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What have our schools been doing? 

Woodlands Park  see p 24 & 25 

Steiner see p 44 & 45 

Laingholm see p 52 & 53 

Laingholm Kindy  see p 36 

To see what our  
Volunteers have  

had to do this  
Month  

Check out pages 
14, 15 & 30, 31. 

What was busing around in the past? 

Check out page  20 

And needs in the future? 
See page 22 for possibiliƟes to prepare for. 

Who’s story have we found in  
Huia? 

Find out on page  46, and  
50,51 

Book Reviews 
Page 42 

-------------------------------- 
Whats cooking for  

September? 
See page 26 

Titirangi  

Library 

Programmes In other 

areas due to building 

work. 

Page 28 

Who’s horsing around in our 
Community?  

To find out more      See page 32 
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LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING
Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous articles or those with just pseudonyms 
will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be reproduced 
provided that the source is acknowledged and the author’s 
permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS
The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout or their helpers, 
or the committees that they represent. Whilst every endeavour 
is made to print the truth, the Management Committee for the 
Roundabout can accept no responsibility for any printed article 
or advertisement printed herein. The responsibility for each 
article or advertisement remains with the group, or person, or 
persons who submitted them for publication. 

As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the right to 
edit where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you, the 
contributor, from any action that could be taken, and to keep 
the tone of our publication high. Editing is done by the 

Roundabout production team. All political adverts will 
be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. Advertisers 
should be aware that the liability of the Roundabout 
Management Committee for any errors ofomission or 
commission is limited to the refund of any money which 
the advertiser may have paid for the appearance of the 
offending advertisement in any issue of the 
Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES
We prefer to have artwork and articඇes submitted 
eඇectronicaඇඇy wherever possibඇe.  

"The onඇine emaiඇ address for "Editoriaඇ" is 
theroundabout.editoriaඇ@gmaiඇ.com and for 
"Advertising"  is  advs@theroundabout.org.nz

ආncඇuding the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject ඇine 
ensures that your materiaඇ goes into the current copy 
foඇder and avoids accidentaඇ ඇoss. ආt aඇso heඇps us if 
you provide contact detaiඇs for invoicing and to heඇp 
sort out any probඇems that may arise. Common formats 
incඇuding *.docx, *.pdf , *.jpg and *.png fiඇes are 
preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of 
charge by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, 
Parau, Cornwallis and Huia areas. We are happy to 
mail copies outside the free delivery area at a cost of 
$60 for ten issues (March to December). However, the 
latest issues can be found at our web-page: 
theroundabout.org.nz

Chairman: Graeme Booth              817-4658 
Treasurer: Doreen Sunman  Secretary: Frances Rodden    
Accounts: Gina Towl                     Printer: Neil Thomas 
Advertising: Keith Towl               Production: Kevin Gill 
Circulation & Deliveries:   Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995 
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Laingholm Playcentre 
027 880 5385 |  Open days and times | Monday     9.30am-1.00pm~ 

69 Victory Road, Laingholm
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EMERGENCY SOS  

As we move out of the winter season, we will see a 
significant amount of foot traffic in the Waitakere 
Ranges taking advantage of the beautiful Hillary Trail.  

Many of the tracks have had significant improvements 
completed by Auckland Council. However, over the 
last few years, we have also seen an increase in the 
amount of people getting injured requiring emergency 
support.  

Whilst there has been upgrades to cell phone 
coverage in the area, there are many places that 
remain black-out areas for cell phone coverage.  

One of the key messages we want to share is the 
ability for many new smartphones to provide an 
Emergency SOS using satellite technology.  

In an emergency, your phone may have the ability to 
send your location to emergency services or to a 
person in your contacts.  

The information you can send can include your 
coordinates and a brief description of your 
emergency. This can be critical in providing emergency services with the right information to 
respond to you in the quickest way possible.  

Our brigade also recently purchased a rescue mule 
which is a significant asset to our brigade and region.  

This allows our crews to safely carry injured persons 
out to a waiting ambulance or helicopter. 

We want to thank The Trusts for providing a grant to 
purchase this life saving asset. Within 48 hours of 
operationalising the asset it was deployed in an 

emergency.
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SENIOR FIREFIGHTER TRAINING 

We currently have two Qualified Fire Fighters enrolled in the Senior Fire Fighter program. QFF Dan 

and QFF Ross have become the focus of our current training program which looks to have them lead 

a crew in certain events.  

This also allows our brigade to go right back to basics in our training program. The core skills always 

warrant a refresher, and this is a fantastic time to refresh on the basic skills of firefighting.  

QFF Dan will be taking part in the Senior Fire Fighting course in early 2026. 

We also have QFF Paul enrolled in the Emergency Response Driver course in October 2025.  

Paul will be taking part in a four-day course based at the Te Hiku Training Centre in Mt Wellington.  

The course allows Paul to respond in emergency situations under lights and sirens.  

Having recently passed his Pump Operator course, this gives our brigade better coverage in 

responding to emergency situations.  

The brigade is also in the process of having SFF 

Glen and SFF Neil begin the Station Officers training 

program. This development opportunity allows Glen 

and Neil to further develop their leadership skills and 

making good decisions on the fire ground.  

We look forward to seeing our crew members 

develop on the coming year.  

Nga Mihi
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Gidday fishos, how goes it out there on the murky and beyond. Despite the long periods 

of calm weather we've had I haven't had many fishing reports apart from the neighbour 

who goes over the bar when he can. A couple of weeks ago they went out, 5 POB, and 

cleaned up, getting their quota of snapper, plus gurnard and being plagued by kahawai, 

he said. Last week they went out, 5 POB, tried at all depths and got only five snapper 

between them with not a sign of a kahawai. The fishing gods certainly know how to 

frustrate and torment a fisho. Netting for mullet has been poor according to a commercial 

fisho I see occasionally yet August has always been a good month for mullet. I haven't 

seen a single one jump for ages. Strange goings on what with the weather and global 

unrest. A mate of mine who's religious reckons God is angry with us so it's a bit reassuring 

to have someone to blame it on. 

Was reminiscing about old fishing mates and recalled one old fella who I will call Len. He 

was a helluva nice guy but a 100% liability on a boat. He had a neurological problem that 

caused him to fall over if he wasn't holding on to something, plus his hands shook badly. 

Getting him in and out of the boat was an acrobatic feat. Once in he would insist on 

getting up to get to the bait board on the back of the boat, then he would     topple over 

and more than once I had to drag him back from going over the side into a watery grave. 

He caused all sorts of problems with his stumpy rod, trying to cast it away from the boat 

but his shaky hands meant his line hardly ever got over the side and he'd end up hooking 

into things, including me! When he did manage to catch a fish I'd have a helluva job trying 

to get hold of it because he had no control of the flailing. He just loved fishing and I 

dreaded him ringing and asking are we fishing this week? In the end I resorted to deceit 

and told him we were selling the boat. “I can't believe it,” he said, asking why. I crossed 

my fingers and lied, saying we need the money. But boy did my conscience suffer! Sadly a 

few weeks later he fell down, got a bad head injury, and died. I only hope he's not up 

there looking down on me! 

Ok, must be joke time. 

Quote: I'd really laugh if the world ends before we manage to destroy it. 

The roof over our bed leaked when it rained so I asked hubby to do something about it. 

He bought me some waterproof  

pyjamas. 

And to finish: News isn't news any more, it's hour to hour warnings. 

Ok fishos, make the most of life before that big foot comes down out of the sky and 

stamps on us all. 

Cheers (or should I say commiserations) Winnie
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Coffee and Company
Tuesdays during term time  

At 9:30 AM to 12;00 
At Laingholm Baptist Church 

All ages welcome to join us. 
Mums with babies to Retired 

Drop by and join us
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The Forgotten Suburb 
Fifty years ago, cars were very expensive.  With no vehicle manufacturing in New 

Zealand, they had to be imported.  Some were brought in in bits and  assembled here 

– but they were still expensive.   

So, the one car household was the norm,  and that car would be used by the “bread-

winner” – usually the man-of-the-house – to get to and from work.   

The Laingholm school children were taken to school by bus – even the primary 

school pupils.  With no power steering or power assisted brakes, the skilled drivers 

managed to negotiate the twists and turns of Laingholm Drive and then could be 

heard across the valley as they chugged up Victory Road (the only sealed road at 

that time).  After school, the children were taken home again on the regular bus from 

New Lynn.  Each child had a “concession” ticket for ten trips, and the driver would clip 

this ticket as they boarded the bus.  Intermediate and high school children, then as 

now, had a free ride. 

As well as the school buses, there was another much appreciated service.  The 

Titirangi businessmen (does that mean that no women ran businesses in the 1970s?) 

sponsored a shoppers’ bus.  The bus left Titirangi at 9.50am, travelled down Huia Rd 

to Laingholm Drive, on to the Post Office (today’s takeaways), up Victory Road and 

through Woodlands Park and Waima to Titirangi.  (Note: There was a similar service 

for French Bay and South Titirangi).  It left for the return trip at 11.30.  Plenty of time 

to do shopping and have a coffee! 

Today, the last bus into Laingholm leaves New Lynn at 7.25 in the evening, Monday 

to Friday and 5.55 pm on Saturday and Sunday.  Back in the ’70s, there was a bus 

on Friday evening that left Auckland just after 9 pm.  Those were the days of “late-

night shopping” – and shops closed for the weekend.  This late bus brought the shop-

workers, and the late-night shoppers, home to Laingholm.    

The buses were similar to the ones in the picture.  These are 1950s Bedford buses, 

probably once owned by New Zealand 

Road Services.  But some of the buses 

may have been even older than these!  

Bus drivers today have it so easy 

compared with drivers  of the 1970s!

Laingholm Local 
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09-818 3012

Riddle: 
Q:  What gets wetter and wetter the more it dries? 
A: A Towel!
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Laingholm Fishing Club. 
Welcome to our monthly newsletter.  

Now that the days are getting longer and spring is on the way, it's time to start 
thinking about getting back out on the water and maybe even doing a spot of 
fishing.  

Generally, we hold our fishing competitions on long weekends but if you catch a 
fish or two and want them weighed then you can pop down to the Club on 
weekends to do this providing you are a member.  Our board has lots of spaces 
on them and it would be great to see new names of fisher folk including children 
as well as the fish caught.   

We hope in the near future to arrange a Coastguard visit to talk about water 
safety.  

Our membership continues to grow and it's exciting to see new faces every 
Friday and Sunday enjoying the vibe of the Club.  

We are planning to continue with providing regular meals on Fridays and once it 
is warmer we may have regular BBQS.  

Pool Competitions are a regular calendar event and with the addition of another 
Dart board we are looking at introducing regular Dart Competitions. 

Plans are currently in the pipeline 
for "Jag the Joker" prize draws, 
more details will be available when 
this is ready to be rolled out.  

If you are at a loose end on a 
Tuesday morning from 10.00am to 
12noon then join us, to have a go at 
Artwork with Beryl Sweeting-Shaw.  

Once again, a warm welcome to our 
new members and if you are curious 
about the Club, why don't you pop in 
to have a look.  It is a great way to 
meet new people and the visitor's 
fee is inexpensive as is the 
membership fee once you join.

Andrea  

Fridays 5:30 – 11pm 
Sunday 4- 8:00pm 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Beach. 
Find us on Facebook for event and dinner details. 

New faces always welcome,  
come down and try us out͑͑ Visitor fee $3.00 

Single membership - $40 initial then $30 per year- Family membership $50 per year 
Any questions please contact the Secretary lfcsecretary@hotmail.co.nz
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Why WeShould Eat Healthier

Hi, my name is Ethan, andtoday, I will be telling you about why we, asten-year-olds, should be eaƟng healthy food. For
our bodiesarelike machines;they needgoodfuel to work properly, andthat fuel ishealthy food. Healthy food contains 
vitamins andmineralsthat weneedto comestrong, fit, andsmart. EaƟnghealthy food takesalot of hardwork, and
someƟmesit meanseaƟng things that wedon't like. 

So let's have a look at what a healthy ten-year-old child should be eaƟng. Every day, a ten-year-old should consume
2 servings of fruit, 5 servings of veggies, 2-3 servings of dairy, 4-5 servings of cereals and grains, and 3 servings of lean 
meat, eggs, nuts, or seeds. When we don't eat healthy food, we have no energy, we can't concentrate, andwe don't
grow aswell aswe should. 

Foodslike McDonald's, Subway, and Chinesetakeawaysmight seemhealthy, but they arepackedwith processed foods and
bad fats, and sugars.Thesetypes of food canlead to cancers,diabetes, andobesity if we aren't careful. 

We all want our bodiesto work asthey aremeant to, and this meansdoing everything in our power to eat good quality 
foodsthat fill usup,keepusfull, growing, andhealthy. Solet's think about what weput in our mouths and lunchboxes
everyday, so that wecanbecomehealthy kidswith great minds.Thankyoufor listening to myspeech.  

By Ethan,Y5, R14  

Girl Guides

Haveyou ever wondered about a place where you can adventure? Well did you know I go there every Thursday night?
Its calledgirl guides! It's for girls that like to explorein the wild andI'm hereto tell you why youshould join!                     
Firstyoucanlearnhow to beconfident. Therearearound 50 guides in myunit, it's very loud. Another wayto build 
confidenceisby aƩending camps.Also if you are12and ahalf, you get to run acampcalled"guides take charge." 

Alsodid youknow that Taylor SwiŌ was aGirl GuideandQueen Elizabeththe 2ndwas one too! Second,you cango to
camps every term. Therearefun gamesand acƟviƟes! Also, another good thing is you can makenewfriends andlearnnew
things! Likeat camps you will beoneof the oldest girlsbecause there are7and 8yearoldstoo. You also get badges if yougo
to campat the endof term. 

Third it will help makenewfriends, like youwork in different groups every term. Alsoyou canmeet newpeopleat every
campterm too. Another thing isthere isadisco everyyearwith 5to 16yearold girls. Also you canrun anight at Pippins
who arethe smallestgroup. Theyare5to 6 yearold girls. 

By Isla Appleby, Y5,R14 

Why rugby isacool sport

You canget inspired. Well I got inspired by my brother and his friends. You canget rewards. Getinspired:I do not think my 
brother iscool but I do think heisgood at rugby. Herunsfast, hepicksup the ball
alot, andhecarriesthe ball. Whenhe'snot, hemakestacklesandhe'sat goodat 
tackling. HehasaposiƟve aƫtude sohisteam canwin. 

You canget rewards and incenƟves:You can get lots of lollies and chocolate.
You can get player of the day, a cerƟficate and a trophy with a whole
chocolate bar from the other team and lollies and more lollies. And a lot of 
lollies. Andthe whole bagof lollies! 

Socialmakenewfriends:Whenyou start youmeet your team andyour teamhas
either boysor girls or both or justgirls/boys and you can meet them and you should talk to them. Maybe you could 
become friends and play andmeet their friends andtheir family and then they canmeet your family and friends and
cousinsandeveryonethat youknow andthat they know andyoubecomebest friends for everandever- the end. 

In conclusion,I really hopeyou like my speech about why rugby is acool sport andwhy you shouldtry it out and havefun! 

By Madison Pyne, Y5, R14
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VEGETABLE RECIPES WITH A  DIFFERENCE

by 

ADRIENNE PEEK

CREAMY KUMARA PASTA

350 Grams Spagheƫ Noodles 

Cooked Kumara, Broccoli, Cauliflower or any vegetables you 

want to use up 

1 Can Evaporated Milk   

2 Teaspoons Wholegrain Mustard 

3 Teaspoons Cornflour 

¾ Cup Grated Cheese 

Salt and Pepper to Taste 

Cook the noodles and keep hot. Toss the previously cooked vegetables in a bowl to combine. Mix all of the other 

ingredients together, heat and cook for 1 minute. To plate up, place the noodles on plates, followed by the veg-

etables and then the sauce. If you want you can sprinkle with more cheese and chopped spring onions. 

SWEET AND SOUR YAMS

500 Grams chopped and cooked yams 

2 Tablespoons BuƩer or Margarine   

2 Tablespoons Honey 

1 Teaspoon Chopped Ginger (fresh or from a jar, or use powdered) 

1 Tablespoon Vinegar 

Melt the buƩer and sauté the yams. Add the honey and ginger and 

cook for 2 minutes. Add the vinegar and cook another 2 minutes and they are ready to eat.  

LEMON POTATOES

4 Large washed potatoes (Chopped) boiled for 8-10 minutes   

¼ Cup Lemon Juice 

3 Tablespoons BuƩer or Margarine  

1 Teaspoon Curry Powder 

Ground Black Pepper 

Place potatoes in a lined baking dish. Microwave buƩer, lemon juice and 

curry powder unƟl buƩer is melted. Pour over potatoes to coat and 

bake for 20-30 minutes at 180 degrees fan bake, turning a couple of 

Ɵmes. Sprinkle with black pepper and serve.  
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Titirangi Library events for September 2025

Tuesday 9th September 9 – 11am: Staying Safe: A refresher course for older drivers.  With 

the generous support of New Zealand Transport Agency (Waka Kotahi) and Age Concern, The 

Titirangi Community House is offering an opportunity for people to be confident that their 

knowledge of traffic rules and safe driving practices is up-to-date and for those over 74 to get the 

latest information on licence renewal.   Bookings required phone 098177448 or email 

admin@titirangihouse.co.nz  In collaboration with Titirangi Library. 

Thursday 11th September 1.30 – 3.30pm:  Create a memoir your own way.  Join us at Titirangi 

Community House for a brainstorming session where we explore creative ways to fashion a 

memoir through art, crafting, recipes etc.  Free but bookings required for seating, visit:  

events.humanitix.com and search ‘memoir’. 

Tuesday 23rd September 2-4pm: Titirangi Theatre movie screening ‘Uproar’.  Join us for this 

free Heritage Festival screening of a fun-filled outstanding NZ movie.  An inspiring coming-of-

age story about 17-year-old Josh Waaka, who dreams of becoming an actor but feels out of 

place at his rugby-obsessed school in 1981 New Zealand.  Along the way, he learns the 

importance of following your heart, standing up for yourself, and finding where you truly belong. 

PG 13+ 

School holiday events for the kids/teens:

Friday 26th September 10.30-11.30am: Bead Weaving Workshop at Glen Eden Library.  Try a 

different type of weaving with beads and yarn! Make a gorgeous piece of artwork that you can 

wear or make a cute gecko out of beads.   

Tuesday 30th September 10am-12pm: Drop-in Wonky Soft Toy Workshop.   Join us for a 

morning of creativity and turn scraps of fabric into one-of-a-kind wonky soft toys! Use simple 

sewing techniques, craft materials and your imagination to bring your unique soft toy to life.  

Directed for school-aged children, but younger children are welcome to join with parental 

assistance. This event will take place in the lobby of the Titirangi Theatre, in the basement of 

Lopdell Precinct. 

Wednesday 1st October2pm-3.30pm Teen Painting Workshop at Glen Eden Library.  Come 

along for a beginner-friendly painting session just for teens. Our tutor will guide you step-by-step 

through creating your own artwork, so no experience is needed! This workshop is a great way to 

give painting a go or build on your artistic skills.  Suitable for ages 12+   

Booking required: https://events.humanitix.com/teen-painting-workshop-sywxzlxx  Registration 

for this event will launch on Monday 15 September. 
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We have so many amazing club members at Huia Road Horse Club, who look after Paddy and Merlin and are 
involved in helping HRHC run during our monthly pony rides. As a way to say thank you for all their hard 
work, members who complete a certain amount of pony care days, pony rides, or working bees get a one-on-
one experience with one of the grazer’s horses. During this time they might get to learn more about grooming 
and tacking up, feeding, hoof care, and will definitely get a ride if they want to! 

In the weekend, our long-term and awesome members Cara and Hannah 
had a day with Beau and Tink. Cara is a fantastic pony carer, who comes 
twice a week. The ponies are always happy to see her, and she is wonderful 
at working with Merlin, our trickier little guy. Hannah helps out three times 
a week. She’s quickly become a super valuable member of the pony team.  

Cara was awesome on Beau. She, being a more experienced rider, had an 
impressive ride, complete with trotting and even cantering.  

Cara has had a chance to ride on most of the horses at the club now. As 
horse owners, it is so much fun to see how well she is progressing. 

Hannah on Tink was equally as impressive. While Tink is 
not quite up to major rides at the moment, she could 
offer Hannah a bareback ride. Hannah did great, and her 
and Tink did weaving through cones, steering through 
obstacles, and going over the seesaw. There was even 
some bareback trotting, which was very cool as it is 
quite a different experience from trotting with a saddle.  

Both Cara and Hannah did very well with the horses, and 
everybody had fun (horses included!). It is great to deal 
with many different horses, as they all have something 
unique to offer.  

We would like to advise that our AGM will be held onsite on Saturday 
the 13th of September at 2pm. In the event of rain, we will meet at the 
Barfoot & Thompson offices, 406 Titirangi Road. Please check our 
Facebook page on the day for confirmation of location. All are welcome. 

Our Community Pony Rides run most first Sundays of the month, from 
3-4pm, but check our Facebook page for any changes. We are always 
open to new members. There are plenty of opportunities to involved as 
much as you would like and in plenty of different ways. For any further 
enquiries, see our Facebook page and feel free to contact the secretary.
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Special Species Spotlight 

Friends of Whatipu and the beautiful Tara 

Friends of Whatipu are a group working to protect our stunning west-Auckland beach and have been 
working to develop the Campground Green Shed as an educational facility for use by people coming to 
explore the scientific reserve and surrounding environment.  

The facilities being developed make it a great base for talks by interesting people like ornithologists, 
geologists and historians and it is used as a base for search and rescue operations and as a base for trapping 
operations, beach cleans, and bird monitoring exercises. It is also the base for the wonderful Auckland 
Council rangers who supply native plants and help us on our planting and weeding days. Our weeding days 
are focussed on noxious invasive weeds like the woolly nightshade that is so pervasive in Auckland and so 
debilitating for respiratory health - especially for children and babies.  

The Green Shed is the base for people doing bird counting and other work in the Whatipu Scientific Reserve. 
Whatipu is a very special place and home to many endangered bird species including the incredible hunter, 
the Tara or white fronted tern. 

Nature has fitted out the Tara with a special forked tail that enables it to manoeuvre with incredible agility in 
the air as it hunts down shoaling fish at sea or in the sheltered lagoon in Whatipu scientific reserve. They 
were first recorded in the 1960s, although they will have been there much earlier, breeding at Whatipu as a 
colony in spring laying their eggs within a few days on a rock adjoining Te Toka Tapu a Kupe (Ninepin Rock).  

When they are about 2 years old they begin courtship, where the male offers the female a fish mid-flight and 
if the female dives and catches the fish, they mate for life͑ When the colonies go to other places, Tara lay 
their egg, usually one, all around New Zealand's coast and up rivers but they are seldom found far from the 
coast.  

Like us, they have relatives in Australia who live on Flinders and Cape Barren Islands in Tasmania Australia. 
And again, like us they go to Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria during winter to catch a bit of 
warmth and sunshine. 

Although they are surprisingly long-lived for a bird at around 18 years, our Tara are endangered as cats, 
ferrets, stoats and rats eat their eggs and chicks. And the adults are seriously put off mating when they are 
stressed (who wouldn't be͑) by being chased for fun by dogs and people who think drones are harmless - 
they are NOT. 

 On Saturday 6th September a beautiful 
painting of a Tara by Celeste Stewe will be 
unveiled at the Green Shed to Friends of 
Whatipu as part of the Pest Free Waitakere 
Ranges Alliance Special Species Spotlight 
campaign, at an event in The Green Shed at 
Whatipu. Come along at 2.30pm if you 
would like to hear about our Tara from 
expert Darryl Jeffries, and see if your 
community group would like to use The 
Green Shed for your next educational 
opportunity. 

Sandra Gorter 
Friends of Whatipu 
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Spring has arrived after a very wet winter but it still feels very cold for this 
wimp and I am finding it very hard to motivate myself to do those early 
spring chores.  
Top of my list is digging in the wintering over plants, followed by preparing 
the soil for the next crops. With the clay soil in this area, I try to dig in 
some gypsum along with worm wee, seaweed, compost and a generic 
fertiliser.  
Weeds need to be pulled along with any winter failures.  
Slugs and snails love this time of year so if you've still got some winter 
staples such as broccoli, cauliflower and brussel sprouts you will need to 
deal to them by either the search and squash method or using bait. I've 
had success this year with broccoli and my other brassicas are finally 
starting to heart up so they'll be 
taking up space I want for other 
crops.  
Beans, peppers, sweet corn and 
beetroot can be sown or planted  
now and your seed potatoes should 
be sprouting nicely ready for 
planting in deep, well composted 
soil.  
Crops that prefer it to be a bit 
warmer such as capsicum, chilli and 
tomatoes and basil can be started 
off indoors.  
Watch for brown rot in fruit trees 
which can be treated with a 
fungicide. Most flower seeds can  
now be sown and September is a 
good time to spruce up the lawn. 

Happy spring gardening͑                                             
 Lady Greenfingers 
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This month has been surprisingly 
dry, allowing us to prepare for 
spring. Luckily,the sun has shone 
often, particularly when our 
friends from OakTEC arrive. This 
is a blessing as we haven't 
managed to build a human sized 
shelter yet. If there is anyone 
with building knowhow, spare 
time and is willing to guide us 
with this project we'd be 
enormously grateful. We have 
volunteer labourers, some 
materials and enough money for 
the roof. thanks to Barfoot and 
Thompson. If you can assist in 
any way with materials or 
experience please contact Louise 
0274991732 

Workers from the 
Corrections 

Department built a 
small shed from pallets 

to tuck some of our 
equipment away in and 

have been de-nailing 
timber to build raised 
beds with. They enjoy 

helping and learning in 
the garden. 

The Pukekos are growing in number ,confidence and size.  They are everywhere. 
sadly, this means we see very few families of ducklings anymore.   

Last week we enjoyed Toby Morris' delightful new Children's book Pukeko Who-
keko while we gardened. It gave us lots of laughs while the birds all screeched 
around the place. 

The fruit trees 
Ecomatters has 
supported us to buy are 
nearly all in the ground.  
We had a lovely 
morning planting them 
with children from 
Laingholm Kindy and 
OakTEC learners.. 

The little orange elephant shaped watering cans are popular. 
Other families have been participating with this project on other 

days and at weekends. 

We have planted locally sourced Kowhai and Titoki trees from a 
Woodlands Park home nursery. This is an exciting new 
collaboration. 

Silver beet and Parsley are still our main winter crop. The good 
leaves being shared with humans and the less pretty ones 
feeding local chickens and guinea pigs. 

Our public social gardening time is 10am each Thursday, Please 
join us.

Goodness Gardens . 
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Book Reviews 
G E O R G E WAD S W O RT H  &  I AN  J O HN S ON 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow by 
Gabrielle Zevin

This is an intense read but well worth it.It is a story of 
friendship, romance,love betrayal and gaming. 

Sam sees Sadie when getting off a train and they renew 
acquaintances and we read of how, years before they 
had first met. They were both interested in gaming. 
Sadie asks Sam if he is still interested in gaming and 
gives him a copy of a game she has invented. He and 
his roommate Marx watch it. The three of them combine 
to invent games and market them and they do very 
well. We learn how hard it is to actually make a 
successful game. As they work together their frailties 
and ambitions are revealed. Sadie meets Dov and has 
an affair with him and she gets the engine needed to 
power what became a successful game. Despite 
promises he never divorces his wife and eventually she 
leaves him. Sadie thinks Sam is taking advantage of 
her gaming expertise. Later Sadie and Marx marry and 
have a daughter but tragedy strikes. Sadie wonders if 
she has been wrong about Sam. Underlying all this is 
that we live in an imperfect world and we need to be 
loved and connected to each other.  

This novel was No. 45 in Whitcoull’s 100 best books of 
the year. 

Swirly World Lost at Sea by Andrew Fagan 

Wow what an adventure! What an epic undertaking to 
sail his 5.18 m (16.99 ft) yacht non-stop around the 
world via the Great Southern Capes a total of 28000 
kms, estimated to take 14 months. 

He writes entertainingly and frankly about getting his 
boat prepared, the food he needed, his brush with 
bureaucracies, and how he mentally coped with the 
strains of storms, huge seas, too much wind and not 
enough wind . Then how he coped with disaster and got 
back to New Zealand after 6300kms sailing. 

As well, we become acquainted with the trimaran 
Physalia (10.9m) which had not been unmoved on its 
mooring in Little Shoal Bay for 10 years, until one day it 
mysteriously disappeared, 

Then to earn money for his trip he gets a job on the 
cargo vessel Claymore 11 trading between New 
Zealand and Mangareva and Pitcairn Islands. 

But it is his memoir of the event, how it affected him and 
the detail of the conditions he endured that make this 
book xtraordinary. 

There are quite a few books around about the tragedy and 
genocide in Gaza. I mention two in this review. The first is The 
Killing of Gaza: Reports on a Catastrophe, Gideon Levy 
(Verso, 2024). The author is an Israeli journalist who has 
covered the conflict in the Middle East for over 40 years. 
While the 7 October 2023 massacre by Hamas is a starting 
point for this book, he covers the modern history of the Gaza 
conflict by reprinting some of his newspaper columns from 
mid-2014 to mid-2024. Through these columns, he pivots 
between what is happening now giving a modern historical 
context to how the present crisis has built up over the 
decades. The brutality of the Hamas attack horrified him but 
he writes “I cannot help but feel a profound shame over what 
my country is doing to Gaza.” The author reports from Israel 
(journalists are not allowed to enter Gaza) but has numerous 
individual contacts with those in Gaza and first-hand personal 
stories from those affected by the conflict from his extensive 
network. He recalls the 1948 violence against and the 
displacement of 750,000 Palestinians from their homes and 
land (called the Nakba); the military occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza in the 1967 Six Day War; and the restrictions 
imposed by the Israeli government on the Gaza from 2007. As 
can be expected, there is strong criticism of his work 
particularly from those in Israel as he continues to report on 
what is going on. 

The second book is Being Jewish After the Destruction of 
Gaza, Peter Beinart (Alfred A. Knopf, 2025). The author 
who is an Israeli American-based academic and journalist. He 
takes a longer historical view and analysis, drawing on his 
expertise in Judaism and Israeli and Palestinian history going 
back to biblical times. He deals with Israeli and US politics in 
relation to Gaza, the immense suffering and very importantly, 
the confusion and distortion of any criticism of Israel as being 
antisemitism. He highlights the selective use and misuse of 
history and biblical texts particularly by the American Jewish 
community of which he is a member. Both books delve deeper 
than most reporting in the media and are written in an easy- 
to-read style. 

The South, Tash Aw (4th Estate, 2025) is a tantalizing story 
of a smouldering relationship between two boys/young men 
over one summer with a background of disintegrating families. 
It takes place in rural south Malaysia where Jay, his parents 
and two sisters are spending their summer break on a small 
farm that has been in the family for several generations. The 
farm is falling apart, maybe symbolic of the family 
relationships. The farm is managed by Jay’s father’s half-
brother who is the sole and lonely parent of Chuan. Amidst 
this, Jay and the more worldly Chuan are drawn to each other. 
Jay is introduced to physical work helping Chuan on the farm, 
and being part of Chuan’s busy social life. Jay can imagine a 
future being part of Chuan’s life but that dream is about to be 
shattered…. The South is an elegantly written novel where life 
appears static but in fact a lot is going on. Try it.
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Why not visit your local museum, come and browse a wide range 
of interesting local artifacts. 1251 Huia Road, Huia. 

Admission: $5 children 12 and under: free 

Open Saturday and Sunday 1.30 – 4.30 pm (until 4.00pm winter ) 

Enquiries and group bookings: info@huiamuseum.org.nz 
Ph: 8118971 

Huia’s first European settler

On 7th January 1860 an article by “Viator” was published in the New Zealand Herald. He had 

been on his way to Whatipu when he met a “strange character” by the name of John Wade. 

“He appeared more Maori than Pakeha,” wrote Viator, “surrounded, as he was, by his Maori 

wife and many half-caste children.” 

John, an Englishman, married Charlotte (Harata), the daughter, and only survivor of the 11 

children, of Wetere Te Kauae, a chief from the Awhitu peninsula.  In the late 1830s, Wetere 

sold 1,000 acres of land near Waiuku to John who found it was insufficient to support his 

growing family.  So he exchanged that block for land at what we now call Little Huia.  John 

had been a mill worker at Parau and, possibly, also Laingholm, so was able to work the kauri 

on his new block of land to supplement his income as a farmer.  He appears in the electoral 

roll of 1855.  He had 6 children – Eliza, John, Laura, Thomas, William and Henry.  The Maori 

called him Hake-a-Marama.   

In 1853, the government bought the Hikurangi block, which included the land John and his 

family occupied.  John was finally granted title in April 1862, by which time Harata had died, 

and he was about 70 years old.  He sold his land the following month to Samuel Jackson 

who, at the end of 1863, sold it to Thomas, Ebenezer and Robert Pierce Gibbons.  It was 

Robert Pierce Gibbons who sold it to Edward Turner in 1889, and it remains in the Turner 

family to this day.  The Huia Private Reserve was established as a private trust in 1939.  The 

trustees are members of the Turner family, and the aim is to preserve this area of land for 

environmental and sentimental reasons. 

There are many descendants of John and Harata and they now live in Mangere, Manukau 

and Waikato.  But their legacy also lives on in Little Huia.  The Maori name for the conical 

peak at the western end of Huia Bay is “Te kā 

ā Maki” – meaning “The fire of Maki” – but has 

been corrupted to “Te Komoki”.   

Today the peak, which is within the Huia 

Private Reserve, is known as “Jackie’s Peak” – 

Jack being an alternative form of John – and is 

named for John Wade.  The stream flowing 

through Little Huia is the Marama Stream – 

referencing John’s Maori name. 

Jackie’s Peak, Huia Bay 
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We specialise in WIFI 

Do you have WIFI issues ?  General IT problems ? Is your WIFI Secure ? 

Secure WIFI 

Secure Wireless Internet 

Mesh networks so you can securely roam 

CCTV and video storing – remote management by you 

Access Control – door security 

Did we mention security…. configuring your WIFI – it is important 

Northeast can also design and provide integrated calling solutions so you never miss a 

customer communication – no matter the channel they ping you on. 

And yes we can also provide you with Internet & Microsoft 365… 

Contact Peter on 021 565328 or peter@northeast.nz 

Joke: 

Q: What do you call an old Snowman? 

A: Water! 

PS, if you don’t like my jokes , please send us an advert to fill this space. 
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The Hills of Huia 

In the late 1880's as the kauri was finally cut out, Huia settlers turned their attention to farming 

and selling manuka for industry and the fireplaces of Auckland's homes. Foremost was Mr. 

Alfred 'Hookey' Hill who was later to become storekeeper, postmaster and J.P. at Huia. 

The residence of Mr. Hill was where the main road first touches the shores of Huia Bay. His 

property extended over the entire eastern side of the valley and up to the highest ridge. His 

first home and store was a modest one near the present telephone exchange. In 1908 he built 

a grand, stately house nearby, ('Hills House' which still remains), and across the road from the 

house, on the seaward side, he built his 'new' store which operated from about 1915 to 1940. 

Hill's store and Post Office prospered as 

road travel increased and became an 

important place of communication and 

business.  

Our family are now 6th Generation Huian's. 

We all live very close to one another and 

have kept our family history alive by 

reviving the extensive history Alfred and 

Matilda created. We all were born and 

bread in Huia and for me the Huia Store was my first ever job working with Sue and Sovann 

who were the store owners back in 2003 - 2009 They taught me everything from making 

coffees to customer service. They shaped who I am and inspired me to continue working hard 

at such a young age. And just like that 10 years passes - thats when the shop came up for 

sale. as a family were curious as to how his store was fearing after so many years. What we 

found was enough to get us to quit our day jobs and start the process of bringing it back to 

life. The building required extensive work, a complete rewire, new plumbing, a whole new 
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septic system and major upgrades. We felt in our soul that we needed to do all of this so it 

could stand for another 160years, and the state that it was in before we purchased it we 

were surprised it was still able to operate. Now with the store completely signed off to 2025 

standards and Huias history all over the walls we can take a breath.  

6 Years ago we started our mission to bring Alfreds name back into Huias minds, we begun 

selling shirts and jumpers with his name on it with the goal to purchase him a headstone 

which he did not have. We didn't realise doing this we would meet a large number of 

people who were in fact our family (also related Alfred himself). All of us together managed 

to fundraise enough money to get Alfred the headstone he has so long waited for. It was a 

great feeling, we found family and a purpose along the way. From this we were given 

photos, stories and items that Alfred and his family owned. We were told stories of his 6 

sons in the wars, one who was a little naughty and got a write up while serving. And how 

they all lived their lives. Of His 6 daughters who all grew up to have large families of their 

own and hand down what their mother taught them. 

Alfred was a business man and a very social man, he and Matilda created a one stop shop 

for those families in Huia who relied on the store for everything. One of my favorite parts of 

all of this is that the descendants of the Hills, Fletchers, Barrs, Duffs, Hinges, Turners are 

all still here and are all still friends. Alfred was a part of something that has lasted multiple 

lifetimes. Friendships that have span over 160 years and the new generations are 

continuing this. 

We have stories of Huias past residents on our walls and we get many many people 

coming in who have fond memories of growing up in Huia, riding their horses to Alfreds 

shop. and getting their fresh bread for their mums from here back in the 60s (and eating 

the warm crusts before walking home, whoops that got them in a little trouble but was 

apparently worth it). Everyone who speaks of it has a smile on their faces. It makes us very 

very proud to have started the conversation again and to have given Alfred his shop back 

while we have been here. I love talking about our history, our past is ingrained in us and so 

many other people who have had the blessing to call Huia a special place to them. You 

never know who is going to walk in through those doors but you know there will be a story 

following 

Huia is a dream, we love it here and we know everyone else does too. Its in our heart, 

Though we are selling the store so someone else can start their story, we will be staying in 

the area supporting them and cheering them on. There is no other place we would want to 

live. 

 The Roundabout is celebrating 60 years of service to the area this year. Supposedly the oldest 
comunity run by volunteers magazine in NZ, 

We would be interested in any other historical stories of the families this side of Titirangi. See 
page 4 for our contacts. 
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Studentsatም‘TheGreatest LittleSchool inምtheUniverse’ምwill reachtheምstars. 

GoodbyeWinter,HelloSpring! 

As winter draws to a close, we’re excited to welcome the fresh new season of spring. The frosty 
mornings and grey skies of Term Three are slowly giving way to warmer days, blossoming trees, 
and  the promise of new life all around us. Just as nature awakens, so too does our school
community, ready to embrace the energy and opportuniƟes that come with this seasonal change.

This term began with a change in leadership as our principal, Mr Weatherill, embarked on a six-
month sabbatical. In his absence, the school is in the fantasƟc care of Mrs Walsh as principal and Mr
Cox as deputy principal. Another big highlight has been the move for Tātai 13, a Year 4/5 class, and
their teacher, Mrs H, into the newly renovated Old Block. Now known as Tātai 6, the class is
enjoying their spacious, sunny new room—complete with fresh carpet and shiny new toilets (a
feature the students are especially thrilled about!). Leaving behind their Ɵred 1970s classroom, the
excitement has been huge. 

We also recently completed mid-year learning conferences with parents and caregivers. These
meetings were a wonderful opportunity to connect with whānau and celebrate the progress and
successes of our children so far this year. 

One of the real highlights of the term was our lively Book Character Day. Both staff and students
came dressed as much-loved characters from their favourite stories, filling the school with colour,
fun, and imagination. AŌer a buzzing morning assembly, the whole school stepped outside for a
cheerful parade of costumes, where everyone had the chance to admire the creaƟvity on show.
Adding to the excitement was the ScholasƟc Book Fair, which gave children the opportunity to
explore and take home some wonderful new reads. It was a day that truly celebrated the joy of
books and brought our school community together. 

Sport has also been a big part of our winter term, with both boys’ and girls’ basketball teams
compeƟng proudly. The children trained for months under the expert guidance of Coach Heathorn,
and it was fantasƟc to see their skills and teamwork grow each week. Their commitment and effort
really paid off, with huge improvement shown across the teams and plenty of exciƟng moments on
the court. The season was not just about compeƟtion, but also about learning, growing in
confidence, and having fun together. 

As we look ahead to spring, we’re excited about the new life and fresh energy it brings to our
school. The warmer days will see us outdoors more oŌen, and there are plenty of exciƟng events
and opportuniƟes still to come in Term Three. Just like the blossoms beginning to appear, our
students are conƟnuing to grow, thrive, and shine. 
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Students atም‘TheGreatest LittleSchool inምtheUniverse’ምwillreachtheምstars. 

Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! 

Goodbye frosty, white snow. 
Hello plants that like to grow. 

Goodbye giant, snowy heaps. 
Hello fluffy baby sheep. 

Goodbye wailing, flying leaves. 
Hello luscious, green trees. 

Goodbye fluffy winter hats. 
Hello T-shirts and caps. 

Goodbye snow, so white and 
true. 

Hello tūi in bright shades of 
blue. 

“Goodbye 13,Hello6–News fromTātai 6” 

This termMrsHandher studentshavebeenbusycreatingvibrant artwork 
inspiredby thefamousFrenchartistHenri Rousseau.AlthoughRousseau 
never travelledtothe jungle, hebecamewell knownforhis imaginative 
rainforestpaintingsfilledwithwildanimals, lushplants, andmysterious 
scenes.Hismost famouswork, , showsafierce tiger 
prowlingthroughthe jungle, surroundedbyswirling leavesanddramatic 
colour. 

UsingRousseau’sartworkas inspiration, thechildrenlearnedhowtodraw 
their owntigers stepbystep, bringingthemtolifewithblackpenand 
colouredpencil. Somechose togofurtherbyaddingother jungle creatures 
suchasgeckos, toucans, snakes, sloths, andchameleons. Tocompletetheir 
masterpieces, boldbackgroundswerepaintedordyed,while texturedcollage 
paperswereusedtobuilduplayersof leafy jungle. Thefinishedartworksarea 
stunningcelebrationof colour, pattern, andimagination—just likeRousseau’s! 

PleaseenjoyreadingTatai 6’s “GoodbyeWinter,HelloSpring”poems! 

Goodbye Winter, Hello Spring! 

Goodbye boiling homemade 
soup. 

Hello strawberry ice cream 
scoops. 

Goodbye clunky, snowy boots. 
Hello delicious apple fruits. 

Goodbye frosty, chilly weather. 
Hello kiwi bird’s feather. 

Goodbye dead, black trees. 
Hello cute, yellow bumblebees. 

Goodbye icy cold breeze. 
Hello light green trees. 

Goodbye shivery rain showers. 
Hello bright sun we see for hours. 

Meet Henri Rousseau – Fun Fact
Henri Rousseau was a French artist who lived in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. He loved painting jungles and wild animals, eventhough he never 
actually visited one! Rousseau used his imaginaƟon to create colourful, 

mysterious scenes full of tigers, monkeys, and tropical plants. His paintings 
show that creativity can take you anywhere—even to a jungle you’ve never

seen! 



My name is Tinker Bell, I am a tortoiseshell cat, I am 
12 years old,  I am in good health and have lived in 
Laingholm Drive all my life with my elderly owner, 
who has gone to a rest home now,  I have been 
looked after temporary by a kind and good neighbor 
while I find a forever home.  Can you help me? Love 
Tinker Bell ❤  For enquires please contact Sherol 
09 8321802 or Michelle 02108366750 

HomeMade at Work

A large team often meet at the Laingholm Baptist Church to cook a 

large batch of frozen meals for the community.  

This is a vital ministry of the church to the surrounding areas, usually 

on a as need is known about basis but at this time of stress for all of 

us, if you let Lorraine know on   027 779 6077 that you have a need, 

WE NEED YOUR CANS 
Your aluminium cans are 
useful to us 
Please  put them in the bin beside t 
Laingholm Fire Station. 
The cans are recycled and the 
money raised helps to fund the 
Laingholm Fire Brigade’s 
Medical First Response  Work.

COM M UNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Laingholm Baptist Church 
1 Victory Road 

Sunday Service time: 10 am 
Youth: 6.45- 9 pm, during term time. 

Church Ph.: 09-817-4323 
Youth & Children’s Pastor: 

Alison Diprose 021 141-1483 

Other Activities see:
http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/ 

Cash buyer for smaller home/land from Titirangi to Huia. 
Sun and a wee peek of the Manukau a bonus.  
Contact   Joy 022 069 1706 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 

Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 

40 years experience. 

Anything considered. 

Phone Annette  0210304450 
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