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What’s 
 Happening? 
Sandys Parade  

see p 28,29 

Where are the Buses? 

Maybe on Pages 27 & 30 

What have our schools been doing?  

Laingholm Kindy  see p 38 

Steiner see p 6 & 7 

Woodlands Park see p 32 & 33 

Laingholm  

To see what our  
Volunteers have  

had to do this  
Month  

Check out pages 
22, 23   &  40 & 41. 

Who & What are  
growing? 

 See page 42 & 44

Book Reviews 

Page 48 & 49 
LDCA   AGM 

See p 16 

Titirangi  
Library 

Programmes In other 
areas due to building 

work. 

See Page 49 
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Who’s horsing around in our 
Community?  

To find out more,  See page 34

Whats cooking for July?

See page 14 for  

Winter Warmers
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LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING
Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous articles or those with just pseudonyms 
will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be reproduced 
provided that the source is acknowledged and the author’s 
permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS
The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout or their helpers, 
or the committees that they represent. Whilst every endeavour 
is made to print the truth, the Management Committee for the 
Roundabout can accept no responsibility for any printed article 
or advertisement printed herein. The responsibility for each 
article or advertisement remains with the group, or person, or 
persons who submitted them for publication. 

As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the right to 
edit where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you, the 
contributor, from any action that could be taken, and to keep 
the tone of our publication high. Editing is done by the 

Roundabout production team. All political adverts will 
be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. Advertisers 
should be aware that the liability of the Roundabout 
Management Committee for any errors ofomission or 
commission is limited to the refund of any money which 
the advertiser may have paid for the appearance of the 
offending advertisement in any issue of the 
Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES
We prefer to have artwork and articඇes submitted 
eඇectronicaඇඇy wherever possibඇe.  

"The onඇine emaiඇ address for "Editoriaඇ" is 
theroundabout.editoriaඇ@gmaiඇ.com and for 
"Advertising"  is  advs@theroundabout.org.nz

ආncඇuding the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject ඇine 
ensures that your materiaඇ goes into the current copy 
foඇder and avoids accidentaඇ ඇoss. ආt aඇso heඇps us if 
you provide contact detaiඇs for invoicing and to heඇp 
sort out any probඇems that may arise. Common formats 
incඇuding *.docx, *.pdf , *.jpg and *.png fiඇes are 
preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of 
charge by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, 
Parau, Cornwallis and Huia areas. We are happy to 
mail copies outside the free delivery area at a cost of 
$60 for ten issues (March to December). However, the 
latest issues can be found at our web-page: 
theroundabout.org.nz

Chairman: Graeme Booth              817-4658 
Treasurer: Doreen Sunman  Secretary: Frances Rodden    
Accounts: Gina Towl                     Printer: Neil Thomas 
Advertising: Keith Towl               Production: Kevin Gill 
Circulation & Deliveries:   Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995 
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To the Editor 

Despite Mr Civicus’s zeal in explaining “regulatory relief” on my behalf in his Letter to the 

Editor last month (June 2026), his narrow view of the issue fails to capture the reality, which is 

far more complex. 

Regulatory relief is not a new concept; 

It is a fundamental principle that underpins our common-law traditions and the protection of 

property rights. The Auckland Unitary Plan already includes elements of regulatory relief, 

although a more accurate description of how it operates within the AUP context would be 

“regulatory compensation”. This is different from the corporate compensation scenario Mr 

Civicus imagines; it relates to individual property owners seeking reasonable application of the 

law, not corporations litigating against councils. 

Mr Civicus fails to explain this or to inform readers of the full spirit and purpose of regulatory 

relief as set out in the Planning Bill. He also fails to note that, when the Planning Bill becomes 

an Act, it will relate to the Regulatory Standards Act 2025, and that the purpose of both is to 

foster collaborative relationships between regulators and the affected people. 

Mr Civicus also fails to note that councils often miss statutory application deadlines, costing 

ratepayers extra, and that the Resource Management Discount on Administrative Charges 

Regulation 2010 offers up to 50% relief on charges in such cases. 

My May article highlighted that protecting the Waitakere Ranges is driven by local people who 

love, live in, and visit the area, not by bureaucratic rules alone. 

It discussed the complex tension in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act between 

“character” and “use” across the 10,500 ha of private land within the heritage area. 

In short, the Act requires decision-makers and planning rules to ensure that private property 

activities remain subservient to the natural and rural landscapes. Yet at the same time, the Act 

“recognises that people live and work in the area in distinct communities, and to enable those 

people to provide for their social, economic, environmental, and cultural well-being” 

I encounter and help many people who, while navigating this complex and somewhat 

contradictory consenting rule environment, incur exorbitant resource consent costs due to 

council planning staff's discretion in interpreting the regulations. Mr Civicus may blindly follow 

the council’s interpretation of the law for free, but why should it be cost-prohibitive for ordinary 

people to challenge the council's regulatory interpretations if they believe them to be incorrect, 

at times, even silly. 

If Auckland Council faced sharing financial liability for the costs their discretionary 

interpretations impose on residents, costs that go beyond what the law actually requires, it 

would incentivise planners to be more restrained and reasonable in how they apply those 

rules. 

I am open to any mechanism that fosters more constructive collaboration between council, 

regulators, and the people affected by their decisions, whatever it is called. 

Sincerely 

Ken Turner 
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Winter Warmers 
by 

ADRIENNE PEEK
CROCKPOT PAPRIKA HOT POT 

700 Grams Stewing Steak (Chopped) 

3 Onions (Chopped)   

1 Tablespoon Paprika 

3 Cups Stock or Water 

1 Bay Leaf 

Sprig of Oregano or 1 Teaspoon dried 

Few Sprigs of Parsley (Chopped) 

500 Grams Potatoes (Chopped) 

2 Cups Frozen Peas 

Salt and Pepper to taste. 

Place all of the ingredients, except the peas, into a crockpot 

and cook on high until the meat is tender. Add the peas and 

cook for a few minutes. If the mixture needs thickening, mix 

several tablespoons of cornflour with a little water and stir in.  

You can also cook this recipe in a large pot. You brown the 

meat and onions first and slowly add the other ingredients. 

BEST EVER CARROT CAKE 

2 Cups Flour 

2 Teaspoons Baking Soda   

2 Cups Sugar 

1ͭ4 Teaspoon Salt 

2 Teaspoons Cinnamon 

1 Cup Cooking Oil 

4 Eggs (Beaten) 

3 Cups Grated Carrot 

ICING 

100 Grams Cream Cheese 

50 Grams of Butter or Margarine 

2 Cups Icing Sugar 

1 Teaspoon Vanilla Essence 

Mix all of the cake ingredients together and bake in a large tin lined with baking paper for about an hour at 170 

degrees on fan bake. Remove from the tin when cold and make the icing by mixing all of the ingredients 

together. You can sprinkle with chopped nuts or lemon zest or dried fruit. Keeps really well. 



09-818 3012
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Why not visit your local museum, come and browse a wide range of 

interesting local artifacts.  1251 Huia Road, Huia. 

Admission: $5    children 12 and under: free 

Open Saturday and Sunday 1.30 – 4.30 pm (until 4.00pm winter ) 

Enquiries and group bookings: info@huiamuseum.org.nz

Ph: 8118971 

Thanks to all the local people for buying Jams and preserves on market day.  

A group of hard working ladies make these to raise funds, sourcing fruit locally.                            

We currently need more jars please drop off at museum. 

We also have a great selection of new and second books relating to our local district.         

A lot of these books are now our of print so don't miss out. 

The museum is currently in need of serious repairs, grants nationally are not so easy to obtain 

so all donations are welcome. 

We also need more volunteers; any men or women who have an interest in our wonderful 

local history very welcome. We would love to hear from you.  

Drop in on Saturday or Sunday between 1.30 and 4pm and have a chat with one of our 

Trustees or attend our Agm 19th July 1.30 to learn more. 

The Museum has been around since 1984 built by local people and holds many original 

records and relics from our local history. These treasures must remain in our area to remind 

us of the determination of the early settlers and what was established to give us the wonderful 

home that  this part of the Waitakere is. 

Important dates^ 19th July Museum AGM

20th September History day
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The Forgotten Suburb
It is clear that, in July 1976, the 
Laingholm Roundabout was struggling.  
The new format, in unfolded foolscap, 
provided more space for cover 
advertisements but the committee had 
not had enough businesses come 
forward to fill the pages.  The 
Roundabout was published to raise funds 
for the school but rising costs of paper 
and ink meant that there was very little 
profit.  However, a devoted fan of the 
Roundabout had written this letter to the 
editor. 

“Dear Sir, 

I wish to congratulate the Editorial 
Committee on their new look 
Roundabout.  We owe you a ‘vote of 
thanks’ for the trouble and expense you 
go to, to provide Laingholm with a very 
worthwhile service which is unique to our 
school. 

It means hours of voluntary labour by the 
committee and helpers to produce and 
distribute 850 copies of this monthly 
magazine.  The cost of paper and prints 
must be substantial.  It would be a pity if 
you had to close down for lack of funds. 

I would suggest that we each pay an 
annual subscription of one dollar to 
defray expenses. 

Please find enclosed one dollar. 

Yours truly, 

“Observant”.

I wonder how many other people 
contributed the princely sum of $1 to keep 
the Roundabout going.  “Observant” 
would be delighted to know that, 50 years 
later, the Roundabout is still alive and 
well and now 1800 copies are printed and 
distributed each month.  And, thanks to 
very faithful advertisers, the magazine’s 
finances are in good shape. 

Another interesting comment on the 
editorial page stated that the “Laingholm 
Roundabout was first published 17 years 
ago”.  That would make the date of the 
very first issue 1959.  Last year the 
magazine celebrated 60 years of 
continuous publication – acknowledging 
that one or two issues were published in 
1964.  The present committee is not 
aware of any magazines being printed 
earlier than that year, but if someone has 
more information regarding an earlier 
date, please contact us, we’d love to hear 
from you!

Laingholm Local 
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171 New Lynn to Laingholm 

via Titirangi Rd and Woodlands Park 

Monday  

to  

Friday 

170 Laingholm 
Drive  

(stop 5514) 

Woodlands Park 
Roundabout

(Stop 5489

Titirangi Village 

(Stop 5221))

Stop E 

New Lynn  

(Stop 5914) 

07:27  07:36  07:44  07:50
08:30  08:40  08:48  08:54
09:15  09:24 09:31  09:36
10:00  10:09 10:16  10:21

11:00  11:09 11:16  11:21
12:00 12:09 12:16 12:21

13:00  13:09 13:16  13:21
14:00  14:09  14:16 14:21
15:00 15:12  15:19  15:25
15:30  15:42 15:49  15:55

16:00  16:12  16:19 16:25
16:30  16:42 16:49  16:55
17:00  17:12  17:19  17:25

17:30 17:42 17:49  17:55
18:00  18:10 18:18 18:25
18:30  18:40  18:47  18:52
19:00 19:10 19:17 19:22

19:30 19:40  19:47  19:52

Saturday, Sunday 07:00  07:08  07:15  07:21
and Public 08:00  08:08  08:15  08:21
Holidays 09:00  09:09  09:16 09:22

10:00  10:09 10:16 10:22
11:00  11:10 11:17 11:23
12:00 12:10 12:17 12:23

13:00  13:10  13:17  13:23
14:00  14:10  14:17  14:23
15:00  15:10  15:17 15:23
16:00 16:09  16:16  16:22

17:00  17:09  17:16  17:22
18:00  18:09  18:16 18:22
19:00 19:09  19:16 19:22

Times in bold are 

scheduled, all other 

times are approximate 

This service is 

provided by 

Ritchies Transport 

Laingholm Bus Timetable 
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Monday  

to  

Friday 

170 Laingholm 
Drive  

(stop 5514) 

Woodlands Park 
Roundabout

(Stop 5489

Titirangi Village 

(Stop 5221))

Stop E 

New Lynn  

(Stop 5914) 

06.20  06:38 06:47 06:59
06.50 07:08  07:17  07:30

07.20  07:38  07:47 08:00
07:50  08:09  08:19  08:33
08:54  09:11 09:20  09:33

09:36  09:53 10:02  10:15
10:21 10:38 10:47 11:00
11:21 11:38 11:47 12:00

12:21  12:38 12:47  13:00
13:21 13:38 13:47 14:00
14:21  14:38  14:47  15:00

15:25  15:42  15:51 16:07
15:55 16:12 16:21  16:37
16:25  16:42 16:51 17:07

16:55  17:12  17:21 17:37
17:25  17:42  17:51  18:07
17:55  18:12  18:21  18:37

18:25 18:41 18:49 19:03
18:52  19:08 19:16 19:29
19:22 19:38 19:46 19:59

19:52 20:08  20:16 20:29

Saturday, Sunday 07:21  07:35  07:43 07:56
and Public 08:21  08:35 08:43  08:56
Holidays 09:22 09:37  09:45  09:58

10:22 10:37  10:45  10:58

11:23  11:39 11:47 12:00
12:23  12:39 12:47 13:00
13:23 13:39 13:47 14:00

14:23 14:39  14:47  15:00
15:23  15:39 15:47  16:00
16:22  16:38  16:46  16:58

17:22 17:38 17:46  17:58
18:22  18:38 18:46  18:58
19:22 19:38 19:46  19:58

171 Laingholm to New Lynn 

via Woodlands Park and Titirangi Rd 

Laingholm Bus Timetable 

For School Buses see AT 075 & 076
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Fridays 5:30 – 11pm 
Sunday 4- 8:00pm 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Beach. 
Find us on Facebook for event and dinner details. 

New faces always welcome,  
come down and try us out͑͑ Visitor fee $3.00 

Single membership - $40 initial then $30 per year- Family 
membership $50 per year 

Any questions please contact the Secretary 
lfcsecretary@hotmail.co.nz

Hello from the Fishing Club
Happy mid year! 

The shortest day has passed and we are now on our way to spring!  

In the last month at the Club, we continue to provide events and are very happy at the support from our 

club members as well as the local community.  

There was a successful pool competition held at the Club between Laingholm and Titirangi RSA with 

Titirangi winning...(just)! In August there will be other pool Competitions with other West Auckland clubs. 

In case you are not familiar with Club, we have 2 pool tables with one of these designated as the 

beginners' table, so if you want to have a go at pool or need some practice, then this table is for you.  

We have restarted our Jag the Joker competition which is drawn every Friday at approximately 8pm. To 

be in the draw, all you need to do is buy a drink worth $5.00 or more to get a ticket. We are also selling 

tickets for meat raffles again usually on a Friday night but sometimes on Sundays.  

Every fortnight we provide meals so check out our Facebook page for the menu. We do not mind if you 

want to bring food from the takeaway to eat at the Club either but please purchase a drink from the bar.  

We had an excellent Sunday afternoon with Liam Flynn singing and playing his guitar. It was great to see 

everyone coming along to support Liam and the Club.  

We wanting to continue with Sunday afternoon music (we can only have acoustic not amplified music) 

and so if you are keen or know of someone who might want to have this experience, please make 

contact via lfcsecretary@hotmail.co.nz to discuss this further. 

 On July 25th 7pm we will be holding a Pub Quiz. If you want to do this then please register your team 

ASAP as places are filling fast. Teams can be either minimum 4 members, maximum 6 members, $8.00 

per member.  

Liam playing for us on a Sunday afternoon.

As usual if you 

haven't been to 

the Club or 

haven't been in 

awhile, then 

pay us a visit, 

we look                      

forward to 

seeing you! 

                                                       Andrea        



Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz
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Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade Strengthens Lifesaving Capability Through 
Bi‑Annual Medical Co‑Responder Training 

Members of the Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade have successfully 

completed their bi-annual Medical Co Responder refresher course, 

delivered in partnership with the New Zealand Red Cross. The 

training ensures brigade members remain highly capable of 

providing critical first-response medical assistance within their remote 

West Auckland community. 

The intensive course focused on reinforcing core life-saving skills, 

including patient assessment, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), 

use of automated external defibrillators (AEDs), trauma management, and stabilisation techniques for a range 

of medical emergencies. As accredited medical co responders, Huia firefighters play a vital role in bridging the 

gap between emergency call-outs and the arrival of ambulance services—often being first on scene in time-

critical situations. 

This year’s training was strengthened through collaboration, with firefighters from Henderson, Manly, and 

West Harbour Volunteer Fire Brigades joining the course. The multi-brigade participation created a valuable 

opportunity to share operational experiences, align response protocols, and build stronger inter-station 

relationships across the wider Auckland region. 

The Red Cross delivered a practical, scenario-based programme designed to replicate real-world situations 

commonly faced by volunteer firefighters. Participants were challenged through dynamic simulations involving 

cardiac arrest, severe bleeding, respiratory distress, and multi-casualty incidents—ensuring both technical 

capability and decision-making under pressure were thoroughly exercised. 

For the Huia Brigade, maintaining medical co responder capability is particularly important given the 

community’s geographic isolation and limited immediate access to healthcare services. The brigade’s role as 

both fire responders and trained medical first responders continues to be a critical component of emergency 

resilience in the area. 
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Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade Tests Crew with High-Intensity Mayday Rescue 
Exercise 

The Brigade recently undertook a demanding Mayday call training exercise, designed to simulate one of the 

most serious scenarios firefighters can face—rescuing one of their own from a life-threatening situation. 

The exercise placed brigade members into a controlled 

but high-pressure environment, where a firefighter 

became “lost and disoriented” inside a simulated 

incident scene and issued a Mayday call. This 

internationally recognised distress call signals that a 

firefighter is in immediate danger and requires urgent 

assistance. 

Responding crews were required to act quickly and 

decisively, following established Mayday protocols.  

The scenario tested a range of critical skills, including emergency communication procedures, rapid 

deployment, firefighter location techniques, air management, and coordinated rescue under reduced visibility 

conditions. 

Operating in full structural firefighting gear, including breathing apparatus, crews navigated smoke-obscured 

spaces to locate and extract the downed firefighter. The realism of the exercise was further heightened 

through time pressure, limited visibility, and the need for clear command and control throughout the 

response. 

The successful execution of the Mayday rescue exercise reflects the brigade’s ongoing commitment to safety, 

professionalism, and continuous improvement. By rigorously training for worst-case scenarios, Huia 

firefighters ensure they are prepared not only to protect their community—but also to protect each other 

when it matters most. 
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Yes we can sit back and relax a little bit at this time of the year but as always there are still 
plenty of maintenance tasks to get on with in the shed and outside on the nicer winter days...and 
haven't we had a lot of them.  

Now is a good time to prepare the garden for spring, turning the soil and adding compost and 
nutrients, while you can still plant garlic, shallots and a variety of onions. Peas such as sugar 
snaps and snow don't mind the cold and celery seedlings can be planted out but it turns out I 
CAN grow celery and I am completely over it. In the herb garden thyme and rosemary don't 
mind the winter, as well as bay tree while mesculin can be sown for easy winter salads.  

But this is also a good time to get out of the rain and cold and into the shed if you are lucky 
enough to have one. Give it a bit of a clean out and tidy up.  

Plants for early spring planting can be sown in seed trays and kept in a warm spot if you can 
find one and now is the time to get your potato beds ready by digging over the soil and adding 
compost. I have happily cut off the sprouts from my cooking potatoes and plonked them in 
random spots in the garden but of course I'll forget where. Some experts say you can even start 
your early seed potatoes sprouting but I have found patience can be a virtue with spuds.  

Strawberry beds can be prepped for new plants but I'm close to throwing in the towel with 
strawberries after years of failures despite giving them lots of tender loving care and following 
the guidelines.  

My winter crops mostly look healthy but are not doing anything in the way of producing anything 
edible.  

Begonias and impatiens can be sown in winter. Roses can be planted and dead wood as well as 
excess growth should be removed from existing roses – definitely time to invest in good quality 
gloves although somehow the thorns always seem to find a spot to attack! It's all part of the joys 
of gardening. 
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Health Benefits of Gardening 

These days there are many scientific research studies proving what 
Generations of Gardeners have known intuitively.  

Being out in Nature is good for our physical, mental and spiritual well being. 

There are the obvious benefits of fresh air, gentle exercise, Vitamin D and 
the opportunity to distract ourselves from life's woes temporarily. 

Now there is evidence of positive effects on our Cognition, Emotions, Biome  
Bone density, Hormones and Memory through the stimulation of all our 
senses., 

Fractals - are the irregular Geometric shapes and 
patterns which can be subdivided into smaller copies of 

the whole. 

Viewing Fractals has been shown to reduce stress levels by up to 60%.   

Fractals can be found everywhere in Nature, in flowers, trees, ferns,and 
shells to name a few. as shown here.  

Take a walk outside, between the showers, breathe in deeply, smell, listen, 
feel and look.  

Colours and beautiful scenes are reported to help our brain's pathways to 
respond to endorphins.  Treat your body and mind to a brighter day.  

Come and join us in the Goodness Garden. We have 
plenty of Fractals to observe, and nice people too.. 

OakTEC learners.

Young people from OakTEC participate in work and social 
activities with us, each week 

Observing their enthusiasm and skills development has been a great learning 
experience for all of us who are present with them. 

Lately they have worked hard on moving mulch with wheelbarrows and have 
continued to create a stable walking path around the garden by filling holes 
and smoothing the surface. 

The pride and satisfaction they obviously feel is wonderful to see. Heart 
warming and Joyous..If you or anyone you know would like to participate 
and/or benefit from these health supporting 
activities, please join us.  

                           Call Louise 0274 991 732

Public Social Gardening for Health Sessions - Every Thursday and 

Saturday from 10am 
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Book Reviews 
G E O R G E WA DS W O R TH  &  I AN  JO HN S O N 

Escape Artist by Peter Monteith
The incredible Second World War of Johnny Peck. 

Johnny’s first escape was from his home in Crab 
Point Victoria Australia when he was 13. 
When Australia joined the Second World War, he 
enlisted and gave his age as 20 years 10 months. 
In fact he was just 17.  

By 1941 he was in North Africa and advancing, 
until Rommel arrived and the tide of war turned. 
Then it was onto Greece for 2 weeks before 
retreating to Crete. Here 2 of the three airfields 
rebuffed German paratroopers but the 3rd one 
could not hold out, particularly as the Luftwaffe 
had total command of the skies and Johnny took 
to the hills but was eventually captured. He 
escaped.  

By February 1942, he had been recaptured and 
escaped twice more only to be caught again and 
sent to Rhodes. By 1943 he was in Italy and there 
was little chance of escape, until he was 
transferred to the north of Italy by cattle cars to fill 
gaps in The rural workforce. After a few weeks 
and three unsuccessful attempts, he again 
escaped. .Unfortunately he was recaptured.  

Then in 1943 an Armistice between Italy and the 
British was declared but the Germans swiftly took 
over Italy and the POW’s having been told to stay 
put were soon under the control of the Germans. 
Peck was in a civilian prison in Vercilli and made a 
leisurely escape by strolling through the front gate. 
From then on he decided to help all the Troops 
who were free, to escape and he joined the 
Partisans.It was a perilous time. As well as helping 
allied soldiersto escape to Switzerland he took 
part in many acts of sabotage but finally he was 
caught and tortured and spent 76 days in solitary 
confinement in Milan. 

You will have to read the book to see how the war 
ended for Johnny Peck. His story is amazing, 
action packed and almost unbelievable. What a 
man. 

Feĳoa by Kate Evans 
A story of obsession and belonging.
If you have not tasted a feĳoa, by the time you 
have read the prologue and introduction, you will 
be dying to try one. The author, a New Zealander 
living in Raglan, lovesfeĳoas wanted to find out all 
about them andthe result is this book. This 
dedicated to feĳoa lovers from 4000 years ago to 
today, For ten years the author not only travelled 

to Brazil, Germany, Uruguay, France, Italy, 
California,Columbia but also discussed the role 
New Zealand plays.  

But what makes this book so outstanding is the 
people she met, corresponded with and 
researched and her descriptions of all the places 
the people and their culture, who ate, cultivated 
and loved feĳoas 

As she did. For her it was a wonderful adventure, 
toldwith zest, and a loving belief in feĳoas 

And the people who like them as much as she 
does. An unusual and fabulous read. 

The Penguin Lessons, Tom Michell (Penguin, 
2016) is the true story of the author’s time he 
spent teaching at a prestigious boarding school on 
Argentina in the 1970’s. Tom Michell was in his 
20’s and this was the equivalent of his OE 
(overseas experience). On holiday in Uruguay 
before he starts work, he rescues a penguin from 
an oil slick on the coast. He cleans the penguin 
but when he tries to return it to the ocean, it 
refuses to go and starts following him around. A 
hilarious account of smuggling Juan Salvador 
(now the penguin’s name) into Argentina and then 
into the school ensues. But then there is  a moving 
account of the relationships formed with students 
and staff, Juan Salvador is almost like a mascot 
for the school. The story is set against the 
backdrop of the civil unrest and military 
dictatorship in Argentina at the time. “If there ever 
was a feel-good book, The Penguin Lessons is it. 
It goes to show that, occasionally, we all need a 
penguin in our lives.” (karinamagadalena.com). I 
read this story after seeing the 2025 movie of the 
same name (available on Apple TV and Prime 
Video) starring Steve Coogan and ‘actor’ penguins 
Richard and Baba! The plot details vary from the 
book but the overall nature of the story is similar.  I 
did prefer the book as that is written by Tom 
Michell himself. 

Such A Perfect Family, Nalini Singh (Berkley, 
2026):  I am going to use the cover blurb to give 
you an idea of what this novel is about. "A man 
with a deadly past marries into the perfect, 
respectable family in this riveting thriller from New 
York Times bestselling author Nalini Singh...Love 
at first sight, a whirlwind Vegas wedding, a fairy-
tale romance. For forty-three days, Tavish Advani 
has been the happiest man in the world - until his 
new life turns to ash, his wealthy in-laws' house 
going up in a fiery explosion. His badly injured wife 
lies in a coma, her family all but annihilated.  

Continued   -----) 
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YOUR TICKET FOR  LOW-COST, BUT EFFECTIVE ADVERTISING! 

Your Company, big or small, could be advertised in ‘The Roundabout’.  
For as little as $24 A month we will carry your message into 1900 households  

between Titirangi and Whatipu.

See page 4 for details or contact our advertising manager at 

advs@theroundabout.org.nz

Book Reviews continued

Tavish thought he left the sins of his Los Angeles 
behind, but it's not so easy to leave behind an 
investigation into the deaths of several high-
profile women - all of whom he professed to love. 
Tragedy and death follow him no matter where 
he goes... but this time, he knows he's innocent. 
Desperately trying to clear his name as the 
authorities zero in, he begins his own 
investigation into the fire - and learns that his 
wife's picture-perfect family may have been 
nothing but a meticulously constructed mirage. 
the truth is much darker than anything Tavish 
could've imagined…” 

This is a full-on novel which at times becomes 
almost overwhelming in plot and style. It can fit 
into two categories – romance and crime/thriller 
– the crime part becomes the predominant 
feature as the plot develops. Nalini Singh is an 
internationally best-selling New Zealand author 
who has written many books described as 
paranormal romances as well as several stand-
alone novels of which this is one. She has been 
described as "the most famous author that New 
Zealanders had never heard of." 
For that reason, I wanted to try one of her books. 
This book might be enough for me but there is no 
doubt this is a fast-moving story that 
encompasses Rotorua, Fiji and Los Angeles and 
has many disruptive twists.  

Book Chats are currently held at the Titirangi RSA ‘museum room’ on the first 
Saturday and Tuesday of the month: 
Saturday 4 July 2.15 – 3.45pm and Tuesday 7 July 2.15 – 3.45pm 
We are still running our preschool Rhymetime sessions on Wednesdays 9:30 – 
10:00am at Titirangi Community House (during term time).  All welcome. 
While we’re closed, check out Glen Eden’s offerings for the school holidays on 
their Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/titirangilibrary/ 
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Laingholm Playcentre 
027 880 5385 |  Open days and times | Monday     9.30am-1.00pm~ 

69 Victory Road, Laingholm
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YOU
A HANDYMAN,  CRAFTSMAN,  DESIGNER?  or  CREATIVE GENIUS! 

               What would you like so your home, office or kitchen looks great ?             

               Who can you contact that will transform your ideas into reality ? 

               When do you have the time to start or finish those dream projects ? 

               How to solve those DIY problems when your skills have run out ? 

Thirty years of experience designing and making bespoke furniture, antique restoration,   
 furniture repurposing and joinery. When you want work produced to the highest quality,   
 exquisite workmanship  and creative flair call:  

          EDWARD PRINCE   021 026 09370 

bespokefurniture@proton.me 

www.edwardprince.co.nz 
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HomeMade at Work 

A large team often meet at the Laingholm 
Baptist Church to cook a large batch of 

frozen meals for the community. This is a 
vital ministry of the 

church to the 
surrounding areas, 

usually on a as need is 
known about basis but 
at this time of stress 
for all of us, if you let 

Lorraine know on   027 
779 6077 that you 

have a need, she will 
meet you at the 

Church to select your 
requirement.  Selection 

of both meat and 
vegetarian. 

WE NEED YOUR CANS 
Your aluminium cans are 
useful to us 
Please  put them in the bin beside t 
Laingholm Fire Station. 
The cans are recycled and the 
money raised helps to fund the 
Laingholm Fire Brigade’s 
Medical First Response  Work.

COM M UNITY NOTICE BOARD 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies,Mens, Mending, Repairs, 

40 years experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette  0210304450
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