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Get more involved in your community.
The Roundabout team would love to see
you.
The Roundabout is a totally voluntary
organisation using editorial and wri ng
skills, desktop publishing, computer
graphics, printing, logis cs and
administrative skills.

If you have any of these skills or just want
to catch up on what is happening in the
neighbourhood, come along to the
Laingholm Village hall on the first
Wednesday of each month.
Help with colla on, have a good gossip
and a great morning tea. You will not
regret it.
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Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575 
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OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is Wednesday  5th Oct 2022 
The deadline for ALL copy is Monday 26th Sept 2022

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 

Roundabout will be sent monthly by the Roundabout 
Society. They may be paid via internet banking to: 

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt payment is always appreciated

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES 

FULL PAGE(180 x 267 mm) $91 

HALF PAGE(180 x 132 mm) $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm) $36 

QUARTER PAGE(89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT(89 x 54 mm) $27 

SIXTH PAGE(89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED(Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED(Each additional line)                  $2

September 2022 Vol 57/7 

  Chairman: Graeme Booth      Treasurer: Doreen Sunman 
 Secretary: Frances Rodden     Accounts: Gina Towl 
Coordinator:                                Printer: Neil Thomas 
Advertising: Keith Towl       Production: Kevin Gill 
Circulation & Deliveries: Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995

Contact Phone No: 817-4658 

MANAGING COMMITTEE FORTHE ROUNDABOUT

Before any le er or ar cle can be printed, the Management 
Commi ee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous ar cles or those with just pseudonyms
will not be published.

COPYRIGHT 
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be reproduced 
provided that the sourceis acknowledged and the author’s 
permissionobtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS 
The ar cles, le ers and adver sements appearing in this magazine
do not necessarily represent the opinion of the Management
Commi ee for the Roundabout or their helpers, or the
commi ees that they represent. Whilst every endeavour is
made to print the truth, the Management Commi ee for the 
Roundabout can accept no responsibility for any printed ar cle
or adver sement printed herein. The responsibility for each
ar cle or adver sement remains with the group, or person, or 
personswho submi ed them for publica on. 
Aswith all newspapers and magazines, we reservethe right to edit 
where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you, the 
contributor, from any ac on that could be 
taken, and to keep the tone of our publica on high. Edi ng 
is done by the Roundabout produc on team. All poli cal 
adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial Commi ee.

Adver sers should be aware that the liability of the Roundabout
Management Commi ee for any errors of omission or 
commission is limited to the refund of any money which the 
adver ser may have paid for the appearance of the offending
adver sement in any issueof the Roundabout 
ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES 
We prefer to have artwork and ar clessubmi ed electronically
wherever possible. Theonline addressis: 

 or 
.

Including the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line ensures 
that your material goes into the current copy folder and avoids 
accidental loss. It alsohelps us if you provide contact  details for 
invoicing and to help sort out any problems that may arise.
Common formats including *.docx, *.pdf , *.jpg and *.png files are
preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION 
TheRoundabout isdelivered door-to-door, free of charge 
by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, Parau,Cornwallis and 
Huia areas. We are happy to mail copies outside the free delivery 
areaat a cost of $30 for ten issues(March to December). However,
the latest issuescan be found at our web-page:



The Roundabout Volume 57/7 September 2022  - 5 - 



- 6 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 



The Roundabout Volume 57/7 September 2022  - 7 - 



- 8 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

Ken Turner

Experienced, hardworking, committed to our communities.
I’m very clear I’m here to represent the people.
I work collaboratively, but also have the fortitude and determination to stand strong in the face of bureau-
cratic pressure.
Fourth generation born and bred Waitakere: Tradesman, Business owner, Family-man, Farmer. 
I’ll work to make our community centres safer and with less crime. I’ll make decisions that help our busi-
nesses prosper, grow, and build good fulltime jobs. 
I’ll ensure our local needs and aspirations are heard by the decision-makers in Town.
I’ll advocate for one department to oversee all core services, and for local boards to have more say in the 
delivery and maintenance of their areas core services.
I’ll campaign to reinstate minimum residential parking requirements for new housing developments and 
the return of sensible height-to-boundary rules that protect existing homeowners from being built out.
I’ll oppose Three Waters. I’ll fight Council’s extravagant costs.

Shawn Blanchfield

I’m standing with Ken Turner and supporting the WestWards Team. 
I grew up and raised my family in Titirangi, now living in the Nor-West, so still a Westie. 
After-school I started my career as a Tradie, then Ships Master with a diploma in nautical science.  
Now a successful Business Owner manufacturing products in NZ for New Zealand families. 
I will oppose Watercare asset being amalgamated into Three-Waters. 
I’ll champion community free-speech and steadfastly deliver the publics views to Council. 
I will oppose the misuse of targeted rates and challenge council’s costs. 
I will oppose monetising public access to beaches and open spaces. 
I will support local businesses and their customers right to public parking, and I will advocate for initiatives 
that help keep small businesses afloat. 
I will progress cleaner greener options for Public Transport but without throwing common-sense and 
ratepayer money out of the window.
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Market Day Huia Hall
Labour Day 

Monday 24 October 
Arts - crafts - bric-a-brac; refreshments 
To book a table phone Pam: 8118628 
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☎  021 709 783 
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Book Reviews 
GEORGE WADSWORTH & I AN JOHNSON 

The Accidental Further Adventures of the 101 
Year Old Man by Jonas Jonaasson

A Sequel to The 100 Year Old Man Who Climbed 
Out the Window and Disappeared. 

If you enjoyed the first book you will have a lot of 
fun with the sequel. 
Allan Karlssson (now 101 ) and his friend Julius 
Jonsson find themselves  with a suitcase full of 
money on Bali. Escaping from Bali by hot air 
balloon and three bottles of champagne after 
spending the money and running up bills, they 
soon found themselves in North Korea, meeting 
the Supreme Leader, slinking out of there on 
diplomatic passports and straight into a meeting 
with President Trump. Then its back to  Europe to 
see Angela Merkel, before becoming involved in a 
coffin selling business. So what with uranium, 
asparagus, seances, gangsters and Africa there is 
plenty of action  intrigue and high jinks to keep 
any reader happy. 

The Murders at Fleat House by Lucinda  Riley  
(the acclaimed author of the Seven Sisters 
Series)
The author wrote this novel in 2006. She died 
from cancer in 2021 at the age of 56 and this 
novel with the help of one of her sons was first 
published this year 
Charlie Cavendish. An 18 year old  student at St 
Stephen’s, a boarding school in Norfolk is found 
dead in his bedroom. Reluctantly Jazz Hunter  a 
detective inspector, recently divorced and hoping 
to start afresh in Norfolk is persuaded to take on 
the investigation. She soon finds that what the 
headmaster wanted to portray as a tragic 
accident is far from that. Then when a teacher is 
found dead possibly by his own hand, the plot 
thickens. Some of those intimately connected 
with the boarding school are not whom they 
seem and as their past is revealed the mysteries 
are gradually solved and Jazz decides on her 
future. This is a great read, fast paced, 
complicated, but not too much. Good for a wet 
afternoon in front of a warm fire. 
A Gentle Radical, The Life of Jeanette Fitzsimons, 
Gareth Hughes; foreword by Chloe Swarbrick 
(Allen & Unwin, 2022): A biography of Jeanette 
Fitzsimons who is known as being the co-leader 
of the Green Party for nearly 15 years to 2009. 
 In fact, her whole life involved politics and 
championing environmental causes often as an 
activist in the broadest meaning of that word. 

 Her personal story reveals someone of deep 
integrity and passion. She was from a rural 
conservative background, was a leading light in 
the Values Party (remember them?) and helped 
establish the Green Party’s (via the Alliance Party) 
presence in New Zealand Parliament.  
The biography is written by Gareth Hughes who 
was a Green MP until 2020. Jeanette Fitzsimons 
was a friend and mentor but this does not 
influence the way he presents her life story. The 
first part relies on third person accounts of her 
life mainly by interviewing those who knew her in 
her early life or by in-depth research. The later 
part of the book is also written from the author’s 
observations and participation of the politics of 
the day but it is not a rose-tinted view of her life. 
There is much discussion on the tensions 
between the Green and Labour Parties 
particularly during Helen Clark’s term as prime 
minister. He also recounts details of her personal 
life to give a balanced and well-rounded 
biography. Very thorough and impartial, the book 
held my attention throughout, something very 
unusual in political biographies. 

Missing, Tom Patterson (Allen & Unwin, 2022): 
This is an account of the life of Mark May who 
disappeared in 2017 having lived and survived in 
a remote wilderness area of rural New South 
Wales for the past 30 years. He was the second-
eldest of a seven -brother Catholic family. All the 
boys were bright academically and entered 
practical vocations (two are doctors) but Mark 
who is more interested in the arts gradually 
becomes involved in the heavy use of alcohol and 
drugs. He drops into addiction preferring a 
hermit-like life. Gradually withdrawing from day-
to- day life, he lives and survives by growing 
marijuana in the remote Oxley Wild Rivers 
National Park. Having heard of Mark’s 
disappearance, the author and some of his 
brothers go searching for him. This book is an 
account of the search and revelations of Mark’s 
life. There are other books with similar stories but 
what makes this account different is the style that 
the author employs. Everything he writes is true 
but he uses a fiction technique; that is, when 
reading the account it seems to be fiction, an 
almost adventure story. Confused? Then try this 
book. It is not overly long and empathetically 
written. 
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The Baker-Smiths – legends of the Manukau

Manukau man George Smith also went by the name George Baker: the reason for his two different 
surnames went back to his past as explained by Sam Fletcher, an old resident of Huia: 

“George Smith was one of those men who terminated their service to the Queen without official 
blessing and sought the sanctuary and sustenance of the bush. He thought it discreet, when he 
exchanged his uniform for the bushman’s slomecky dress, to exchange George Smith for George 
Baker, henceforth respected member of the bush fraternity. He and his children bore that name, at 
least unofficially, until the next generation which reverted to Smith.”  

George Frederick Smith was born in Little Thurlow, Suffolk, England, in 1835: George’s father was a tailor 
and barber and his mother, Caroline, a school mistress. George originally came to New Zealand during the 
New Zealand Wars, in 1860, on the Nugget with the British 65th Regiment. In late 1861, while he was on 
duty in Auckland, he deserted and made for the Waitakeres, the distant hiding place of many a soldier sick 
of the regimental life. George was 26-years-old, and in England had worked as a groom which may explain 
his penchant for high shiny black boots that were one of his trademark features at The Huia. 

George found milling work at Cornwallis on the Manukau Harbour coast, one of many deserters to find 
refuge in the bush. The families running the early mills – the Gibbons and Kilgours - rang a goat bell to 
warn absconders when the police came looking, and there is an apocryphal story that on one occasion 
when the bell rang “only two men answered the dinner horn out of 40 employed”. While at Cornwallis 
George was befriended by the Auckram family – the Fencible widow Catherine Auckram with her children: 
four boys aged from 10 to 19 and 15-year-old Elizabeth or Bertha, who soon caught George’s eye. 

By 1865, Bertha Auckram, aged only 15, was living with George Smith. Marriage was delayed as George 
could not show his face to the authorities, and the couple lived under George’s assumed name of Baker. 
Indeed, Bertha was referred to as Aunt Baker all her life by some of her nieces and nephews, even after 
she and George finally married in the name of Smith in 1876. 

By the time they regularised their union, Bertha and George already had six children: four daughters and 
two sons. After the marriage, four more sons and two daughters were born, a total of twelve children.  
While Elizabeth was not literate, and signed her marriage certificate with a mark, George’s mother had 
been a school teacher and George had some refined hobbies. This hard man of the bush did beautiful 
embroidery and passed these skills onto his daughters. 

The Smiths lived up and down the coast, moving where the work took them: Titirangi, Cornwallis, 
Kakamatua, Laingholm, Huia and Little Huia. George bought land at Cornwallis and Kakamatua and at one 
point the family lived in the old mill manager’s house while cooking was done in the former cookhouse. 
The children would row a dinghy along the shore collecting oysters off the rocks. Charles Murdoch 
cautioned not to think the big shellfish middens along the shores of the Manukau were all deposited by 
Maori: “To help the family finances they [the Smith family] had shellfish at most meals with the result that 
there were great heaps of discarded shells in their garden...” There would also have been plentiful meat as 
George ran cattle on his land. 

Old settlers recall that one move – from Barr’s cottage at Little Huia up the steep muddy track towards 
Whatipu – induced in George Smith a frustrated rage and he dealt with it by taking two chamber-pots out 
on the beach and swinging them together with an almighty crash. 
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That remote spot up towards Whatipu gave the family its only permanent memorial on the coast. The 
stream near where they lived up near Mt Donald McLean became known as Baker Stream and so it is 
today. 

The Smiths’ foremost claim to enter the annals of Manukau Harbour lore was their skill with horses and 
bullocks. After working in the bush, George Smith bought a bullock team and many in the family had skills 
as bullockies, including the daughters. With both the Smiths and Auckrams having horses in their histories, 
it is no wonder all members of the family were excellent horse riders and Sam Fletcher reports his family 
being entertained by the Smith children demonstrating their skills with jumps on the flats at Little Huia at 
low tide. 

In August 1917 George and his son Henry were in court for stealing a fishing net from a Cornwallis man, 
James Ward. Police found the net in a sack in George’s whare at Cornwallis. George said he did not know 
how it got there, and on account of his age – he was 83 – he was discharged, while Henry – described as a 
bushman - was convicted and fined £5 and costs. What became of young Henry is not clear: descendants 
think he disappeared to America.  

George and Elizabeth grew old at Cornwallis. According to descendants, Elizabeth wanted to move into 
town but George did not. There are two versions of what happened next. In one, George burned the house 
down. In the second, the family burned the house down to get George out. George and Elizabeth lived at 
Onehunga then New Lynn. At some point George moved into the Costley Home with dementia where he 
died on 3 June 1920 and was buried at Waikaraka Cemetery. Elizabeth went to live with her son Charles 
and his family in Rotorua where she died in 1926. 

The Smiths were not wealthy people. Perhaps the family had a whip-around to find the money to erect a 
memorial to their son Jack Smith at Waikaraka Cemetery.  Jack died at Messines during WW1 and has no 
known grave. At Waikararaka, the imposing grey granite monument commemorates Jack on one side and 
on another, his older brother, William Alfred, who had died in 1911.  

Bertha Smith, George Smith, and their daughter-in-law, Helen Woodruffe.  
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Live Lightly – Titirangi Library Sustainability Afternoon 

Saturday 17th September 12.30 – 4pm (1pm start in the hall).  

Bringing together the community with guest speakers, workshops, activities and displays all based on 
living in a lighter way.  

Feature presentation: Tiny houses - well-known NZ author Catherine Foster is discussing how the 
harnessing of architectural design principles for smaller smarter dwellings can contribute to a 
sustainable future.  

Workshop: Join The Re-Creators and make your own bokashi bin and zing. $5 workshop fee, 
registrations required (see our Facebook page for more details).  

Don't trash it - bring your broken items to the Repair Café to be fixed for FREE rather than throwing 
them into landfill 

Covering various aspects of life with our local sustainability heroes -  

travel with The Electric Bike Team, 
food with Refill Nation and the Vegan 
Society,  

shopping with White Cloud Skincare,  

the Green Bay Toy Library,  

West Auckland Woodturners and 
re:purpose upcycled earrings. 

EcoMatters present simple ideas for 
healthier homes, and our local eco 
heroes the pest-free networks, Ark in 
the Park, Kauri Rescue and Arataki 
Visitor Centre are also involved. 

There are activities for the kids too 
with a Library scavenger hunt and 
colouring activities, and the Steiner 
School will be here for the afternoon 
with a zero-waste bake sale so bring 
some cash. 
Something for everyone   More 
details on our Facebook page 
‘Titirangi Community Library.
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MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS  

The Brigade have responded to a few call outs recently related to 
Motor Vehicle Accidents on Huia Road and surrounding areas.  

Various factors have come into play on why the incidents occurred 
including alcohol and speed.  

Please be safe on our roads and drive defensively. 
Remember you can always call *555 phone to 
report road incidents which are urgent but not life-
threatening.  

This includes such non-injury crashes, breakdowns 
which block the road, and obstructions (such as 
trees) on the road. 

MEDICAL FIRST RESPONDERS RECERTIFY

Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade provide Medical Frist Response for medical events in our 
communities. The members of the Brigade who are both Fire Fighters and Medical First 
Responders attend regular training sessions additional to regular Fire Fighting training.  

This includes a weekend training day facilitated by St 
John’s Ambulance every six months.  

Unfortunately, COVID restrictions have made 
recertification impossible for all Fire and Emergency 
volunteers.  

Thankfully after a couple of years the formal St John’s 
recertification course took place at the Huia Fire Station.  



Volunteer Lunch hosted by The Huia Settlers Museum 

Chief Fire Officer Coryn Laloli and Station Officer TJ Laing represented the Brigade at a 
'Volunteer Lunch' hosted by The Huia Settlers Museum at the Huia Community Hall. 

An annual event is held in appreciation of the time volunteers in the community, and from 
various local community groups, give in support of the Museum and its volunteers.    

A lovely meal of roast lamb, ham, winter vegetables, gravy and of course Rosalie's locally 
famous coleslaw followed by an array of desserts and sweets were enjoyed by all. 

A huge thank you to everyone of the 
volunteers in our community.  
It’s what makes where we live so 
special.  

Nga Mihi  

Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade  
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RECIPES WITH A DIFFERENCE

FROM ADRIENNE PEEK 

SPECIAL CHICKEN 

4 Tablespoons Vegetable Oil 
6 Whole Cloves 
2 Cinnamon Sticks 
2 Teaspoons Cumin Seeds 
2 Teaspoons Grated Ginger 
5 Garlic Cloves - Crushed 
3 Shallots or ½ an Onion – Chopped   
3 Bay Leaves 
2 Teaspoons Garam Marsala 
1 Teaspoon Ground Coriander 
800 Grams Chopped Chicken 
1 Cup Plain Yoghurt 
3 Tablespoons Ground Almonds 
Chilli Powder to Taste 
Salt to Taste 

Heat the oil and add cloves, cinnamon and cumin and fry for 30 seconds. Add ginger, garlic, shallot and bay 
leaves and cook for 2-3 minutes. Add the garam marsala and coriander and fry 30 for seconds. Add the chicken 
and fry quickly for 3-4 minutes. If too dry add a little more oil. The chicken should be slightly brown. Add the 
yoghurt and ground almonds and cook until the chicken is fully cooked through. Season with chilli powder and 
salt and serve while still hot. You can scatter flaked almonds and coriander on top and serve with rice and naan.  
You can substitute the chicken with vegetables such as kumara, carrots, potatoes, broccoli or cauliflower. 

EASY GRAPEFRUIT DESSERT 

1 Store-bought Pastry Case 

GRAPEFRUIT CURD 
2 Grapefruit Rind – Grated   
1 Cup Grapefruit Juice 
1 3 Cup Caster or Plain Sugar 
75 Grams Butter or Margarine 
4 Egg Yolks - Slightly Beaten 

Whisk all ingredients together and cook until thick - about 15 minutes. Add 1 teaspoon of cornflour to a little 
water if not thick enough. Pour into pastry case and cook for about 15 minutes at 160 degrees until heated 
through and serve hot or cold with cream. 
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Memories of a 12 year old  Schoolgirl, Huia in the winter of 1944.
A lifetime ago I was asked if I could write my memories of my short time in Huia, 78 years ago. At last I have 
managed to write something.  

I use the word ‘memories’ in a very loose manner as in February of this year I became a nonagenarian.  
How I managed to get here I have no idea. 

Living at Huia was a magical time for me. A freedom I was never to have again and never to forget. The sea, 
fresh air and a time to leave the rest of the world behind and enjoy my days in this idyllic setting.  

The year was 1942 and my family of Mum, Dad, 1 sister and 2 brothers had relocated to the big city of 
Auckland from a little place called Kiwitahi, just outside of Morrinsville. The Americans had invaded NZ and 
my Dad managed to get a job working for a firm called Downer and Co., building roads etc. Downer & Co. 
and the Americans were involved in building aerodromes in the Pacific prior to the Coral Sea Battle. My 
father was sent overseas with Downers and the Americans. While Dad was away we lived in a motor camp 
at Papatoetoe and when he returned from his first stint away we managed to rent a house in Otahuhu. Dad 
returned finally in early 1944. Somehow we lost our house in Otahuhu and rentals were as scarce as hens 
teeth in Auckland and surrounds but Dad managed to rent a bach at Fosters Beach, Huia. All the family 
except my father lived in Huia. Dad was now working for the PTC Bus Co., at Otahuhu and he boarded in 
Auckland and came out to Huia most weekends.  

From what I remember at the time there would have been maybe 5 or 6 baches at Fosters. Ours had 2 
bedrooms and was right on the waters edge. Whenever there was a high tide it would reach the open 
verandah and splash against the door. Sometimes it seeped in and we would all put down towels and 
anything else that was capable of soaking up the water. We, as kids, loved it. Not so my poor Mother. 
When the tide receded there would often be fish flapping around in the sand because they couldn’t reach 
the water. Stupid me, would grab as many as I could and throw them into the deep water, most floated 
back, DEAD  

I was 12, my sister Nancy 10, my brother Terry 8 and my youngest brother, Bill would have been 4. 

Nancy, Terry and I all went to the school at Little Huia. I loved it. There was one teacher, a man, and I’m 
sorry but I can’t remember his name, who taught us all.  At the time there would have been probably 10 
children in the class and I was the eldest. So basically I think he taught from Form 2 down to Primer 1. For 
me, it was the best of all my schooling years. I think I learnt more from this man in the 5 6 months that I 
was there than at any other time. I always liked spelling and arithmetic but this man taught me how I could 
use them in life and figures were to be the centre of my career in years to come. We walked from Fosters 
Beach to Little Huia to school each day. Looking at it today I don’t know how my little fat legs survived and 
also my younger brother and sister, but we did. My Mother said there was a way across the water when the 
tide was out, I don’t know if this was true but we were never allowed to try it. As it was winter our Teacher 
made us cocoa every day on the coal range and even though it was rationed we always had sugar in it. Big 
hot mugs and if you couldn’t finish it we poured it out the window. We thought we were smart but when 
you went outside later in the day you could see where the cocoa was dripping down the outside of the 
building. Oh, we were smart  War or rationing did not seem to affect us in any way but we knew all about 
the Japanese and the Germans and we made up stories of spys hiding in the bush and up by the Nihotapu 
Dam.  

Huia had the one shop and a petrol bowser. My Mother shopped mostly at the shop and we always seemed 
to have food on the table. Dad would bring out extra goodies when he came out. Whenever we needed 
something that the store did not sell, Mum would get the bus into New Lynn. I don’t know if I am right but I 
think the bus went in once a week.  



The Roundabout Volume 57/7 September 2022  - 27 - 

Some weekends Dad would be on shift and couldn’t make it out to Huia so as a treat my Mother would 
take us for walks around the coast line. I’m not sure if we made it to Cornwallis but that is where we 
would be making for.  

We roamed all over the place on our own or with our friends and just beyond Fosters Beach there was a 
farm and the lady said that we were not to go into the back paddocks as the cows were wild and would 
chase us. Oh, come on, we’re not worried. We went into the paddock and yes, the cows were wild and 
did chase us and we ran and ran and hoped our (my) fat little legs would carry us to the fence line before 
they caught us  Luckily we survived. We confessed to the lady about what happened and she just 
laughed, that was not kind  

We visited the Nihotapu Dam with the school and went for bush walks with our teacher.  

But things end. Mum and Dad managed to buy a house in Auckland and we returned to the big city where 
I was to spend the next 70 years of my life.  

I will never forget my time at Huia and the freedom we had and the people there who made such a 
difference (without me really knowing at the time) to a 12 year old.  

Ngaire Murphy (nee Johnson) 

24th July 2022

Huia School, 1954. J. T. Diamond Collection, JTD-07A-00349, Auckland Libraries Heritage Collections 
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Interschool Gymnastics 
On Friday 19th of August WPS participated in the Inter-school 

gymnastics competition. We had a mixed ability team, for some of our 

children it wasthe first time that they haddonegymnastics,while others 

in the team competed for a club. The children worked hard on their 

routines during their lunch times leading up to the competition and 

showedreal commitment. On the day of the competition there were six 

other schoolsand the nerveswere high! 

We were soproud of their results, and especiallyproud that teachers from other schoolscommented 

on the sportsmanship that our children 

showed. 

Y3/4girls - Ruby - 9th 

Y3/4boys - Aiden - 9th, Arlo - 7th, Fred- 6th 

3rd place team (Aiden, Arlo, Fred, Arie) 

Y5girls - Eva- 7th, Macy - 2nd, Taliyah - 1st 

1st place team (Eva,Macy, Taliyah, Jessica) 

Y5boys - Oliver HH- 3rd, Terenzo - 4th 

Y6 boys - Koby - 6th, Lachlan - 2nd, Mac- 1st 

1st place team (Koby, Mac, Lachlan, Oscar) 

National Poetry Day 
WecelebratedNational Poetry Day(26August) in the library 

for that whole week.OnMonday22nd, the Poet-Tree(inspired 

by apoem by ShelSilverstein) wasrather bare, but by the end 

of Poetry Day, it wasladenwith spontaneous 

poemswritten by childrenduring their library 

visits. 
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Another month gone! The Museum has 
been surviving with the. help of the few 
dedicated volunteers that we have. We 
are still looking for more. 

Annual Report of the Huia Settlers’ 
Museum Trust 2021-2022
Covid 19 has disrupted another year 
and the museum was closed for several 
months due to Auckland’s city-wide 
lockdown. So visitor numbers are well 
down on last year – from 623 to 468. 
The Labour Day Market Day and Cake 
competition and the Waitangi Day Farm 
day were cancelled because of Covid 
which, along with the drop in visitor 
numbers, not only reduced our income 
but also meant we lost opportunities to 
advertise ourselves to the local 
community and beyond. The usual 
Armistice Day commemoration was also 
cancelled, but the trustees met for a 
quiet ceremony in the museum and 
each shared stories of their families’ 
service during times of war. 

This year the Phil Sharp award was 
presented during a Christmas luncheon 
for the trustees and volunteers. The 
recipient was Rosalie Hunter for her 
service to the community over many 
years. 
The roof leaks have been fixed – thanks 
are due to T.J. Laing. 

Two stalwarts of the community and 
supporters of the museum died during 
the year. Paddy Rule and Phil Hill, a 
former recipient of the Phil Sharp award 
for his services to the community, most 
notably, the Huia Fire Brigade. Rest in 
peace. You will both be missed and 
remembered with fondness. 

A big thank you to our auditor, Irene 
Hunter, and all who support the 
museum – the Huia Fire Brigade, the 
Huia Fishing Club, the Huia Ratepayers 
and also Poul Scott, a Huia local who 
does lots of little jobs around the 
museum.  
Thank you, too, to all the wonderful 
trustees and volunteers. These 
tremendous people keep the museum 
going and will continue to do so into the 
future, I’m sure. 

Carl Harding (Chairman, Huia Settlers’ 
Museum) 

Then on Monday 24th October we will 
once again be holding our Fruit Cake 
competition. This year we have 
decided to allow men to enter as well. 
Actually, we never thought to ask you! 
So, if you are interested in cooking, 
come and have a go. Show us women, 
that men can do it too! Cakes need to 
be at the Museum by 10.30 a.m. 

The cakes go on sale after the 
competition. 

Armistice Sunday will be on 13th 
November. Again, more details later. 

Come and find more interesting stories 
from Sam and support the museum! 
Entrance $5.00. Children under 12 free 

per person



The Roundabout Volume 57/7 September 2022  - 31 - 



- 32 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 



The Roundabout Volume 57/7 September 2022  - 33 - 

Post 
Office 

Titirangi 
Medical 
Centre

Ti rangi 
Village 

Church 

R O 
WE ARE 
HERE

Open 8.00 am to 5.00 pm Weekdays 
All Hours Phone (09) 817 8069 

FAMILY PLANNING 

FAMILY HEALTH 

ACCIDENTS 

ACUPUNCTURE 

TRAVEL HEALTH 

VACCINATIONS 

HEALTH CHECKS 

HOME VISITS MINOR 

SURGERY

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd.
PROCARE 

2  Rangiwai Road,  Titirangi,  Auckland 0604 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range  of general practice services 

for you and your family.

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to serve 
the community and the wider  

West Auckland catchment. 
No appointments necessary

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys 

OUR HOURS ARE: 
Monday: closed 

Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 
Late night Wednesday & Thursdays: 

9.30 am to 7pm  
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm 

Sundays:10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
Ladies and Girls haircuts  

on Tuesday and Wednesdays only

PHONE 09 827 6526 
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com

Local 
Liquor

New World 
Supermarket

WE ARE 
HERE
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• Switchboard upgrade and
replacement

• Powerpoint installa on
• Exterior & security lighting
• TV / Phone / Data
• LED lighting
• Bathroom/kitchen renova ons
• Power and hot water faults
• Security alarms and camera

installa on 
• House rewiring
• Garden lighting

Call today for a free quote! 
Quality workmanship at

compe ve rates guaranteed!

Phone: 0279462000 

Email: 
joachim@nobleelectrical.co.nz

Website:
www.nobleelectricalandlighting.co.nz

www.facebook.com/noble.electrical.ligh ng/
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Kia ora and gidday fishos, I'm sitting here 
with pen and paper waiting for some 
nautical inspiration to flood over me to help 
fill up this fishing page. How do fishing 
mags manage to fill at least 100 pages 
every month and still keep readers hooked 
(dreadful pun)? 

Anyhow, a bit of local fishing news to start 
with. A keen young fisho from Huia recently 
caught a 43cm John Dory from off the rocks 
at Little Huia. John Dory are rare in these 
waters but I checked out with a veteran 
fisho who said that in all his many years of 
fishing the harbour and over the bar he had 
only ever seen one caught over the bar and 
had never heard of one caught in the 
harbour. So I checked up in Hohepa's book, 
How to Catch Fish, and he says they do lurk 
in deep water but are mainly found on 
offshore reefs. He goes on to say they will 
grow up to 60cm in length. They are funny 
looking geezers with flimsy fins and a 
distinguishing black spot on their body 
which Hohepa reckons was made in biblical 
times when St Peter hauled one in and tried 
to extract a silver coin from its mouth (I 
knew I'd find something to fill this page 
with!) Anyhow, should you have a burning 
ambition to catch one of these fellas get 
yourself some small live rock cod, which 
John Dory love. The young fella said he 
caught it on kahawai – good luck. 

I always thought electric reels were a bit of 
a fashion fad and used mainly by wimps 
and lazy fishos. However after struggling to 
reel in two big snapper from 65m it was 
obvious they are useful, especially to the 
Big Boys who target groper, hapuka etc in 
500m. Suggested to the old man it would be 
nice to get one for christmas. “Waste of 
money at your age,” he said. “You'll never 
get your money's worth out of it.” So I'll keep 
on cranking. 

Now another bad luck fishing story. Was out 
fishing one day with two rods and a 
handline. I had one rod in the holder and the 
other in my hands, with the handline under 
my foot so I would feel it move if anything 
tugged at it. Well what happened next falls 
into the Sod's Law category. The rod in the 
holder bent over, so I jumped up to put the 
rod I was holding in another holder so I  

could grab the first one while taking my foot 
off the handline. It was a good fish and I 
was struggling to wind it in and didn't see 
the line disappearing off the handline at a 
great rate of knots till I heard it rattling about 
on the deck. By the time I had got my head 
around what was happening the handline 
had skidded across the deck, over the stern 
and into the murky. I was put out but carried 
on winding in but the brute kept taking line 
so I tightened up the clutch and of course 
the line broke and the big fish joined the 
handline in the murky. The words I uttered 
are not fit for a family publication! 

With no other fishing news of any interest to 
tell, it's joke time. 

It was tough luck for Ernie, he missed two 
alimony payments and his wife 
repossessed him. 

Now a sexist joke or two because it's okay 
for women to tell sexist jokes about other 
women.  

Excuses given by little old ladies for traffic 
accidents: 

Officer I collided with a stationary truck 
coming the other way. 

In my attempt to kill a fly a power pole 
collided with me. 

A pedestrian hit me and went under my car. 

My car was legally parked when it backed 
into the car behind. 

The tree appeared out of nowhere and hit 
me. 

Ok fishos, that's Winnie done for this 
month. Happy fishing, cheers. 
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What a time the slugs and snails have been having with my winter staples. Nothing seems to deter 
them and it's a tale of woe I've heard repeated by many a gardener lately. They've even chomped 
through my rhubarb leaves which are meant to be poisonous to humans but clearly not snails. 
However this week I've been given a new tip which involves burying a jar half full of beer in your 
garden and apparently the next day it will be full of slimy things. Watch this space for the results! 

Being September spring has officially sprung and everything starts to grow but while you're 
working on making sure your soil is ready for planting be equally vigilant about getting rid of weeds 
before they take over. Hopefully you've still got some winter staples such as broccoli, cauliflower 
and brussel sprouts to harvest while your summer vegetables are getting established. You can 
sow or plant beans, peppers, sweet corn, beetroot, tomatoes and basil and your seed potatoes 
should be sprouting nicely ready for planting in deep, well composted soil. 

Watch for brown rot in fruit trees which can be treated with a fungicide. 

Most flower seeds – too many to list - can now be sown. And September is a good time to tart up 
the lawn: water (as if we haven't had enough lately!) before sowing seeds on a good day and then 
carefully rake over. The experts say scatter from east to west rather than north-south. Keep moist 
during the germination period and don't mow too soon. 

                     Happy spring gardening! 

The Lady Green-fingers 
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The Forgotten 
Suburb 

Last century the Laingholm bus would start its run 
at Brownie Rd and proceed to Woodlands Park via 
Laingholm Dr, Sandys Pde, Victory and Huia Rds.  
The return trip was the opposite, so the bus went 
both ways through Laingholm.  This was changed 
about 20 years’ ago when the New Lynn to 
Laingholm bus started to turn left at Woodlands 
Park and take the shorter route along Huia Rd 
turning right up Laingholm Dr to Brownie Rd.  This 
was not very convenient if someone wanted to get 
a bus home to Brownie Rd from the school, the hall 
or the church.  When asked if the 20th century 
system could be reinstated, Auckland Transport 
said “the infrastructure is too difficult (the hairpin 
bend at the junction with Warner Park Ave?) and 
there is not room for the buses to pass on 
Laingholm Dr.”  That statement is nonsense   I have 
been on the 171 bus when it has passed a school 
bus on Laingholm Dr, and the 171 bus going one 
way will not meet a 171 going the other way – the 
buses are not that frequent. 
Then Laingholm Dr collapsed and the bus is again 
going both ways on Victory Rd and Laingholm Dr 
(negotiating the hairpin bend) as far as Dorothy Rd, 
where it turns. 

Some years’ ago, the bus drivers were told only to 
stop for passengers at designated bus stops – even 

though, particularly on Victory Rd, it was a long 
way between stops.  After six and a half years’ of 
campaigning, we eventually got an official bus stop 
at the top of Warner Park Av.  With the buses going 
down Victory Rd again, the question is, “Will they 
stop for passengers even though there are no bus 
stops on that side of the road?”  The answer is, 
“Yes, they will ”  Hurray for commonsense. 

However, the New Lynn to Laingholm run now 
takes longer (no short cut along Huia Rd).  Although 
the buses leave New Lynn on time, they are 
running very late by the time they have turned and 
started the return trip from Laingholm, so the 
passengers don’t know when the bus is due.  A 
simple solution, Auckland Transport, would be to 
give us a temporary timetable until Laingholm Dr is 
fixed – and that will take several months.  Then, 
perhaps you could consider changing the route 
permanently so that the bus, once again, goes both 
ways through Laingholm. 

Laingholm Local 
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Getting a fair deal at the supermarket  Dr Deborah Russell 
MP for New Lynn

As part of our work to support households with the cost of living, we’re taking further action to make sure 
Kiwis are paying a fair price at the supermarket. 

It’s not acceptable that people have been paying a premium for the basics while supermarkets earn $1 million a 
day in excess profits. That’s why we’ve called on supermarkets to open up wholesale access for their 
competitors, at a fair price – or we will do it for them through law.  

Right now, New Zealand has one of the most concentrated grocery retail sectors in the world. The high prices 
we’re facing are driven by the lack of competition in the sector. Opening up wholesale access will make it 
easier for new competitors and independent dairies to enter the grocery market.  

Our new toolkit of measures means we can demand major grocery retailers provide wholesale supply at certain 
terms, including price and range. It also sends a very strong message about how serious our Government is 
about seeing more competition in the market so people get a fair deal. 

Spring brings flowers … and more weeds! 

I’ve been enjoying the first signs of spring in my garden. 
I’ve had daffodils blooming, my old fashioned roses 
have fresh shoots and the riroriro have been singing. 
Manuka trees on our verge are starting to wake up and 
there are new leaves on our pohutukawa. It’s been a long, 
wet, grey winter and I think all of us have been 
struggling to keep our spirits up. Warmer days and 
sunshine certainly help! 

Of course, just as the planted flowers in my garden are 
starting to bloom, the weeds are taking off again too. 
This month, I would like to commend the work done by 
all the conservation groups around the Waitakere 
Ranges, especially the people who spend time and effort 
pulling out noxious weeds like wild ginger and climbing 
asparagus. Even the sweet scented jasmine and 
honeysuckle are not welcome in our native bush. 

If you’re unsure about which plants are invasive weeds, 
check out EcoMatters War on Weeds page - 
https: www.ecomatters.org.nz in-nature war-on-
weeds

Gardening is one of the things I do when I manage to 
have time out from my busy job. For me, gardening is a 
very important way to relieve stress. I know that many of 
us have been struggling over the past couple of years due 
to the strain of the pandemic. Although we are moving 
towards a new normal and the immediacy of Covid-19 is fading, I do think it’s important for us to remember 
that it’s still in our community, and that it’s still affecting us in many ways. Let’s try to keep on looking out for 
each other as the days lighten and we move into spring. 
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Environmental heroes celebrated in the Love Your Place Awards
Volunteers, businesses and schools working to help preserve the unique environment of the Waitākere Ranges have been recognised in the 
2022 Love Your Place Awards 
.More than 100 guests helped celebrate the mahi of these special people at an awards ceremony held at the Ti rangi War Memorial Hall on 
Tuesday 2 August 2022. 
The awards are held every second year, thanks to the funding from the Waitākere Ranges Local Board and are organised by EcoMa ers 
Environment Trust. 
“Once again, we’ve been delighted to hear the stories of those in our local community who are so dedicated to enhancing and protec ng our 
stunning natural environment. We’re honoured to celebrate those who are helping to preserve this very special place for us all to enjoy,” says 
Saffron Toms, Chair of the Waitākere Ranges Local Board. 
EcoMa ers CEO Carla Gee says the judges always find it difficult to make a decision. 
“The calibre of nomina ons con nues to be high and as judges, we are always humbled as we read about the difference all these nominees 
are making for this special place. We’re grateful to the local board for suppor ng these awards and helping recognise the mahi of those 
generously dedica ng me and effort to the community and the environment,” says Carla. 
Awards were given in five categories, recognising youth, school groups, businesses, volunteer groups and individual volunteers who have made 
an impact in cleaning up rubbish, pest control, plan ng and more. There were also two special men ons of groups doing great work locally. 
The winners are:

Denise Yates Award
For youth (under 16) showing emerging leadership around local environmental issues 
Winner: Jay Leighton is a keen conserva onist who designed his own pest traps to protect New Zealand's na ve species. He shared these 
designs with the Department of Conserva on to ask for their feedback and was interviewed on prime- me television, to encourage others to 
do their bit. Jay joined the Ora a Primary School leadership programme Ngā Rākau Kaha and devoted his 20 hours of community service 
required for this to trapping pests at his local wetland.  
Judges’ Commenda on: Jasmyn Bensemann is a natural leader who is inspiring others of her age to get ac ve, get outdoors and protect the 
environment. She undertakes pest plant removal and pest animal control and monitoring at home. Jasmyn has been an Arataki Junior Ranger 
for two years and uses these skills to help her care for the environment in our parks. 

Karaka Award
For a school or school group taking ac on on a local environmental issue 
Winner: Woodlands Park School is a Green-Gold Enviroschool. The school community is involved in li erless lunches, worm farming and 
compos ng, bee-keeping, food growing, sustainable fundraising and na ve bush regenera on. They have been working with community 
groups and Auckland Council for more than five years now to help restore Ti rangi and Waima. In the last two years they have planted 1000 
trees at Tangiwai Reserve. 
Judges’ Commenda on: Laingholm School’s Outdoor Classroom and Gardening Club both play vital roles in the students’ environmental 
educa on. The Outdoor Classroom, led by Richard Kerr, provides a holis c and organic approach to learning outdoors. The Gardening Club led 
by Caroline McCartney, builds sustainability skills for future gardeners and sends surplus food and seedlings to the school community and a 
local free community pantry. 
Judges’ Commenda on: Henderson Valley School provides great opportuni es for students and the wider community to connect to and take 
ac on for the local environment. Last year students worked at various loca ons along the length of the Opanuku Stream to carry out water 
tes ng and a rubbish clean-up.

Nīkau Award
For a business or social enterprise making a contribu on to improve the environment 
Winner: Sus nnoworx is a social enterprise which promotes a circular model while diver ng tex le waste from landfill. They trade in second-
hand clothing, with profits going to support other non-profit organisa ons. Sus nnoworx also holds workshops and seminars teaching 
upcycling and facts about fast fashion and waste. They communicate accessible informa on through social media channels, to highlight 
essen al informa on to change consumer behaviour. 
Judges Commenda on: Led by Geraldine Tew, The ReCreators is a social enterprise focusing on teaching upcycling skills to the local community 
as a way of encouraging people to be more sustainable and to help move our community towards a circular economy. The ReCreators teach in 
libraries, community centres, parks and carparks – places that are accessible to all. Sustainability is a clear thread of ac vism that runs through 
The ReCreators workshops.

Rata Award
For an outstanding volunteer group or organisa on taking ac on on a local environmental issue 
Winner: Pest Free Piha is targe ng both invasive weeds and predators across Piha. They have organised a group of volunteer “Pest Warriors'' 
that work enthusias cally to improve Piha’s ecological environment. Ac vi es include wasp eradica on/trapping, weeding and plan ng of the 
road corridors throughout the community, lupin eradica on on the sand dunes, management of the weed bin funded by Waitākere Ranges 
Local Board, manufacture of traps, weed recogni on and spraying programs and much more. Over the past three years, lupins have been 
eliminated from Piha dunes – last year alone 12,000 lupins were removed by volunteers. 
Judges Commenda on: BirdCare Aotearoa cares for more than 6,000 birds a year, most of which they help rehabilitate. Not only do they care 
for birds, they also care for the local na ve bush through pest animal and plant control, and by plan ng more na ves. This is improving local 
conserva on and biodiversity, providing more na ve wildlife habitat for food and breeding. 
Judges Commenda on: Len Gillman and Deidre Green are two outstanding individuals who are transforming Laingholm through driving a 
successful volunteer conserva on movement. They are two of the early founders of Laingholm’s local volunteer conserva on group 
Restora on Ruatuna. The group was started in 2018 by Laingholm residents who were responding to concerns about poor water quality at the beach. 
Thanks to their reless efforts, the beach was made safe for swimming, the causes of the overflows were discovered and steps were taken towards a permanent 
solu on. 
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Letter to the Editor

Victory Road has become a race track lately and a potential hazard with one meter 
deep ditches, potholes, narrowing of the road and deceptive bends. 

 Please slow down and take it easy before a major accident happens.  

And if you don't slow down, the Council, no doubt, will put judder bars across the 
road...  

Concerned resident

Kahikatea Award
For an outstanding individual volunteer taking ac on on a local environmental issue 
Winner: John Staniland, is a former Kelston Boys classics teacher (La n and Greek) of 40 years, who inspired his students not just on his 
topic but also on ecology, biology, botany, conserva on and everything involved with New Zealand flora and fauna. In 2006 he was 
awarded a Royal Society of NZ Science, Mathema cs and Technology Teachers Fellowship, which he used to research hihi (s tchbirds) in 
the Ark in the Park restora on project, of which he was also a joint-founder. 
Outside of teaching, John was the founding Chairperson of Waitakere Branch Royal Forest & Bird Protec on Society and has served as 
the Chair or Deputy Chair for 33 years. He was instrumental in bringing about the purchase of Forest & Bird’s Matuku Reserve (off Jonkers 
Road), a 120 ha forest and wetland sanctuary, in five stages over three decades. He also helped organise the purchase of another 37 ha 
of land in the Waitākere River valley, another forest and wetland restora on project known as Matuku Link. He’s ac vely involved in pest 
control and growing of eco-sourced plants for both these reserves, as well as helping with other local conserva on efforts.  
Judges Commenda on: Guenter Niersbach has been an outstanding volunteer ambassador for the Kauri Rescue project over the last 12 
months. As a landowner with sick kauri, Guenter wanted to treat his own trees, but since then he has turned out to undertake fieldwork 
trea ng kauri and monitoring their health every week during the last field season.  
Judges Commenda on: Graeme Carrie has led the Piha Ratepayers & Residents Associa on’s efforts to make the Piha Lagoon safe for 
swimmers for more than a decade now. This included rou ne tes ng for E.coli and liaising with Auckland Council. As a result, Auckland 
Council is now seeking consent to undertake work that will help flush the lagoon when it can’t be done naturally.  
Judges Commenda on: Nova Gibson is an eco-warrior who filled countless black rubbish bags with li er from alongside the walkways, 
cycleways, motorways and any public area. Her ini a ve to repurpose old fridges and convert them into kerbside mini-libraries is 
legendary in many suburbs, from Massey to Ti rangi. 

Special Men ons
The judges felt two other nominees deserved special recogni on for their mahi. 
CatchIT-Schools: Karen Colgan and Kay Wight volunteer to deliver a programme to school children in the Waitākere Ranges providing 
hands-on trapping and monitoring experience. Karen and Kay have delivered this CatchIT-Schools programme for the children at 
Waitakere Primary School, Henderson Valley Primary School and Ora a Primary School. So far at least 1,000 Year 5 and 6 children at local 
schools have had the chance to become conserva on scien sts through this programme.  
The Glen Eden Scout Group has long had strong es to the community but it was close to closing down. Thanks to new leaders stepping 
in, the group is thriving again with close to 50 scouts now. The group contribute to local environmental improvement, through rubbish 
pick-ups which can net more than 20kgs in just a few hours. The group has a big focus on sustainability, oceans, climate change and 
conserva on. 
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The Manukau is New Zealand’s 
most important harbour for 
migratory wading birds. 
Around 30,000 wading birds 
feed on the mudflats every 
day and an estimated 60% 
of all New Zealand waders 
visit the harbour at some 
stage in their lives. 
Species include South 
Island Pied Oystercatchers, 
Pied Stilts, Banded Dotterels, 
Wrybills, Eastern Bar-tailed 

Godwits, Red Knots and
Ruddy Turnstones. If you 
live in Laingholm, then 
you’re lucky enough to 
live on one of the world’s 
most unique and amazing 
harbours and more and 
more in our community 
are treasuring this 
special place. 

R e s t o r i n g N a t u r e i n L a i n g h o l m 

On Sunday last week as darkness settled 
on Ruatuna Reserve, a bobbing sea of head- 
torches approached the stream. Led by the 
intrepid aficionado Dan, the children flowed
over the fence – drawn to the reflections 
from his day glow stripped ranger vest. 
He said in a low voice – “if you quieten 
down it will be easier to see the fish”. A
hush settled, the only sound a squelch of 
mud on gumboot rubber as 34 kids pressed 
closer to the edge of the stream. “There! 
I see one.” “That’s a kokapu”, said Dan. 
“A native fish, secretive and hard to find.

They feed at night and hide during the 
day”. “And there look more inanga”. They 
have spawned here in the rushes. Up the road 
at a secret location in a dark, 
hidden pool awaits our kuia, long finned
eel. Fingers rippled the surface, and an 
oily dark shape rises. An excited squeal 
and an indrawing of breath as another bold 
child leans closer to the water. 
Something special is happening here - a 
new generation inspired, looking, and 
listening more closely. 

MANUKAU WADERS 

NIGHT-TIME FISH HUNT 
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PEST PLANT OF THE MONTH PLANT OF THE MONTH 

PREDATOR REPORT 
WATERTESTING OF 
RUATUNA STREAM 

VOLUNTEERS RECEIVE 
COMMENDATION 

The July water testing 
results of the stream were 
very good with Phosphate 
back down and dissolved 
Oxygen up. 

July rainfall was 375mm - 
the highest level we have
ever recorded. 

Len Gillman and Deirdre 
Green, two of our founders, 
received a commendation at 
the EcoMatters ‘Love Your 
Place’ awards. Len and 
Deirdre want to thank those 
who nominated them, EcoMatters, 
our local ranger and the 
Local Board for their 
ongoing support. 

Dracophyllum sinclairii 

This plant is endemic to New Zealand and 
grows in lowland to montane shrubland 
from Northland to East Cape on boney harsh 
sites such as coastal cliff tops. There 
are a few plants struggling to survive on 
the headland at the end of Kauri Point 
Road. Much of its habitat in Laingholm has 
been lost to weed trees such as Cotoneas- 
ter and Willowleaved hakea. It has thin 
leaves that are distinctively twisted and 
form grass-like tufts and old branches are 
fissured. Flowers are white to red.

Willowleaved hakea 

Willowleaved hakea can dominate shrubland 
on poor soil habitats such as coastal 
cliffs. It contributes to local extinction 
of rare native ferns, orchids and shrubs 
such as Dracophyllum sinclairii. Control 
options: Pull out small plants and cut and 
paste larger plants with MetPaste. 

RESTORATION 

RUATUNA 

COM M UNITY DAY 

Laingholm Hall 

1pm-3pm Sunday 
October 9th 

www.facebook.com/groups/ruatuna/ 
restorationruatuna@gmail.com 

Hats off to our dedicated 
and growing predator control 
team who have been out 
checking traps. This is a
really important time of 
year as the birds start to
look around for nesting 
sites. Adult birds, their 
eggs and chicks are very 
vulnerable to prey so it’s 
important work that our 
team undertakes. Catch numbers 
have been low but this is 
not unexpected for this 
time of year. Our goal is 
to restore the bird and in-
vertebrate life to Laingholm. 
If you would like to join 
our team of trappers or 
want help to get started 
trapping in your own back 
yard, please email us on 
restorationruatuna@gmail.com 
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         Pony Tales
Let ’s h ear it  fo r the boy s! 

At Huia Road Horse Club we are lucky to have two gorgeous club ponies. Here’s a litte bit 
about them. 

P addy 
Paddy is an awesome, Welsh, palimino pony who is in his 20’s! He’s 
about 11 hands high. Paddy loves being groomed, and playing with the 
giant red ball. He can really push that ball far! He’s a clever pony, who 
learns tricks really easily. He has lived at the club for many years now, 
and has become a real favourite with our club members and our 
community pony riders. Paddy is a really sweet boy, and has taught 
many kids about looking after and handling horses. We think you are 
wonderful, Paddy!

M er lin  
Merlin is the newest horse member of the Huia Road Horse Club, and is 
already a much-loved pony. He’s become a companion for Paddy, 
although he is much smaller! What he lacks in size, he makes up for in 
spirit, and we have had to adjust the pony paddack to stop him from 
practising his escape artistry. He also loves a good grooming, especially 
now that he is starting to loose all his shaggy winter coat. He is cuddly 
and loves a good scratch, and also loves to learn new things and tricks. 
He is a real star at bowing!

Our super cute ponies have a bit of a pickle that we would love some help with. They are in 
need of some new shelter for their paddock. If you are able to help with skills, labour, or 
materials, we and the ponies would be really happy to hear from you!

Don’t forget to come to our next Pony Rides Day – always the first Sunday of the month, from 
3-4pm. Paddy and Merlin would be thrilled to see you. 

For enquiries or more information, please contact Club President Louise on 0274991732,  

or see https://www.facebook.com/huiaroadhorseclub.
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Proof-reading
$22 per thousand words 

Proofing and suggstions for style $33 
Free sample - send 500 words - no charge 

Ann.English.clear@icloud.com 

Fitness class, star ng in Huia Hall. 

Ring Pam, 8118628, for detail 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years 

experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505



- 54 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE
The Huia Fishing and Family Club, 
48 Foster Bay Avenue.

HUIA HALL FORRENT
Lovely environment, easy parking, 
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100. 
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 
021 142 0563 or Email:
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE?
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm 
Primary School Hall and Community 
Room are available for private or 
community group use. Community 
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is 
$40 per hour. 
Use of kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGEHALL
Now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL
Phone 817 5140

HALLS FOR HIRE 
EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance 111 
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE 817 0040 
HENDERSON POLICE STATION 839 0600 
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION 817 5475 
HUIA FIRE STATION 811 8885 
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867 
WATERCARE 442 2222 
AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069 
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888 
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE 817 6772 
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY 817 7102 
MEALS ON WHEELS 828 5812 
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE 817 8012 
TOUGHLOVE GROUP 624 4364 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266 
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman)) 816 9018

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER    SCHOOL 817 4386 
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN 817 4372 
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE 817 3489 
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE 390 8828

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU    0800 367 222 818 8634

CARL HARDING 811 8672 
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 021 304916 
TED TURNER, (by appointment) 817 3073 
JENNY MACINTYRE, Marriage & Funeral   021 434837

CELEBRANTS & 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

COUNSELLING 

EDUCATION 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

SERVICES 
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