in Laingholm goes”. 

•Flood prone areas such as Sandys Parade / Western Road area, FawceƩ Road area and 
Landing Road / Tangiwai area. 

•Sandys Parade / Western Road area is also vulnerable to effects of tsunamis and Ɵdal surges. 
High Ɵde can combine with heavy downpours and amplify the flooding. 

•Living in a forested area we are vulnerable to bush fires during dry seasons. The ridgelines can 
create “wind tunnels” that amplify and speed up the movement of bush fires. 

Woodlands Park, Waima, Parau, Cornwallis and Huia share a number of these risks. Parau and Huia 
have additional risks from water storage dams. Together with Cornwallis these three areas are 
accessed through only one road which crosses the outlet of one of the dams.

Four Layers of Preparedness 
1) The preparation you can do within your household. 

2) The preparation you can do with your neighbours. 

3) The support you can get from emergency services. 

4) Being a part of the local resilience group in your suburb. 

In the next issue we will be covering a number of easy steps that don’t take much time or money 
and can greatly improve your comfort, resilience and peace of mind during severe weather events. 

This is Article 1 in our preparedness series. Cut this page out and collect the next issues to make a 
small prep booklet you can keep for handy reference.

Written by Valera Koltsov 
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT TRAINING  

This month the brigade had the privilege to being part of a combined Motor Vehicle Accident 
(MVA) training with the Avondale Fire Station Rescue Tender Crew.  

The training was facilitated by Brown Watch Senior Station Officer Michael Manning which 
focused on how the Huia Brigade can prepare the scene and keep people safe prior to the 
rescue tenders’ arrival.  

Avondale 607 responds to most 
motor vehicle accidents in our area 
with Henderson 657 backing up if 
required. These rescue tenders 
carry equipment that can extract 
people from vehicles if trapped. 
These tools are commonly referred 
to as the “Jaws of Life”.  

This is not the first training exercise 
between Huia Volunteer Fire 
Brigade and the Avondale Fire 
Station. However, it was the first 
time the training was conducted at 
the Avondale Station itself.  

The exercise looked at stabilising 
the vehicle, patient safety, first aid, 
how to remove the windscreen and 
removing the doors/roof.  

Incredibly valuable training and experience gained from our team, and we sincerely appreciate 
SSO Manning and his team taking their time to conduct a joint training exercise.  

They are an incredibly busy station and were called out to a motor vehicle accident on the 
South-Western Motorway as the exercise concluded.  
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LOCAL BRIGADE RESPOND TO ROOF FIRE 

Recently Huia 721, Laingholm 701, Titirangi 691 & 692 responded to a property fire in 
Cornwallis where the occupant believed their roof cavity was on fire. Upon arrival the crew 
realised that the fire chimney had been blocked and smoke had entered the roof cavity creating 
a health hazard.  

Cornwallis, Whatipu some areas of Little Huia have no mains water supply. Due to this, a water 
tanker from the Waitakere Volunteer Fire Brigade (Waitakere 7711) was also dispatched to 
respond.  

Due to their location, it can take up to 
around 60 minutes for Waitakere 7711 to 
arrive at the Cornwallis area.  

Therefore, we were initially supported by 
both Titirangi appliances to use the water 
from their trucks if required. 

This image shows the Huia VFB Deputy 
Chief Fire Officer, Huia VFB Station Officer 
and a Laingholm VFB Qualified Fire Fighter 
working together using a Thermal Imaging 
Camera also known as a “TIC”.  

The TIC is used to inform fire fighters where there is heat radiating from an area that may not 
be visible. This allows the crew to determine if the risk has been eliminated or not.  

Its great seeing crews from different stations working together.  

The event is also a reminder that whilst we are 
hopefully coming to an end of winter soon, keeping 
chimneys clean is key prior to initially using them 
after a while.  

Nga Mihi
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For free and confidenƟal advice, pop in 
to one of our branches or call us on 

0800 367 222
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SERVICES 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Henderson 10am-12 noon 

Glen Eden 10am-12 noon 

Avondale 10am-12 noon (except Tuesday) 

New Lynn 1pm-3pm 

Massey 1pm-3pm

SATURDAY 

New Lynn 10.30am-12.30pm

JP Services also available at: 

New Lynn mall: Friday 6pm-8pm 

West City mall Henderson: 

Thursday 6pm-8pm, Saturday 10am-12 noon 

WaƟakere District Court Henderson: 

Monday to Friday 10am-12 noon

To find a JP in your area: 
www.jp.org.nz

at the Citizens Advice Bureau

No data? No problem. 
If you’re running low or have no data you can now 
access the government websites of Te Whatu Ora, 
ACC, Department of EducaƟon, Kainga Ora, 
Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of JusƟce 
and Department of Internal Affairs for free from 
your smart phone. Just make sure data is turned 
on and visit zero.govt.nz

● NEW LYNN Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, 
Sat 10am-1pm 

● GLEN EDEN Mon-Thurs 9am-4.30pm, 
Fri 9am-12.30pm 

● HENDERSON Mon-Fri 9am-4pm
● MASSEY Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
● AVONDALE Mon-Fri 9.30am-12pm

WAITAKERE CAB OPENING HOURS 
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YUMMY LUNCH DISHES 

By ADRIENNE PEEK

CHEESY BISCUITS 

50 Grams Cheddar or Parmesan Cheese 
50 Grams Feta Cheese 
Decent Pinch of Salt 
2 Spring Onions or a Small Chopped Onion   
Handful of Finely Chopped Parsley 
1 Teaspoon Cumin Seeds - Toasted 
100 Grams Flour and a little extra for dusting 
50 Grams Cold Butter 
2 Tablespoons Sour Cream or Milk to make a stiff dough 

Combine cheeses, onion, salt, parsley, cumin and flour and toss lightly. 
Add the butter and sour cream or milk, briskly rub into the flour so that 
everything is well mixed. Use a knife, if necessary, as too much handling 
will cause a tough biscuit. Place on to a floured surface and roll and cut 
into squares. Place on a tray lined with baking paper and cook for about 
10 minutes at 200 degrees. Turn the tray around and cook for about 
another 6 minutes. Put on a wire rack to cool. 

PEAR & NUT CAKE 

2 Pears Peeled and Chopped 
230 Grams Butter or Margarine 
2 Cups Brown Sugar 
2 Eggs 
½ Cup Golden Syrup    
4 Cups Flour 
2 Teaspoons Baking Soda 
1 Tablespoon Ground Ginger 
1 Teaspoon Spice 
2 Teaspoons Cinnamon 
1 Teaspoon Nutmeg 
½ Teaspoon Salt 
2 Cups Milk 
1 Cup Chopped Walnuts 
½ Cup Chopped Crystallised Ginger 

 Combine all the ingredients. I find just putting them in a food processor 
is ideal. Bake approximately 1 ½ hours at 150 degrees fan bake. Cool 
before taking out of tins. This makes 2 cakes. 
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1251 Huia Road, Huia

Barr Cottage 

Thomas Barr purchased the land that the house stands on in the late 1860s. 

Thomas was born In Parau in 1848. The son of a fencible soldier who arrived in New Zealand in 1847. 

In 1871 he married Eliza Woodward who had been working as a servant for the kilgours who had a 

Farm in Huia where the park is now. 

Around this time, he built his home at Little Huia. This house stood slightly to the left of the present house. A large 
house built of kauri; it accommodated 10 children 1 adopted.  

Thomas worked at mills in the area. He also operated his own mill in the area for a time. Logs were floated down 
the Miramar stream and then rafted out to be shipped to Onehunga.  

Tom and Eliza were a much loved and respected couple giving assistance to any one who turned up at the door. 
One time Eliza helped a prisoner who arrived on the doorstep he had a leg iron on and avoided looking at her 
directly but he was cold and hungry so she packed him some food and wished him the best and off he disappeared. 
Neither Tom or Eliza could read or write but were skilled in all the aspects of survival needed in the times they 
lived. 

With the passing of Tom in 1932 and Eliza in 1934, the 700 acres of the land owned by him was sold to Mr E Vaile 
and became part of the centennial park. The house then became the home of son Bill and wife Eva (nee Fletcher) 
Bill rebuilt the house and its size was reduced.  

He ordered kauri timber from the Manukau timer company. When it arrived, he declared it was not up to standard 
so he insisted it got replaced. There is a cupboard in the rear bedroom where his name can be seen on the timber.  

The old laundry and bathroom are separate from the homestead and this brick building is still standing today. 
There are two front doors because for a time around the 1940s the front room was used as a shop.   

 The house and the 40 acres of land was purchased by the Auckland Council in 1973. And is now part of the 
regional park. 

. 

Do come and check out our Doll display. All dolls are for sale. Proceeds go to the Huia Museum.  

Why not visit your local museum, come and browse a wide range
of interesting local artifacts.

Admission: $5 children 12 and under: free

Open Saturday and Sunday 1.30 – 4.30 pm (summer or until
4.00pm winter ) 

Enquiries and group bookings: info@huiamuseum.org.nz
Ph: 8118971
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Yes, yet another crash on Huia Road. This happened last month in virtually the same spot as one last 
month – close to the intersection with Exhibition Drive. In the picture above Firefighter Becky 
Fitzpatrick covers the scene with a high pressure hose, which is one of our standard procedures for such 
incidents. As for the occupants - we don't know. The police were investigating a report that two young 
people crawled out of the overturned vehicle and caught a bus, leaving the car blocking one of the lanes. 
Huia Road, along with a number of other roads in the area, is in even worse condition than usual thanks 
to the numerous potholes and damaged bitumen resulting from the storm earlier this year. So please take 
it easy drivers, otherwise you may have an unscheduled meeting with us, or one of the other emergency 
services. 
This was one of a dozen calls we attended since the last Roundabout. We worked with the Huia brigade 
at a roof fire in a home in Pine Avenue. Thankfully damage wasn't great. 

Congratulations to brigade member Matt Sparrow who is moving up the 
ranks and is now a Qualified Firefighter. He's seen here receiving his new 
epaulettes from Senior Firefighter Brad Laloli who carried out Matt's 
training on station. He then spent a week at the FENZ training centre, along 
with members of other volunteer brigades in the Auckland region. His next 
move will be to Senior Firefighter, but Matt is also working towards 
becoming a brigade driver/pump operator. This will involve learning about 
how a fire pump works and will include the study of hydraulics. Once 
through that he will be trained in how to safely drive a fire appliance under 
lights and sirens to emergency calls.



The Roundabout Volume 58/7   September 2023- 43 - 

These days, lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries are everywhere, in phones, laptops, power tools, and electric cars. They are 

light, compact, and long-lasting, but can be a fire hazard if they are damaged, mishandled, or improperly disposed of. 

Fire safety tips 

Do your research. Only purchase and use devices and equipment from reputable manufacturers and suppliers. 

Only use chargers that are supplied with the device, or certified third-party charging equipment that is 

compatible with the battery specifications. Using chargers with incorrect power delivery (voltage and current) 

can cause damage to the battery, including overheating, that can lead to fires. Avoid leaving batteries or devices 

charging for prolonged periods of time. Once the indicator shows that a device or battery has been fully 

charged, disconnect it from the charger. This includes leaving batteries or devices charging unattended 

overnight. Don’t charge or store batteries or devices on combustible or insulating surfaces such as beds, sofas, 

or carpet, and keep them away from highly flammable materials such as blankets, clothing, and paper. Only 

have device repairs and battery replacements or upgrades performed by a qualified professional. Never store or 

leave batteries or devices in areas where they can be exposed to heat or moisture. 

Do not leave devices in direct sunlight or in parked vehicles where they can quickly heat up. 

With regard to Light Electric Vehicles such as e-scooters and e-bikes, where possible these should be stored and 

charged outside in a garage, shed or carport, away from living spaces. Keep them away from any exit doors, 

escape routes and combustible materials. For smaller devices, such as tablets, laptops and phones, do not charge 

these under a pillow, on the bed or on a couch they can overheat and cause a fire. 

If the device or battery starts to smoke or emit flames 

Evacuate the area and close doors (if safe) to slow the spread of fire. Ensure no one goes back inside the building 

for any reason. Battery gases, vapour and smoke are highly toxic and flammable and must not be inhaled. Call 

111 and wait in a safe location for firefighters to arrive. If anyone has been exposed to battery fluids, debris, 

smoke, vapours, or flames, seek urgent medical assistance. Burns should immediately be treated with cool 

running water for 20 minutes. Burns larger than a 20-cent coin require emergency care. 

treat with cool running water immediately, call 111, and follow the advice of the operator. 

If a small battery or device such as a 

phone or tablet starts overheating 

Unplug it from the power outlet if it is 

charging. Avoid inhaling any smoke or 

fumes. If possible, move it outside, 

away from any flammable material 

and windows or doorways. Small 

devices can be dropped into a bucket of 

water if this can be done safely. 

If you see fire, get everyone to a safe 

place and call us. Then only if you are 

confident and capable would we suggest 

attempting to extinguish: 

Small flames can be extinguished with water or a hose to stop fire spreading to nearby objects. If using a fire 

extinguisher (dry chemical powder or carbon dioxide), only attempt to from a safe distance, away from any 

smoke or vapours. Water and fire extinguishers may be used to prevent the spread of fire butare not likely 

tofully extinguish a lithium-ion battery fire. Call 111, even if you no longer see visible smoke or flames.There is 

a chance that the battery could reignite if it has not been sufficiently cooled. 

Battery disposal Do not put lithium ion batteries in the rubbish. Our picture shows a rubbish truck on fire in 

Hamilton, thanks to a discarded lithium ion battery Recycling is always the best option.
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Titirangi 
Rudolf 
Steiner 
School

Whenua Whakamiharo 
Out in the bush, new kindergarten children have 
been welcomed to Ngahere this term. It is always 
so heart-warming to see how the children who 
have been coming all year help the new ones to 
feel at home in the bush. The campsite carries a 
welcoming resonance that the children can build 
a feeling of belonging upon. Even in all the recent 
stormy weather, the warmth of the fire beckons, 
and the smell of the woodsmoke and cooking 
aromas stimulates that feeling of wellbeing and 
comfort. 

The children are making all important 
connections with the natural world 
every time they go out to Ngahere. 

Recently a popular activity is building simple 
huts and using their imaginations to create a 
home in the bush or carefully blending creations 
to make “chocolate milk” and “popcorn” using 
the elements of the colourful earth and clay that 
abounds at the campsite area. Sometimes the 
children and kindergarteners go for a walk deeper 
into the bush and listen to the birdsong along the 
way. 

The children who are turning 6 years old, have 
just begun to start looking for a perfect rā kau 
(stick) to make a walking stick with. They will 
work on it over many weeks to make it smooth 
and beautiful, adorning it with coloured twine. In 
Term 4 when everyone’s mahi is done, the next 
stage begins. We are blessed with a wonderful 
piece of land stretching right down to the estuary 
below, on the edge of the Manukau Harbour. 
With walking sticks ready and excitement for 
new adventures, the children are taken on walks 
that are much longer and challenging than they 
have done before. These adventures (including a 
picnic of course) take all morning as they traverse 
the bushy hills and valleys, feeling like intrepid 
explorers! This has become a sort of marker point 
for the 6-year olds, a transition that recognises 
that their Kindergarten days are nearly at an end 
and they will soon begin their schooling journey 
together in Class 1 next year. 

An Ideal Husband 
Meanwhile, indoors last month, Class 10 (Year 
11) impressed us with their play performance 
of an Oscar Wilde classic – so much so, that an 
audience member from the local community sent 
us this anonymous review we’d love to share… 

On a whim, I went to see the Class 10 play, ‘An 
Ideal Husband’ last Thursday. On Friday I found

myself there again, eager for a second serving. I 
have been pondering ever since what impelled me 
to go twice. 

I know none of the young people in the play, and 
have not seen them grow and develop through the 
years, some of them no doubt since kindergarten. 

Was it because of the beautiful set or the magnificent 
costumes with up to three changes of costume for 
many characters? Was it because the students, no, 
the actors! were able to deliver their lines without 
hesitation or faltering? Was it because Oscar 
Wilde writes a damn fine script? Was it because 
it must have been chaotic mayhem backstage, but 
we never heard a sound and they never muffed 
an entrance? (Or if they did, they ad libbed their 
way imaginatively out of it!) Was it because the 
tea pouring scenario, complete with elegant china, 
silverware and cucumber sandwiches, was so 
elegantly executed? Was it because it was a joy and 
a pleasure to see such commitment and authenticity 
in the portrayal of each and every character? 

Yes, it was all of these and more, but none of them 
quite accounted for what I experienced both nights 
and finally I think I worked it out. I think what I 
experienced was the tangible, palpable impact of 
what happens when a group of people foster and 
create, over the years (or even only over the last 
three weeks for some) a community, a family, an 
entity that is hugely bigger than the sum of all its 
parts. Yes, it was this. And I drank from it, because 
this is what the story of humanity needs to be 
about. Every member of that class gave it their 
all, my credibility was utterly suspended because 
every performer did their level best to make the 
other members look good. It was a team effort par 
excellence and I thank you all for an uplifting and 
inspiring performance. Such gems are not often 
found in our modern world. 

Bravo Class 10! This, and more, is exactly what the 
class plays strive to achieve!

- 
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HomeMade at Work

A large team often meet at the Laingholm Baptist Church to cook a 
large batch of frozen meals for the community.  

This is a vital ministry of the church to the surrounding areas, usually 
on a as need is known about basis but at this time of stress for all of 
us, if you let Lorraine know on   027 779 6077 that you have a need, 
she will meet you at the Church to select your requirement.  
Selection of both meat and vegetarian. 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 

Ladies,Mens, Mending, Repairs, 

40 years experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505

WE NEED YOUR CANS 

Your aluminium cansare 
useful to us 
Pleaseput them in the bin besidethe 

Laingholm Fire Station. 

The cans are recycled and the 
money raised helps to fund the 
Laingholm Fire Brigade’s 
Medical First Response Work.

TRANSPORT TO MEDICAL FACILITIES 
St John West Auckland FreeHealth Shuttle 

(Donations welcomed to help cover costs) 
Phone 0800 925 2672 

For Waitakere Hospital or any West Auckland medical 
related appointments commencing between 9.30am and 

1.15 pm - door to door service. 

Hospital Shuttle 
For Greenlane,Auckland and North Shore Hospitals 

Phone 0800 809 342 
Pickup and drop off at the Titirangi bus stops

COM M UNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Laingholm Baptist Church 
1 Victory Road 

Sunday Service time: 10 am 
Youth: 6.45- 9 pm, during term time. 

Church Ph.: 09-817-4323 
Youth & Children’s Pastor: 

Alison Diprose 021 141-1483 

Other Activities see:
http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/ 



COMMUNITY  NOTICES 

SERVICES HALLS FOR HIRE 

EMERGENCY - POLICE, FIRE, 
AMBULANCE 111 

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL 
HALL 09 817 5140 

NON-EMERGENCY - POLICE 105 

COMMUNITY CONSTABLE- 
NEW LYNN 09 826 2454

LAINGHOLM VILLAGEHALL 
EMAIL 021 712 105 

laingholmhallhire@gmail.com 

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 09 817 8874 

HALL AND COMMUNITY 
ROOM 

HUIA HALL- MANAGERS 
EMAIL 021 716 258 

contact@hcrr.org.nz 

FOSTER BAY HALL 09 811 8769 

HENDESON POLICE 
STATION 

09 839 0600 

LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION 09 817 5475 

HUIA FIRE STATION 09 811 8885 

ELECTRICAL FAULTS - 
VECTOR 0508 832 867 

WATERCARE 09 442 2222 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 09 817 8069 

HEALTHNEW LYNN 09 827 8888 COUNSELLING 

INTEGRATED MEDICAL 
CENTRE 09 817 6772 

TITIRANGI PHARMACY 09 817 7658 LAINGHOLM BAPTISTCHURCH 09 817 4323 
TITIRANGI HERBAL 
DISPENSARY 09 817 7102 CITIZEN ADVICE BUREAU 0800 367 222 

MEALS ON WHEELS 09 828 5812 (GLEN EDEN) 09 818 8634 

TOUGHLOVE-AUCKLAND 09 624 4363 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425 266 CELEBRANTS & JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

VETERANARIAN (ANDREW 
PEGMAN) 09 816 9018 

CARLHARDING 09 811 8672 

EDUCATION 
UNA RYAN, MARRIAGE 
CELEBRANT 021 304 916 
TED TURNER, (BY 
APPOINTMENT) 09 817 3073 

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 09 817 8874 JENNY MACINTYRE, 

MARRIAGE AND FUNERAL 021 434 837 
WOODLANDS PARK 
SCHOOL 09 817 5140 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER 
SCHOOL 09 817 4366 
LAINGHOLM 
KINDERGARTEN 09 817 4372 

LAINGHOLM PLAY CENTRE 09 817 3489 
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