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Rapid Sea Level Rise 
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See page 48 

See page 42 
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OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 7th July 2021  

The deadline for ALL copy is   
Monday 28th June 2021 

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 

Roundabout will be sent monthly by the Roundabout 
Society. They may be paid via internet banking to: 

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt payment is always appreciated 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)   $91 

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)  $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)  $36 

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)  $27 

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)   $2 

June 2021       Vol 56/4 Contact Phone No: 817-4658 

MANAGING COMMITTEE FOR THE ROUNDABOUT

LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING
Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may 
be published. Anonymous articles or those with just 
pseudonyms will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be 
reproduced provided that the source is acknowledged and 
the author’s permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS
The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout or their 
helpers, or the committees that they represent. Whilst 
every endeavour is made to print the truth, the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout can accept 
no responsibility for any printed article or advertisement 
printed herein. The responsibility for each article or 
advertisement remains with the group, or person, or 
persons who submitted them for publication. 
As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the 
right to edit where necessary. This is to protect ourselves 

and you, the contributor, from any action that could be 
taken, and to keep the tone of our publication high. Editing 
is done by the Roundabout production team. All political 
adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. 
Advertisers should be aware that the liability of the 
Roundabout Management Committee for any errors 
ofomission or commission is limited to the refund of any 
money which the advertiser may have paid for the 
appearance of the offending advertisement in any issue of 
the Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES
We prefer to have artwork and articles submitted 
electronically wherever possible. The online address is: 
editorial@theroundabout.org.nz     or 
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com.
ncluding the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line 
ensures that your material goes into the current copy folder 
and avoids accidental loss. t also helps us if you provide 
contact details for invoicing and to help sort out any 
problems that may arise. Common formats including *.docx, 
*.pdf , *.jpg and *.png files are preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of charge 
by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, Parau, Cornwallis 
and Huia areas. We are happy to mail copies outside the 
free delivery area at a cost of $30 for ten issues (March to 
December). However, the latest issues can be found at our 
web-page: theroundabout.org.nz 
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Dr Michelle Conning  
Dr Sheetal Patel  
Dr Stephen Wong 

Dr Su-Lin Boey  FAMILY PLANNING 

FAMILY HEALTH 

ACCIDENTS 

ACUPUNCTURE 

TRAVEL HEALTH 

VACCINATIONS 

HEALTH CHECKS 

HOME VISITS 

MINOR SURGERY 

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd.
PROCARE 

2 Rangiwai Road, Titirangi, Auckland 0604 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range  of general practice services 

for you and your family. 

Open 8.00 am to 5.00 pm Weekdays All Hours Phone 
(09) 817 8069 

Ti rangi 
Village 

Post 
Office 

Church Titirangi 
Medical 
Centre 

R O 
WE ARE 
HERE 

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to serve 
the community and the wider  

West Auckland catchment. 
No appointments necessary

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys 

OUR HOURS ARE: 
Monday: closed 

Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 
Late night Wednesday & Thursdays: 

9.30 am to 7pm  
Saturdays:9.00 am to 5 pm 

Sundays:10.00am to 1.00 pm 
Women’s and Girls haircuts  

on Wednesdays only

PHONE 09 827 6526 
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com 

Local 
Liquor 

New World 
Supermarket 

WE ARE 
HERE 

The Advertisers you see in the 
Roundabout each month keep the 

Roundabout going. 

It’s a community effort: The services of the 50 
or so volunteers who write the articles, 

composite the Roundabout, print it, compile it 
and distribute it, are vital. 

But when you want the services of a 
trades-person, or the supply of goods 

and materials, please use our advertisers 

This could be vital post-COVID-19! 

And let them know  
where you saw their advertisement. 
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An Exquisite Legacy:The Life and Work of 
New Zealand Naturalist G V Hudson
by George Gibbs

This is a beautifully crafted sumptuously illustrated 
most wonderful book 

It is an in depth biography of one of New Zealand’s 
foremost naturalists by his grandson George Gibbs 
who describes himself as”the current custodian of so 
many of his original artworks and writings” 

It traces the life of G V Hudson from his first fourteen 
years in England where his passion for natural history 
and his artistic ability began, to his sixty five years in 
New Zealand. He was meticulous in his record keeping 
and his painted pictures of the insects he collected are 
fantastic and they have been beautifully reproduced. 
His collection is in Te Papa. He was also an amateur 
astronomer of some note. In 1895, he presented a 
paper suggesting daylight saving. It and he were 
derided, so it was not until 1974 that daylight saving 
arrived . 

The book was one of four finalists in the Okham Book 
Awards for the best work of non fiction It did not win 
but in my biased opinion, it should have 

Bug Week and other stories
by Airini Beautrais

Winner of the Ockham Book Award for fiction 2021  

This book of 13 short stories is one of three short story 
books ever to have won this award in its 53 years. Each 
story is succinctly written , sometimes humorous, 
sometimes cynical, where men do not come out of it 
very well. 

Is “Living the Dream”, a dream or a nightmare? Do you 
really know what a a turtle is? Your ideas may 
change.”Psycho ex“ is sad but you might enjoy it, if you 
are a runner. Read “The baddest Toroa in town” for a 
bird”s eye view.  Apart from one story set in Germany, 
all the rest are set in New Zealand and as the blurb on 
the back cover says ”they traverse the weird the wry 
and the grotesque”  Tantalisingly brilliant and well 
worth reading. 

A debut novel that won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 
2016, The Sympathizer, by Viet Thanh 
Nguyen (Grove 2015) is an impressive book but 
at times difficult read. This is a story that starts in 
Saigon in 1975 as the Americans give up the war in 
Vietnam and evacuate the city. The story is told by an 
unnamed narrator only known as the ‘captain’ who is 
both a loyal aide to a general of the South Vietnamese 
army, ally of the Americans, and an undercover spy for 
the communists who have defeated the Americans. 
The ‘captain’ is able to accompany the general and 
starts a new life in Los Angeles while sending back 
information to his friend who is working for the 

communist government in Vietnam. It is a story of 
divided loyalties and treachery as the ‘captain’ comes 
to terms with his own identity and his diverse 
friendships. He is a spy and sympathizer, a son of an 
absent French Catholic priest and Vietnamese mother 
who sacrificed everything for her son. The ‘captain’ 
observes the denigration of the Vietnamese people 
and culture while in America and responds. How? You 
will need to read the book to find that out as well as 
the consequences of his actions. Impressive and 
difficult? Impressive in dealing with the disillusionment 
of life in America but difficult with the sometimes-
laboured style. One of those books that is worth the 
effort  

“Okay, boomer” was the term popularized by Chloe 
Swarbrick in the NZ Parliament in 2019 in response to 
a comment made by an opposition MP. Many people 
of the boomer era took offence at its use but also 
having my origins in that era I took it as a tongue-in-
cheek comment, nothing more. Whether or not you 
are sensitive to the use of that term Okay, Boomer 
New Zealand in the Swinging Sixties, by Ian 
Chapman (David Bateman, 2020) is a book 
that looks at life in New Zealand from post-World War 
2 to the mid 1960’s. Split in many short chapters that 
feature politics, music, sport, fashion, television, night 
life, art, literature, etc in the New Zealand of that era. 
Contributions and social observations are made by 
well-known and not so well-known New Zealanders in 
those fields. The book is very visual with photographs 
and illustrations from diverse sources of the time. The 
book observes that New Zealand was breaking free of 
‘Mother England’s’ influence and developing a unique 
identity. It is a book to delve into and is a bit more than 
a coffee table book tinged with nostalgia. 
A brief mention of a book that is an unusual read. And 
true! The SS Officer’s Armchair, In Search of 
a Hidden Life, by Daniel Lee (Jonathan 
Cape, 2020) begins with the surprise discovery of 
personal documents covered in swastikas found 
stuffed in an armchair in the Netherlands. The author 
is a research historian and follows a complex trail of 
documents to reveal the strange life of Dr Robert 
Griesinger who supposedly lead a simple life but was 
involved with the SS and its participation in many Nazi 
crimes. The author tracks down family and friends of 
Dr Griesinger in an attempt to reveal his life and 
involvement with the Nazi regime. It raises issues with 
blame, manipulation, knowledge and responsibility of 
the perpetrators and more intriguing their families and 
descendants – how brutal regimes are supported by 
ordinary people. 

Book Reviews 
GEORGE WADSWORTH &  IAN JOHNSON 
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WestWards 

I attended a great community turnout by Bethells/Te Hunga residents last month, to formulate 
local ways of addressing road and parking congestion at their beach. I was interested to hear 
how their summer volunteer community parking warden project went, and where they saw this 
leading to in the future. Bethells problem with their public infrastructure being overwhelmed 
by day trippers (particularly peak season) is not unique to them. This problem is being 
experienced by all our destination communities throughout the Waitakere Ranges and indeed 
the whole region. All our harbourside beaches from French Bay right out to Whatipu and up 
the coast to Bethells and beyond are feeling the effects of: ➀ population growth and ➁ the 
closure and restrictions of other recreation areas and activities. Our Kiwi culture is one of ‘don’t 
fence me in’ but it seems to me that although we are not being fenced-in, we are certainly 
being ‘fenced-out’. And the room we are being left to recreate in is getting very small indeed. I 
attended a meeting with Vision West (the biggest social welfare provider in West Auckland) at 
which attendees were informed that there is an epidemic of adolescent anxiety. Maybe naïvely, 
I asked what young people were anxious about. I was answered with “our times of course, 
Christchurch, White Island, Covid 19 and climate change”. All I could think of was how we need 
to get these young people back into the great outdoors and off their cell phones. We have 
always protected nature without exclusion from it. Council can’t keep increasing population 
particularly through infill and intensive housing projects whilst at the same time reducing and 
restricting access to open spaces. But Council policies are yet again failing to join the dots.
At Bethells, I heard loud and clear from locals that the area is “at capacity” during summer 
public holidays especially when the weather is good. But as people acknowledged, this is the 
hardest thing to address when everyone has a right to visit a park or beach when they want, 
(well the ones that are open anyway). Although council needs to come up with improvements 
at the destination, I think the suggestion from one meeting attendee of using social media to 
inform people that parking is full BEFORE they arrive, is great, particularly for physically 
constricted destinations, like Whatipu and Bethells. I travelled to the Bethells/Te Henga 
meeting from Huia and although I knew where I was going, I consulted Google Maps, just to 
check the time it would take. It would be excellent if Google Maps had real-time information 
about parking etc when people search a destination, just as it alerts people of traffic 
congestion. But the essential 
outcome is to get our forest 
walks back open, we have the 
money, $31 million a year is 
being collected by the Natural 
Environment Targeted Rate and 
that collection period has been 
extended from 10 to 13 years. 
We also need to increase the 
places people can go for 
recreation and to relax, and the 
old Waitakere Quarry offers a 
huge opportunity to deliver 
this. This would definitely 
relieve pressure on Bethells.
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WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL 

Our Stories, told by us 

Inside this report 

Interschool swimming 

Ako time 

Hui time 

Future leaders day 

Interschool Swimming 

As I got into the car, the butterflies in my stomach were more like pigeons flapping around. It was 

Tuesday, the 13th of April and the Woodlands Park School swim team were on their way to the western 

zone inter-school swimming competition. The closer we got the more nervous I became. I was 

participating in the kickboard race and the backstroke race. When we got there, we entered the building 

and the strong smell of chlorine hit almost immediately. 

We got to the pool room, set up our area and the next thing I knew, the kickboarders needed to line up. 

A thrill ran through me. We sat down and waited for our turns. It felt like an eternity. Finally my turn. I 

lined up with the other 7 competitors and we got in the pool. I was so nervous 3, 2, 1, CLAP! We started, 

and before I knew it, I got to the end. Yay, I had gotten some points for the school! I got out and the next 

races began. They were freestyle, then back sculling and finally backstroke started. I went to the waiting 

area and sat down with the other 7 people I was racing against, as nervous as a cat in a room of rocking 

chairs. As I lined up and got in the pool I started to feel much better and more confident. 'You can do this' 

I told myself as the team was cheering me on. CLAP! I was zooming across the pool like lightning and as 

I hit my head on the wall and stood up, I realised I had come 3rd; some more points! After that there were 

some more races, our school was doing so well! Then 

lunch began. After lunch, we did the same thing but 

only raced 3 or 4 people. Our school came second in 

division B! HOORAY! I was so proud to be a part of this 

wonderful event! 

By Gertrude 
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ko Time

Ako Time is when Whanau Harakeke (senior school) swaps classes. This is a new way of learning that 
we started this year. I have been into two different classes so far. First, we went to Alison’s class, 
room six. Alison is very kind, happy and loves drama, so my class played a few drama inspired games 
for an hour. One of them involved pairing up with a buddy. You then had to have a conversation but 
on your turn to speak, you could only say three words. In another game that we played, we sat in a 
circle on the mat and then someone had to pick a piece of paper out of a hat and act it out for the 
others to guess. The first person to get it right went next and so on. 

Next we went to Micah’s class, room seven. He is kind and caring. We learnt about weeds and why 
we need to pull them out of the ground. We went outside the school gates to the bushes so we could 
pull out some weeds. My class mates split up into groups and pulled out weeds in different areas. We 
only did that for fifteen minutes but we had two overfilled wheelbarrows! 

Both of these classes were really enjoyable and I am looking forward to going to more teachers’ 
classrooms to see what other interesting activities they have planned for us. 

By Lily 

Hui Time

All the classes from Whanau Harakeke and Pohutukawa sat in lines as we all waited for our last Hui 
time in Term one. Once Hui time started, our lovely Principal, Mrs Stephenson, and deputy principals, 
Karen and Nick, introduced the exciting stuff we would do. Firstly, we did our Easter draw! Mrs 
Stephenson, Karen and Nick pulled tiny tickets out of a hat. If your name was on one, you won! So 
many people got picked. Secondly, we did a quiz! I got picked to do it in the second round, because 
we had two. Room 15 won first, then Room 7. My class was 4th! This Hui time was such fun! 

By Eliza 

Future Leaders Day

On Tuesday 16 March 2021, all the year 5-6 class councilors were brought to a leadership day at the 
Waitemata rugby club. There were many other schools there, forming a swirling sea of colours. After 
we had all settled down, several people talked to us about what sort of leader you are, and growth 
mindsets. Directly after, we did a few games of the human knot, before heading outside for various 
activities. The hardest one (by far) was the human pyramid, which turned out t be a human blob. As 
a final presentation, several police explained what their roles were as police. To finish off, a few 
children murmured a karakia, and we filed out, back to Woodlands Park School. 

By Aline 



- 16 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

Saturday 19th June 2 – 4pm

Over the last few weeks, nearly two thousand people have been killed or have disappeared 
in public demonstrations and rallies against corrupt government practices and punitive new 
tax laws. Poetry has always been a vehicle for peace culture development in Colombia.  Ron 
and Saray Riddell and other friends continue this tradition in Titirangi Library, through the 
sharing of poetry in Spanish and English, centred on the themes of peace and peaceful 
dialogue for just and positive change.  All welcome.  

Saturday 26th June to Saturday 3rd July

 After last year’s popular exhibition, the Titirangi Art Amble is back with 9 different artists – 
still local and super-talented!  Curated by Jill Perrott, you can view art for sale at the library 
and collect your village amble map that will lead you to further art in the village shops and 
eateries.   Opening night Friday 25th June 6 -7pm, exhibition runs for a week during normal 
library opening hours. 

We Read Auckland - Ka pānui tātau i Tāmaki Makaurau events at Titirangi Library: 

Wednesday 2nd June 10.00-10.30am

We Read Auckland celebrations present storytime fun with author Dorothy Laing and her 
picture book ‘What noise does a Giraffe Make?’ Come along for a reading and craft activity. 

Thursday 3rd June 3.30-4.30pm

Tracey Waller, founder of Diverse Kids, will present a talk designed to give parents of 
dyslexic children the tools to turn their differences into strengths.  Children welcome to 
attend with parents. 

Thursday 10th June 10.00am

Join us for a very special story telling session with Kate Parker, author of ‘Kōwhai and the 
Giants’. Kate's debut picture book will captivate children and adults alike following Kowhai 
as she discovers a tiny seed's hope to build a forest.  

This story is accompanied by ten beautifully designed light boxes that follow Kowhai’s 
journey and can be seen on display at Titirangi Library during We Read Auckland 
celebrations.

Titirangi Library 
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Have you visited your local museum ?   
Come and have a browse! 

The museum is full of local history,  
and a wide range of 

 artifacts are on display. 

Entry :    Adults $2.00         Children $1.00

Museum Opening Hours :  
Saturday and  Sundays  from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm 
(summer) or 4.00 pm (winter). 

Enquiries : huiamuseum@xtra.co.nz
Group Bookings : PH 09 8118 845 

The “Huia” Returns to Huia 

In late 2020, the CMSS (Canberra Model Shipwrights Society) on behalf of the model builder’s family, 
contacted the New Zealand High Commission in Canberra,  enquiring as to whether they would 
know of a suitable final home for the model of the Huia. The model  builder  Mr Jeffrey Taylor,  
(passed) was inspired to build the model after reading the Log book of the Huia.  A copy of the log 
book is held at the museum. 

Lieutenant Colonel  Lisa Kelliher, Military Advisor, New Zealand Defence Staff, Canberra, contacted 
the secretary of the Huia Museum ( Lesley Laing ) to offer the model. The museum gratefully 
accepted and plans were made to utilise the New Zealand Navy Ship, HMNZS AOTEAROA, which was  
in Australia at the time, to transport the model back to New Zealand.  

In late February, a hand over presentation was held in Canberra,  attended by the boat builder’s 
family, the CMSS,  NZDF staff, and Her Excellency Dame Annette King, DNZM, who made the 
acceptance address.  The model boat then began its journey across the ditch.  

On the 13th April 2021, several museum Trustees gathered at the Devonport Naval base for the 
formal handing over of the model.  We were welcomed by Lt CDR Nikki Fox, RNZN  and taken on 
board the HMNZS Aotearoa for the hand over.  

The model is now on display at the Huia Settlers Museum for all to read its fascinating history. 

The Huia was a topsail schooner, with a gross tonnage of 204, was  built at Kaipara  in 1894 by James 
Barbour. It was launched 20 June 1894 in Dargaville. The Huia is credited with having made a most 
remarkable fast  passage for the time, of 
four days and six hours  from Sydney to 
Kaipara Heads in 1895. Her first master and 
owner for many years was Captain George 
McKenzie.  

The Huia was well known throughout many 
New Zealand ports in the north and south 
islands, and as far as Australia, Cairns, 
Melbourne and Hobart.  She sailed the 
waters of the Nelson Harbour, Patea and 
Motueka Harbour.  The Huia  is believed to 
have been wrecked off the coast of New 
Caledonia around 1951. Relics from the 
shipwreck are in the Northern Wairoa 
Maritime and Pioneer Museum. 

Lesley Laing,  
Secretary, Huia Settlers Museum.
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Your Advertisement could appear here! 

It would only cost you $23 

to reach 1900 homes between 

Titirangi and Whatipu 
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Passed away at Waitakere Hospital 
19th May 2021 of heart failure. Gordon 
lived his 82 years in Laingholm and 
was a foundation pupil of Laingholm 
School. Highlight of his young years 
was winning the shield for the road race 
around Laingholm six years in a row - 
on metal roads too. 

Local drainage contractor who hand 
dug most of the septic tanks in the area. 

Eldest son of Henry and Dorothy - 
family home Victory Road. Brother to 
Bryan, Richard and Cherie. 

Devoted and best mate to Annette, 
much loved father to Joanne. Grandad 
to Ted and Edith 

Will be sadly missed.  
Gone west. 

Obituary: Gordon Leslie Fletcher 

The Friends of Arataki(FoA)have got some interesting and exciting events coming up in 2021 

On Saturday June 19th the FoA are celebrating Mid-winter with a pot-luck lunch. 

There will be a nature quiz and a giant raffle. 

Hot ham and mulled wine supplied. 

So bring your favourite meal to share, money for raffle and a smile. 

Time 12 noon – 4pm  Venue: Arataki Lecture Room 

Soup Lunch Talks Winter 2021. All held at 12 noon in the Arataki Lecture Room

Soup Lunch at 12 followed by talks. Gold coin koha would be appreciated

July 4th Dr Bruce Hayward will do a presentation on “The Rise and Demise of the Waitakere  
Volcano”.

August 1st Jenny Andrew will do a presentation on walking the Pyke Hollyford Trail. 

September 5th Robin Kewell will show a film about “Cocos the Treasure Island”. This includes 
amazing underwater shots and stories of pirates treasures.
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Laingholm Local 

 As a student of history, way back in my 
increasingly distant youth in England, I studied 
the Tudors and Stuarts, the French Revolu on 
and Napoleon.  The curriculum was remote – in 

me and loca on.  In my 20s, I came to New 
Zealand and was surprised to discover that 
students here were learning the same topics. But 
I accepted it as the way things were in NZ.  Now 
our Government has ruled that the school history 
curriculum must teach New Zealand history.  
About me, too!  I’m not a teacher, so I’m just 
picking up snippets of informa on from news 
bulle ns.  Pre-European history will feature, as 
will the New Zealand Wars, and the Moriori get a 
men on (just one, from what I heard on the news 
today).  There will be a lot of revision of what was 
taught as “History” and there is scope for 
research, archaeological explora on and new 
texts to be wri en. 

 When my home town in England (Newcastle-
under-Lyme, in Staffordshire) celebrated its 
octocentenary in 1973 (that’s 800 years since its 

first charter) a book was published containing 
essays of the town’s history.  I discovered this 
book some 20 years later and couldn’t put it 
down.  Why didn’t we learn this stuff at school?  
History is not just na onal or interna onal – it is 
local. 

 The West Auckland Historical Society has 
funding (from the Waitakere Ranges Local Board) 
to collate wri en, oral and photographic records 
of Laingholm’s past.  They would like to interview, 
in person, by phone or by zoom, senior members 
of the community, past and present, to put 
together the best possible history of Laingholm.  
The original focus was around Li le Muddy Creek 
and Landing Rd, but they are extending interest 
to the whole of Laingholm, Parau, Woodlands 
Park and Waima.  The result will be put into hard 
copy, lodged with libraries and made available to 
the local schools.  There is a wealth of 
informa on to be gleaned, some is already 
known – or partly known – but it needs to be 
documented and safely stored.  There are Maori 
pa and marae sites, former Maori gardens and 
evidence of waka building.  The Europeans came, 
felled trees, built homesteads and created farms 
and dams.  There were (and s ll are, probably) 
local characters and there were (and definitely 
s ll are) controversies that rock the community.  
All these and more make up the rich tapestry of 
our local history.  If you, or someone you know, 
would like to be part of this exci ng project 
contact: landingroadproject@gmail.com
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EASY MINCE RECIPES 

FROM ADRIENNE PEEK 

ASIAN MEATBALLS
250g Mince 
1 Tablespoon Fish Sauce 
Minced Garlic to Taste 
{approximately 3 cloves)   
Minced Ginger to taste  
1 ½ Teaspoons Chilli Sauce 
1 Tablespoon Soya Sauce 
1 Teaspoon Five Spice powder 
or 1 Teaspoon Fennel Seeds 
1 Spring Onion 

Mix together and roll into balls. 
Fry until cooked. You can also 
mince 100g of prawns and put a 
small amount inside each ball. 

DIPPING SAUCE
2 Tablespoons Soya Sauce 
1 Teaspoon Chilli Sauce 
Splash Fish Sauce  

Mix together. 

QUICK LASAGNE 
500g Jar of Pasta Sauce 
1 Cup Water 
400g Mince 
1 Cup Grated Cheese   
Ready Cooked Lasagne Sheets 

Mix pasta sauce, water and beef 
together and put ½ into a 
greased dish. Cover with 
lasagne sheets then grated 
cheese. Do the layers twice and 
bake for 45 minutes with a lid 
on. 
TOPPING 
½ Cup Milk 
1 Egg 
½ Cup Grated Cheese 

Mix together and pour over the 
lasagne and bake uncovered 
for 15 minutes.
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Budget 2021 - securing our recovery 
from COVID 

Dr Deborah Russell 
MP for New Lynn

The Budget is the biggest annual event in Parliament. It’s where the government sets out its plans for the coming 
years, and importantly, how much money is allocated for achieving those plans. This year, the Budget is about se‐
curing our recovery from COVID‐19. 

The headline news in Budget 2021 was the raising of main bene‐
fits. The li ing of benefits up to, or in some cases above, the level 
recommended by the Welfare Expert Advisory Group finally re‐
verses the devasta ng cuts from the 1991 “Mother of All Budgets” 
and will help to tackle poverty and inequality. Restoring benefits 
now is the right thing to do, and now is the right me to do it. 

Raising benefit levels will also help local businesses. Beneficiary 
households spend most of their income on food, on clothing and 
on hea ng their homes. This money gets spent in local communi‐

es, so it provides s mulus for local economies. Alongside this 
we’re also inves ng in training and appren ceships to get more 
people into work. At an uncertain me for the global and New 
Zealand economy, this investment provides more security for peo‐
ple who might be in and out of work due to the economic vola l‐
ity. 

Hidden in some of the detail of the Budget, there are also two 
plans together with funding that will ma er a great deal to people 
out west. 

The first is a commitment of $40 million to fund the building of a 
new ward at Waitakere Hospital. The ward will have 30 beds and 
will be for urgent care, meaning that more people with serious 
health needs can be looked a er locally, instead of having to go to 
the North Shore. 

All of the West Auckland MPs have been lobbying the Minister of 
Health about this for quite some me. We wanted to see our cons tuents are properly served by their local hos‐
pital instead of having to travel across town through Auckland’s traffic, so we’re really delighted to see this com‐
mitment. 

The second is $28 million allocated to a Na onal Pest Management Plan for kauri dieback. A Na onal Pest Man‐
agement Plan enables a co‐ordinated approach across central government, local government and private property 
owners for managing and hopefully elimina ng a pest.  We currently have plans for PSA‐V in kiwifruit, bovine tu‐
berculosis, and American Foulbrood in bees. However, this is the first me that a Na onal Pest Management Plan 
will be set up to protect a taonga species rather than a commercial crop. 

Since I was first elected in 2017, locals have been lobbying me about the importance of trees and our kauri in par‐
cular. When I was Chair of the Environment Select Commi ee, I launched a series of briefings into kauri dieback, 

and I used the commi ee’s report to urge ministers to commit to ac on. We hoped to get funding for kauri 
dieback into last year’s Budget but that was stymied by COVID‐19, so it was great to finally see a plan and funding 
for kauri dieback. 

There’s masses more in the Budget to aid in our recovery from Covid‐19. We’re building on the gains we’ve al‐
ready made through our strong health response, the wage subsidy and our significant investments in infrastruc‐
ture.  

If you want to find out more, all the detailed documenta on is on the Treasury website. The most straigh orward 
star ng point is the Budget at a Glance at: h ps://www.treasury.govt.nz/publica ons/glance/budget‐glance‐
2021
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Operation Possum Blitz 
Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand. 

They are destroying our forests, our gardens and eating our bird’s eggs. 

Right now, they are seeking a cosy spot to breed 

and spend the winter, possibly in your shed, garage or roof. 

Right now is the time to set your Timms Traps

Phone June on 817 8315 or Linda on 817 4338 for a Timms Trap 
Email: op.possumblitz@hotmail.com $45 to purchase a Timms Trap 

(Instructions will be given . . . . . . . ) 

This is a voluntary project, supported by Biosecurity, Auckland Council  

Your Advertisement could appear here! 

It would only cost you less than $50 

to reach 1800 homes between 

Titirangi and Whatipu 

Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz
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Phoenix Palms
Should the Phoenix Palms on Laingholm Beach be removed? – this was 
the question asked in the April Roundabout. Another article reflected on 
the earlier campaign by locals to save them. However, more recently the 
people of Laingholm have become more aware of their environment 
and are becoming more active in protecting it. For example, many are 
working to eliminate pest plants like ginger from their properties, the 
efforts of local people have led to Laingholm Beach becoming 
swimmable again, and pest animals such as rats are being trapped in 
our reserves and on private property by locals. Laingholm people are 
more environmentally aware and more in tune with the natural 
environment. 
The Phoenix Palm is a serious pest plant and, like ginger and ship rats, if 
left unchecked it will spread throughout Laingholm, and the rest of the 
Waitakere Ranges, displacing native species and destroying our natural 
habitats. They are already spreading at an alarming rate.  
Some say they make Laingholm unique. However, these palms have been planted in just about 
every city in the world – and impart a common degraded element to our landscape. By contrast, 
many of our coastal native tree species can only be found in the upper half of the North Island, and 
as such are truly unique. Some examples of New Zealand coastal species are tawapou, wharangi and 
tarairi - all suitable candidates for the beach. Our own palm, nikau is the southernmost naturally 
occurring palm in the world and native only to New Zealand. It is also a suitable species to plant on 
the beach front.  
Getting rid of the Phoenix pest is unfortunately expensive. If you have one on your land you should 
cut it down now because once it gets half as big as the ones on the beach it will cost you several 
thousand dollars to have it removed. Laingholm is one of the weediest suburbs in the world, but 
more and more Laingholm residences are working to reverse this – it is no longer socially 
acceptable to turn our backs on the environment by harbouring such pests.  
Auckland Council has an obligation to protect the environment and it should be encouraged to do 
the right thing for our community by replacing these invasive pest plants.

Len Gillman

Melicope ternata - Wharangi 

Phoenix Palms – Laingholm Beach

I’m aghast at the letter in the Roundabout suggesting that the phoenix palms be cut down.  They 
are there to stay and many of the locals are horrified at the thought of this happening and losing 
them after over 44 years or more of watching them grow up.  They are majestic, beautiful palms and 
are a fabulous focal point to the beach front.  Because they are not natives, is no excuse to cut them 
down and birds and rodents are also not an excuse to give them the chop.  All trees harbour birds 
and rodents. They are not a danger as the council are  managing to maintain them and know how 
to keep safe in dealing with their care.  They are doing a fine job at keeping them tidy.

A very concerned Laingholm resident

L r  t   E it  
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Keep smiling till next time,  
Cheers,  

Winnie 

Kia ora and gidday fishos, well first up this month is 
BIG congratulations to 14-year-old Marshall Jackson 
(son of PJ) who has just scooped his third fishing 
record for his age group. With outstanding skill, 
expertise and strength (and maybe a bit of luck) 
Marshall managed to hook up and land a 176.2kg 
swordfish (xiphias gladius) on 24kg line.This is 
Marshall's third fishing record having previously 
landed a 26.4kg warehou on 24kg line and a 124kg 
striped marlin on 15kg line 

Why does the line not break with monsters like that on 
the end? Just the skill of sports fishing, says Pete who 
is obviously the best fishing teacher a young lad could 
have. (I was lucky enough to see a video of all the 
action and luckiet still to score two pieces of said 
swordfish.) Well done Marshall. 

Fishing news for last month is very sparse with the 
savage westerlies keeping us on shore. 
However had a yarn with some fellas fishing 
from the beach recently who said they'd landed 
two or three reasonably sized snapper using a 
drone. Just doesn't seem like proper fishing 
does it, but call me old-fashioned. A bit like 
electric reels, always thought this was cheating 

a bit till I struggled to pull in a huge snapper 
from 60m, and that's shallow water compared 
to fishing for hapuka and groper. 

Heard on the fishing line that the Big Boys are 
still catching good sized snapper (up to 70cm) 
out at 60m over the bar. 

In the absence of fishing news a few anecdotes 
of meaningless value to help fill up the page. 

Did you know?: 

Goldfish can retain memories for up to three 
months (wonder how they measured this). 

Starfish don't have brains or blood (but they are 
clever enough to get into scallop shells). 

Lobsters urinate from their faces (never look a 
lobster in the eye!) 

Sharks are immune to cancer. 

. 
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to appear on the Huia Hall Wall in a new Mural. 
Come along to the Hall Sunday the 20th
of June 10am -2pm make a mask there  

or bring your own and be photographed to 
take your place on the wall.  

Call Jean Stewart 0220678485 for more info. 
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HUIA INDOOR BOWLING 
and Social Club

PRESIDENT: BRAM BARRAT 

Greetings Roundabouters from the Huia Bowling Club. 

Well, last month’s inspirational article designed to entice and enthral new 
members brought forth not one new customer. However, we have in our club, 
Leo, who with his charm and powers of seduction has managed to attract three 
new members in as many weeks. What bribes he has used, if any, we will never 
know, but the three new players after only a few weeks of picking up bowling 
skills can now play to a standard that Yours Truly hasn’t been able to advance to 
in seven years of playing.  

So impressed are we at Leo’s recruiting techniques that we have promoted him 
to Chief Recruitment Officer and put him on commission!!
So, back to the nuts and bolts of bowling It would be a waste of space to relate 
who did what and how, and the number of times that the kitty got knocked off 
the mat, or errant bowls so badly delivered that they actually trespassed onto 
neighbouring mats. All this excitement you will have to come along and see for 
yourself.  

Our president, Bram, keeps on deserting us and gadding off to the Coromandel 
in his motorhome, whereupon the club lapses into anarchy and disarray until he 
returns and starts throwing his weight about again. But it’s all good fun. 
Anyway, I say again, where could you get entertainment of this calibre, plus 
refreshments for $3 a night? 

So, gird up thy loins and get thee along to the Huia Hall, 7.30 pm Wednesdays.  

See you there. Cheers.

Huia Fitness Club 
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It's hard to see if there have been any 
positive sides to the Covid pandemic but for 
us there has been one. Several of our 
members are now working remotely from 
home; some for just a couple of days a 
week and others full time This has hugely 
helped our crewing for daytime turnouts, 
which have been a problem for many 
years. 

So if you are working from home have you 
thought of joining us as either a firefighter 
or medical first responder ? Loneliness and 
a feeling of isolation are sometimes the 
result of working remotely but by joining us 
you will link up with a number of people 
who are in a similar situation or are on shift work. 
We have an excellent employer recognition 
scheme which we can use to thank your 
employer for giving you time off to attend 
calls. ( Most of our calls last less than an 
hour ) Chief Officer Graeme Booth would be very 
happy to discuss this with you.  
He can be contacted on 021764741 

Due to work and other commitments we weren't able to 
send a full four person team to the United Fire Brigades' 
Association National Combat Challenge event in 
Wellington. It's billed as “ the toughest two minutes in sport “ 
with competitors in full fire fighting kit having to climb a 
tower and carry out a variety of other fire-fighting related 
activities.  But we did well with Clint Fouche 28th overall and 
2nd in the over 50 male category with a time of 2.09. Paul 
Shaw who was part of the RNZAF team came 32nd overall 
with a time of 2.16 and Liam Flynn came 41st overall 
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Lecture Series 
Thursday 17th June 7.30 pm

Thomas studies paleontology and ancient environments and his work focuses specifically on 
ancient marine environments. He will talk about how communities of  fossilised marine 
invertebrates preserved in the rocks underlying Auckland have helped us to better 
understand rapid sea level rise in the prehistoric past (about 20 million years ago) and the 
environment's ecological response to such an event. 

Rapid sea level rise in the past and the future
Thomas Stolberger – University of Auckland

For further information, phone Liz 0274 762732 lizanstey@hotmail.com
Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd. 

Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards. 
Koha appreciated to cover hall hire. 

The Lady Green-fingers 

After all your hard autumn work preparing for winter crops, some may now be nearing 
production – just in time for winter stews and soups. But it's not too late to plant winter staples 
such as cabbage, silverbeet, broccoli and cauliflower.  

Soil will benefit from fertiliser and/or compost to help maintain good plant health over the 
winter months.  

This is the month when the experts advise planting garlic and shallots (the old adage: plant on 
the shortest day, harvest on the longest). It is preferable for the soil to be cool when these are 
planted and it is better if the site is prepared beforehand with a combination of lime, fertiliser 
and compost then left for a week or two before planting. Peel off the papery layer on the bulbs 
and separate into separate cloves for planting. I've found shallow planting is best but there 

seems to be mixed messages about what depth is ideal. Some seeds can be sown 
directly in a sunny spot or sown in trays ready for early spring.  

Elsewhere judicious pruning can be undertaken on trees and roses. But this is 
definitely the time of year to take it a bit easy and simply enjoy your earlier 

efforts.  

Happy gardening. 
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Firewood
Manuka from Northland 

Bone dry, stored 2-3 years 

Average hessian sack 35kg 

$40.00 per sack 

Ph 817-6046 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years 

experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Laingholm Baptist Church 
1 Victory Road

Sunday Service time: 10 am 
Youth: 6.45 - 9 pm, during term time. 

Pastor: Simon Radford 09-817-4323 
Youth & Children’s Pastor: 

Alison Diprose 021 141-1483

Other Activities see:
 http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/ 
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FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE 
The Huia Fishing and Family Club, 
48 Foster Bay Avenue. 

HUIA HALL FOR RENT 
Lovely environment, easy parking, 
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100. 
Contact: Huia Hall Managers  
021 142 0563 or Email: 
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com 

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE? 
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm 
Primary School Hall and Community 
Room are available for private or 
community group use. Community 
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is 
$40 per hour. 
Use of kitchen $8 per hour. 
Phone School Office 817 8874 

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL 
Refurbished and refreshed after a long 
closure is now available for hire. 
For details phone 817 9175 

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL 
Phone 817 5140 

HALLS FOR HIRE 
EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance   111 
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE  817 0040 
HENDERSON POLICE STATION  839 0600 
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION  817 5475 
HUIA FIRE STATION  811 8885 
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867 
WATERCARE  442 2222 
AUCKLAND COUNCIL  301 0101 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069 
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888 
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE  817 6772 
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY  817 7102 
MEALS ON WHEELS  828 5812 
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE  817 8012 
TOUGHLOVE GROUP  624 4364 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266 
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman))  816 9018 

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 817 4386 
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN  817 4372 
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE  817 3489 
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE  390 8828 

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU    0800 367 222 818 8634 

CARL HARDING 811 8672 
GRAEME BOOTH, Marriage Celebrant 817 4658  
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 021 304916 
TED TURNER, (by appointment)  817 3073 
JENNY MACINTYRE, Marriage & Funeral 021 434837 

CELEBRANTS &   
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

COUNSELLING 

EDUCATION 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

SERVICES 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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MPfor NewLynn 

Dr Deborah 
Russell 

,ParliamentBuildings,WellingtonAuthorisedbyDeborahRussellMP 

09 8206245 
newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz
POBox 151111,NewLynn,Auckland 0640 

/DeborahRussellLabour @beefaerie 
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