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OUR NEXT ISSUE
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Roundabout will be sent monthly by the Roundabout 
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Prompt payment is always appreciated
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MANAGING COMMITTEE FORTHE ROUNDABOUT

Before any le er or ar cle can be printed, the Management 
Commi ee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous ar cles or those with just pseudonyms
will not be published.

COPYRIGHT 
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be reproduced 
provided that the sourceis acknowledged and the author’s 
permissionobtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS 
The ar cles, le ers and adver sements appearing in this magazine
do not necessarily represent the opinion of the Management
Commi ee for the Roundabout or their helpers, or the
commi ees that they represent. Whilst every endeavour is
made to print the truth, the Management Commi ee for the 
Roundabout can accept no responsibility for any printed ar cle
or adver sement printed herein. The responsibility for each
ar cle or adver sement remains with the group, or person, or 
personswho submi ed them for publica on. 
Aswith all newspapers and magazines, we reservethe right to edit 
where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you, the 
contributor, from any ac on that could be 
taken, and to keep the tone of our publica on high. Edi ng 
is done by the Roundabout produc on team. All poli cal 
adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial Commi ee.

Adver sers should be aware that the liability of the Roundabout
Management Commi ee for any errors of omission or 
commission is limited to the refund of any money which the 
adver ser may have paid for the appearance of the offending
adver sement in any issueof the Roundabout 
ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES 
We prefer to have artwork and ar clessubmi ed electronically
wherever possible. Theonline addressis: 

 or 
.

Including the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line ensures 
that your material goes into the current copy folder and avoids 
accidental loss. It alsohelps us if you provide contact  details for 
invoicing and to help sort out any problems that may arise.
Common formats including *.docx, *.pdf , *.jpg and *.png files are
preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION 
TheRoundabout isdelivered door-to-door, free of charge 
by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, Parau,Cornwallis and 
Huia areas. We are happy to mail copies outside the free delivery 
areaat a cost of $30 for ten issues(March to December). However,
the latest issuescan be found at our web-page:
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Lorraine Glanville 

Grandma to all at Laingholm Primary and Treasured resident of Laingholm 
Community has finally elected to re re a er some 40 plus years working in 
our school and community. But she won't be re ring from our community 
as a whole for sure. She'll s ll have her fingers in many pies literally and 
figura vely! 
She had a grand send-off from Laingholm Primary School. An assembly 
where she was honoured with handing out the auspicious Headway Cup, a 
book of good wishes from all the students from our school, a video of 
messages from students she has worked with and a huge bouquet of 
flowers presented by the BOT.  
Past and present members of the staff were invited to the a ernoon celebra on, as well as her family and 
some close friends all there to send her off in style. Due to covid and flu season, a number of invitees were 
unable to make it on the day but most sent messages of good wishes to Lorraine. These were gathered 
together and collated into a book for her to keep along with the Stuff ar cle that she had a part in as well. 
The school selected some roses to create a garden in her honour - Heavenly Scent and My Angel - both of 
which will bloom in glorious pinks and purples. Lorraine in turn gi ed two bay leaf trees to our school as a 
permanent momento of her me with us. 
She received a number of carefully selected gi s from school - mostly with an elephant theme...elephant 
statues, an elephant heatpack, an elephant pendant, an elephant door stop and a special mug with the 
inscrip on 'The Greatest Lorraine in the Universe' - 
which she really is.

By request John Walsh wrote an ode to 
Lorraine - here is a small snippet.

This is the life of the galaxy’s Greatest Cook!  
I always look forward to mid-December  
When I hope like heck that Lorraine will remember…  
How she remembers never fails to surprise  
But she ALWAYS sends me a plate of Christmas mince pies!  

I first met Lorraine at a pre-camp parents meeting-  
She launched straight into them, no time for a greeting!  
“There’ll be good healthy food, and plenty of it to come…  
If YOUR child won’t eat THIS, or THAT, they’ll sleep on an empty tum!  
The kids will do their own dishes, they’ll wash them, then dry.  
Tell them to bring a tea towel and if they ask why,  
Show them how to use it, and if YOU don’t know how  
I suggest you learn, and starting right now!” 

All throughout Laingholm, your name is mentioned..  
Let’s face it girl, you’re a bit of a legend!  
Parent helper, school committee, teacher aide and cleaner..  
In support of this school community, there’s nobody that’s keener!  
A caterer, a florist, a person who cares..  

You’re a selfless giver Lorraine and have been for years!  
You’ve served your community, and you’ve done it with pride  
With Roger, your loyal sidekick, always by your side. 

So, on behalf of this school and community,  
there’s something I’d like to do….  

And that’s to say, Lorraine Glanville, a very big, humungous, THANK YOU!
Kia kaha | Be Strong 

Laingholm Primary School
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☎  021 709 783 
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Lecture Series
Thursday 18th August, 7.30 pm 

Greg Holwell – University of Auckland –  
Camouflage and Competition 

Associate Professor Greg Holwell is a naturalist, zoologist and 
behavioural ecologist in the School of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Auckland, New Zealand.  
Over the last 15 years, he and his students have investigated the 
fascinating behaviour and biology of Tāmaki Makaurau's neglected 
insects and spiders.  

In this talk, Greg will introduce a range of species and focus on two active areas of research, 
the first is camouflage and the extraordinary colour patterns and behaviours that local 
insects use to avoid predation, and the other is competition over mates, highlighting the 
spectacular and extreme weaponry that male invertebrates employ to win fights with rivals 
and maximise their mating success.  

As we will still be in the orange setting this will be a webinar via zoom. To access the link go 
to our Waitakere Forest & Bird website and click on “Events programme”.  

For further information email lizanstey@hotmail.com or 0274 762732 
Meeting ID: 879 1389 3614 
Passcode: 022337 

New book on the Waitakere Ranges
John Walsh (husband of Laingholm Primary’s Deputy Principal Heather Walsh) has written a book about 
his 38 years as a park ranger in Waitakere Ranges Regional Park. 

Initially based at Arataki, John transferred to the Huia Ranger Station and was happily based there for 30 
years.  He and Heather lived in the ranger’s residence opposite Kiwanis Huia Camp. 

The book touches on the routine work carried out by the ranger team and includes stories on dealing 
with serious motor vehicle accidents, whales stranding, forest firefighting, search and rescue (John was 
involved in more than 250 operations), suicides, misbehaving motorcycle gangs, cannabis plantations 
and homicides.  

There are many tales of John’s involvement in 
bizarre, humorous and tragic scenarios involving 
users of one of Aotearoa’s busiest areas of 
parkland. 

John also mentions some of the interesting 
archaeological, geological and botanical 
features hidden away in the forest. 

The 264-page book, “So You Want to be a Park 
Ranger” is priced at $45 (includes postage) and 
can be obtained by contacting John by email at 
huia8118@gmail.com.
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Titirangi Library is delighted to present three unique events in association with 
Auckland Council Libraries’ We Read Auckland | Ka Pānui Tātau i Tāmaki Makaurau, 
from 15 – 28 August. The annual festival features an exciting free programme of live 
and online events that celebrate Auckland’s readers and writers and the stories that 

bring us together.

Up first is a guided night-time walk for adults in the Waitākere Ranges with Annette 
Less, author of the 2022 Ockham NZ Book Awards-longlisted After Dark: Walking into 
the Nights of Aotearoa. Explore the nature trails around Arataki and discover those 

sounds and stories which only reveal themselves under the cover of darkness. Friday 
19th August, 7.00 – 8.30 pm, Arataki Visitor Centre (300 Scenic Drive). Places are 

limited and booking is essential.  

Later in August, local author and Woodlands Park School librarian Kate S Richards is 
running a fiction writing workshop for adults and young adults. If you’d like to write 
creatively and need help getting started, or you’re an established writer looking for 
fresh inspiration, this is the place to be. The workshop will focus on gathering and 

developing ideas for narrative writing. Kate has experience in self-publishing, having 
written four novels for teenagers.  

Saturday 27th August, 10.00 – 11.00 am, Lopdell House, Level 1 Seminar Room (418 
Titirangi Road). Bookings required. 

To register for these events, visit Eventbrite.com and search for Titirangi Library.  

For more information, phone (09) 377 0209 or email 
Titirangi.Library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

And finally, where would we be without a bit of sparkle? Grab your tamariki and your 
tiara and head to the library for a fabulous Drag Queen Storytime with special guest 

Medulla Oblongata. Make magical rainbow wands and enjoy stories, music, and 
dancing at our whānau friendly event. Tuesday 23rd August, 10.00 – 11.00 am, 

Titirangi Library (500 South Titirangi Road). No bookings are needed.
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Ma hew Roe: the Sisyphus of the Manukau Harbour 
An almost forgo en name on the Manukau Harbour is that of Ma hew Henry Roe, yet in the mid-19th century he was 
one of the movers and shakers in the colonial business world, with the biggest mber mills on the harbour. 

Roe arrived in Auckland in 1853, aged 34, with his wife Sarah and two children. While the brig William Hyde was in 
Waitemata Harbour, Sarah had a third child. Although a Leicestershire man, Roe had been en route from California to 
the goldfields in Victoria when the ship put into Auckland. Liking the look of the town and with his wife not wan ng to 
go on, Roe got off the ship. Also on the ship were a number of Americans who went into partnership with him mber 
milling at Waiau south of Coromandel. Roe went to Sydney to obtain the latest machinery in the style of American 
sawmills and was the first to erect these in the Auckland region. In 1856 he leased John Gibbons’ mill at Huia which 
enabled him to supply mber from both east and west coasts. He also bought a parcel of land on the foreshore at 
Onehunga and set up a mber yard. Business partnerships were formed and dissolved with remarkable fluidity in colo-
nial Auckland and Roe had a number of partners before in 1863 selling up his Coromandel interests and taking over 
the mber interests of the Manukau Sawmill Company. In 1863 he launched a state-of-the-art mill called the Cornwal-
lis Steam Sawmill on the Kakamatua Stream.  

In his personal life, Roe’s wife Sarah died in 1861, leaving him with six children, the youngest only two. Within five 
months he married his housekeeper, Annie Williams, and although they had two children, both died as babies.  

Roe kept a fleet of cu ers to transport his logs and mber.  The 28-ton Williame e foundered at the Manukau Heads 
in 1876. Roe’s son Samuel directed the rescue of the crew and salvage of the cargo, only to find the next morning that 
someone had purloined all the goods le  stacked on the shore at Wha pu. Roe’s next boat was the 70-foot paddle-
steamer Oregon, built at Onehunga, and named a er one of the places Roe had visited in America. The Oregon could 
accommodate 200 passengers and had a flat bo om to enable it to take the mud on the Manukau without heeling 
over too much. 

By 1866 Roe was in financial difficulty, a consequence, he said, of a costly accident to the boiler at his Cornwallis mill. 
The bankruptcy sale of his assets provides a window into how quickly this now mid-aged man had accumulated assets. 
In 13 years in the colony, he had accumulated over 40 houses in Onehunga, all tenanted, 770 acres in 10 lots at 
Awhitu, and his own Onehunga villa, with 10 rooms, stables and steps leading to the edge of the Manukau Harbour. 

Although his mill at Kakamatua was sold to John Sangster Macfarlane, businessman and later MP for Waitemata, Roe 
con nued as proprietor for around another 10 years. 

He set up a small opera on at Awhitu and then opened the Onehunga Steam Saw and Planing Mill, situated at Kauri 
Point on the waterfront at Onehunga. This was a major opera on, not just breaking down logs, but producing doors 
and sashes for the kauri co ages and villas that made up the suburbs of Auckland. 

Ma hew was quite the man about town. He filled out as he matured, got about in coat-tails, gleaming white shirt and 
out-size black top hat. He was involved in local issues and stood unsuccessfully for council. When farmers complained 
that driving logs down waterways stripped away their farmland they didn’t get very far. Blazing sparks flew from the 
chimneys of his Kauri Point mill, but he brushed off complaints from neighbours who blamed him for fires. When the 
Royal Hotel in Onehunga burned down, its wooden roof shingles having caught fire, the jury exonerated Roe but rec-
ommended he get a spark guard on his mill chimney.  

There were also fearsome accidents at his mills. In 1867, a long-term employee, the superintendent of the Cornwallis 
Mill, was killed when struck end on by a spar. In one month in May 1883 at the Onehunga mill a young man lost his 
hand, cut off at the wrist, an engine driver was severely scalded when steam exploded on his face and a carpenter 
working on the break-down saw died a er falling and hi ng his head on a nut protruding from a plank.  

A fire in 1882 burned down Roe’s Kauri Point mill. The fire burst through the floor boards into the upper storey, and 
two men sleeping on the premises had their nightclothes catch alight. Roe directed the fire fight but it was a total loss. 
Roe was under-insured but he quickly rebuilt the mill with all the latest innova ons. The Herald graphically described 
that despite Roe’s financial ups and downs, he “s ll stuck like the cobbler to his last” and that a er each setback “like 
Sisyphus” Roe began again “the work of rolling the stone to the top of the hill”. 
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Not content with his Manukau Harbour opera ons, when the Auckland to Kaipara rail-line went through, Roe saw 
an opportunity and in 1884 purchased 1800 acres at Taupaki which contained areas of very large kauri. The kauri 
had survived because the Waitakere River flowed westwards to the sea, precluding using the dam system to bring 
logs to a mill. Instead Roe cut roads into the area and built tramways and bridges to bring logs to Waimauku sta on 
from whence they were taken to his mill in Onehunga. A se lement developed at Taupaki, dubbed “Roeville”. 
There was stabling for 50 horses and 30 bullocks, a store, smithy, quarters for married and single men, a cookhouse 
and extensive gardens and oat fields for feeding the horses. Seventy men were employed and it was es mated 
that, all up, Roe had 30 million feet of kauri mber in his bush.  

The mber industry could make huge fortunes and equally things could go bad. In late 1886 Roe went into his sec-
ond bankruptcy. He put his situa on down to the general decline in the mber industry in the mid-1880s, but also 
the 1882 Onehunga fire, a decline in the quality and therefore value of his Awhitu trees, and the cost of the mas-
sive infrastructure for the Taupaki opera on. Looking at all his opera ons, Ma hew said he owed £6408.12.8d. 

Roe was now over 60. He rather fades from view a er this. The Kauri Timber Company bought him out and he 
seems to have re red, but was a familiar figure around the streets of Onehunga and Auckland in his dog cart. His 
health deteriorated and he suffered from heart disease, for which he planned to go to Australia for treatment. In 
1897 he died somewhat drama cally, promp ng detailed descrip ons in the newspapers: “A profound sensa on 
was caused on 19th May by the terribly sudden death of Mr. Ma hew Roe (a well known old colonist of 40 years 
standing) in a shop in Wellesley-street East…” 

Roe had visited an ironmonger’s shop and saying he was red sat down in the chair. An hour later it was no ced 
that his lips were blue and found that he had quietly passed away. Roe was buried in the graveyard of St Andrew’s 
Church, Epsom. And so passed one of the most colourful characters of the early years of the Manukau Harbour. 

Sandra Coney 

This not-seen-before photo, da ng from the 1860s, shows 
two of Ma hew Roe’s sons, Sam and Alf, in front, with 
men who are probably employees of their father from the      
Cornwallis Steam Sawmill at Kakamatua. Photo Auckland 
Public Library 

Ma hew Henry Roe in his mature years 

Photo Ancestry 

Ma hew Roe in 
top hat and tails 
with millhands 
using mberjacks 
to bring ashore 
logs at his Kauri 
Point sawmill in 
Onehunga. 

 Photo Burton 
Bros, Te Papa 
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EASY WINTER DISHES

FROM ADRIENNE PEEK 

WEEKEND SURPRISE 

440g Can Baked Beans or Spaghe  
4 Eggs 
2 Slices of Ham or 3 to 4 Slices of Bacon 
1 Tablespoon Bu er or some Grated Cheese 
½ Cup Bread Crumbs 

Pour the beans or spaghe  into a greased casserole dish. Lightly beat 
the eggs and pour over the beans or spaghe . Cut the ham or bacon 
into small pieces and place on top of egg mixture. Melt the bu er (if 
using) and combine with the bread crumbs or mix the bread crumbs 
with the grated cheese and sprinkle on top of the ham or bacon. Bake 
at 190 degrees for about 15-20 minutes un l heated through. You can 
also place slices of tomato on top of the bread crumb mixture. 

LEMON OR LIME CUPCAKES 

1 Cup Flour 
1 Cup Sugar 
2 Tablespoons Lemon or Lime Zest 
2 Tablespoons Melted Bu er or Margarine 
2 Eggs 
1 Tablespoon Lemon or Lime Juice 
2 Teaspoons Baking Powder 
1 Teaspoon Vanilla Essence 
½ Teaspoon Salt 

Place the eggs, melted bu er or margarine, and juice into a cup 
and s r. Fill the cup up to reach 1 cup level with milk. Place all 
the other ingredients into a bowl and pour the milk mixture on 
top and s r. Place the mixture into greased cupcake pans and 
bake at 160 degrees for 20 minutes. 

ICING 

1 ½ Cups Icing Sugar 
1 Teaspoon Lemon or Lime Zest 
½ Teaspoon Vanilla 
1 Teaspoon Bu er or Margarine 
2 Tablespoons Lemon or Lime Juice 

Mix all ingredients together and add water to make a nice thick consistency. Ice cupcakes when they 
are cold. ENJOY.
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Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575 
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Another month gone! The Museum has 
been surviving with the. help of the few 
dedicated volunteers that we have. We 
are still looking for more. 

On 31st July we have our A.G.M. in the 
Huia Hall at 12.30 p.m. start. Come and 
find out more about your community 
asset. 

Then on Monday 24th October we will 
once again be holding our Fruit Cake 
competition. This year we have 
decided to allow men to enter as well. 
Actually, we never thought to ask you! 
So, if you are interested in cooking, 
come and have a go. Show us women, 
that men can do it too! Cakes need to 
be at the Museum by 10.30 a.m. 

The cakes go on sale after the 
competition. 

Armistice Sunday will be on 13th 
November. Again, more details later. 

I have been reading through some more 
of Sam Fletcher’s writings and came 
across some history about my own 
property. 

Gibbon’s ‘Niagara’ mill, situated on the 
flat near the mouth of the Karamatura, 
was said to be the first in the Huia Bay, 
to begin cutting in the 1850’s. (this is 
now where Linda Pirimona lives). 

Driven by a water wheel, from a 
receiving dam sited between the 
Auckland Council’s picnic area and 
what is now my property today. 

 By excavating a high cutting to divert 
the creek for the dam, the water was 
then channeled through a long race, 
passing behind my house and crossing 
the public road to the mill on beach, 
through Linda’s flat. 

Besides powering the mill, logs of 
convenient size, were floated through it, 
leaving the larger logs to be hauled from 
the receiving dam by bullocks. 

(Remnants of this channel are still 
visible behind my house.) 

For how long it was used, is unknown, 
but the first receiving dam was sited 
several chains downstream from the 
one in the cutting, the earth wing on the 
Auckland Council’s side of the creek, 
being still recognisable. 

The strange shape of the four and half 
acres, once my parents farm, and now 
the picnic area, is here explained. It was 
surveyed and purchased for one 
purpose. A dam site! 

Was it a later decision to divert the 
creek, prompted by a desire for a 
greater volume of water through the 
race to improve the performance of the 
mill? Or was it in the original scheme to 
keep the mill working while the diversion 
was being excavated? 

We can only speculate. 

Come and find more interesting stories 
from Sam and support the museum! 
Entrance $5.00. Children under 12 free 

per person
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A fishy journey from Parau 

The Lower Nihotupu Dam does more than just help keep Aucklanders supplied with water – it has a 
key role in the lifespan of New Zealand's longfin and shortfin eels. 

A recent article in the 
Sunday Star Times 
highlighted the lengths a 
team of dedicated experts 
take to ensure the  species 
continues to thrive. 

Watercare operates the 
dam and nets are set in it to 
catch and move the eels out 
so they can migrate and 
breed. The baby eels 
(elvers) and adults are able 
to climb out of the dam 
when it spills but otherwise 
need  human help. When 
the nets are brought in the eels are checked to ensure they are ready to migrate, including having a 
blue ring around their eyes to help them see in the depths of the ocean, elongated heads to make 
them more streamlined and their stomachs should have changed from yellow to silver so their 
predators mistake the silver for sunlight. Suitable eels are taken to an estuary on Manukau Harbour 
where there's a mix of fresh and salt water to help them adapt. But if they don't want to migrate they 
can live in the estuary or find their way back to the dam. 

Every year between February and June the eels go off to breed and although scientists are not 
certain exactly where, they believe it is possibly between New Caledonia and Fĳi. 

The females release up to 1.5 to three million shortfin eggs and between one and 20 million longfin to 
be fertilised by the males. After they spawn the eels die and the larvae drift back to New Zealand 
over six to eight months. 

“The entire migration is pretty risky,” Niwa scientist Dr Don Jellyman told the Sunday Star Times.  
“Somehow eels from all over New Zealand manage to arrive sort of at the same time to do this thing.” 

Shortfin eels are not threatened in New Zealand but longfin numbers are declining and Dr Jellyman  
says anything we can do to enhance the migration of eels to the sea is worthwhile. 

The full article was published in the Sunday Star Times on June 12
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Post 
Office 

Titirangi 
Medical 
Centre

Ti rangi 
Village 

Church 

R O 
WE ARE 
HERE

Open 8.00 am to 5.00 pm Weekdays 
All Hours Phone (09) 817 8069 

FAMILY PLANNING 

FAMILY HEALTH 

ACCIDENTS 

ACUPUNCTURE 

TRAVEL HEALTH 

VACCINATIONS 

HEALTH CHECKS 

HOME VISITS MINOR 

SURGERY

Titirangi Medical Centre Ltd.
PROCARE 

2  Rangiwai Road,  Titirangi,  Auckland 0604 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range  of general practice services 

for you and your family.

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to serve 
the community and the wider  

West Auckland catchment. 
No appointments necessary

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys 

OUR HOURS ARE: 
Monday: closed 

Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 
Late night Wednesday & Thursdays: 

9.30 am to 7pm  
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm 

Sundays:10.00 am to 1.00 pm 
Ladies and Girls haircuts  

on Tuesday and Wednesdays only

PHONE 09 827 6526 
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com

Local 
Liquor

New World 
Supermarket

WE ARE 
HERE
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We always welcome visitors to our sta on but one family who visited us last month was par cularly so. 
The visitors were Janene Gurnell and her family and the last me most of the team saw Janene she was 
very sick indeed. 
At 3.11 am on March 28 of this year the brigade was responded to a “red 1” medical call to Janene’s 
home in Tane Road. A “red 1” is a high priority call which means that the pa ent needs urgent medical 
help. Five brigade members responded in the brigade's medical vehicle and one in his own car. 
The crew 
members were 
carrying out an 
ini al 
assessment 
when Janene 
suffered a 
cardiac arrest 
and stopped 
breathing . They 
immediately 
began CPR. They 
a ached an 
automa c 
defibrillator but 
it did not 
recommend 
shocking the 
pa ent. 
A message was 
sent to Firecom and passed onto St John that the Janene was “code purple” which indicated that her life 
was in danger and urgent assistance was needed. Two ambulances had been dispatched one from 
Waitakere Hospital and another from elsewhere in West Auckland. A highy-trained cri cal care 
paramedic was also turned out from South Auckland. 
When St John crews arrived they took the lead with the brigade members con nuing CPR. The cri cal 
care paramedic arrived and carried out advanced medical procedures to the point where the Janene 
could be taken to hospital about an hour later. But Janene s ll faced major challenges, suffering cardiac 
arrests twice in hospital and other medical complica ons. At one stage her family was warned that she 
had only a 15% chance or survival. 
Over the next weeks Janene fought back and thanks to excellent medical care at Auckland and North 
Shore Hospitals she was discharged from hospital on May 2 and has since been convalescing at home 
On Wednesday July 20 she came to the Laingholm Fire sta on with her family to meet members of the 
first responder crew who had been instrumental in her survival. Some of the St John staff who had been 
an essen al link were there too and Janene was able to thank them all for her survival. 
It was a joyous occasion for the emergency services personnel because very few people who suffer 
medical events as serious as what Janene experienced survive. The hospital staff told Janene that she 
would have had no chance of survival had she been without the ini al interven on of the first response 
team. We wish Janene all the best for the future and are delighted to have played a role in her survival
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It was certainly 
wet last month 
and we were 
called out to the 
intersection of 
Huia Road and 
Exhibition 
Drive where 
storm water had 
caused flooding 
in a home as 
well as washing 
down large 
quantities of 
gravel, making 
the surface 
dangerous, 
especially for 
two-wheeled 
vehicles. We were able to divert the water away from properties and get as much as we could off the 
surface. We called for the council to attend and they did so a few hours later

We have started wondering if Christmas has come 
early. For years we have been asking for the issue of a 
thermal imaging camera. Last month a brand new one 
turned up on station and it had our name on it ! 
Thermal imaging cameras are handheld electronic 
devices designed for detecting heat. They are useful in 
firefighting for detecting and measuring heat in places 
like electric wiring. Crews going in to search a 
burning building take a camera with them and even 
when visibility is nil can see where the fire is building 
and even detect trapped victims. In outside fires they 
can be used to find hotspots which could cause the 
fire to flare up again. Picture shows Aaron Brens and 
Shaun Collins trying out the new camera

Do you have an old car, van or light truck taking 
up room on your lawn that you know has reached 
the end of its life and needs to be disposed of ? 
How about allowing it to do one last service and 
donate it to us for road crash rescue training ? It's 
something we need to cover regularly because 
time is the essence when serious road crashes 
occur with our tasks being to stabilise the vehicle, 
making sure it doesn't catch fire and gaining 
access to treat any injured. We ask that the 
vehicles be de-registered and we will then 
arrange collection and disposal. If you can help please phone chief officer Graeme Booth on 021764741 
or email him at graeme.booth@fireandemergency.nz



- 26 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 



The Roundabout Volume 57/6 August 2022  - 27 - 

• Switchboard upgrade and
replacement

• Powerpoint installa on
• Exterior & security lighting
• TV / Phone / Data
• LED lighting
• Bathroom/kitchen renova ons
• Power and hot water faults
• Security alarms and camera

installa on 
• House rewiring
• Garden lighting

Call today for a free quote! 
Quality workmanship at

compe ve rates guaranteed!

Phone: 0279462000 

Email: 
joachim@nobleelectrical.co.nz

Website:
www.nobleelectricalandlighting.co.nz

www.facebook.com/noble.electrical.ligh ng/
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Kia ora and gidday fishos, how goes the winter 
fishing in the big murky and beyond. Had no 
recent reports of Big Boys fishing over the bar, 
it's been too rough to get out there. Fishing in 
the harbour has been pretty quiet too but a 
young fella I know said he caught gurnard, 
kahawai and trevally off the rocks at Huia so 
perhaps that's the place to be.

Was reminiscing about my earlier fishing days, 
thinking it was a miracle I ever caught a fish I 
was so nautically inept and clueless. I was 
yarning to this fella on the beach who had just 
come back from fishing and he realised I was 
very green around the gills (forgive the pun). 
So he offered to take me fishing and teach me 
some skills. He said he'd been fishing for 40 
years and there wasn't much he didn't know 
about it. So off we go in his boat. Now I know 
he was trying to be helpful but it seems I didn't 
get a single thing right, starting with my rod. It 
was too long for a boat and I needed a short 
stubby one. It was rigged up all wrong and I 
was using the wrong sized sinkers etc. then 
when he found out I had taken two bananas he 
nearly went apoplectic. Throw them overboard 
now, he commanded. Can't I just eat the 
banana and throw the skins over, I asked but 
no way, he said and into the murky go the 
bananas and my lunch! Well for the next two 
hours I was chastised for bringing the wrong 
sort of bait, putting the bait on the hook the 
wrong way, not using the clutch properly and 
just cranking the fish in. I talked too loud which 
scared the fish away, I clanged my sinkers on 
the side of the boat which damaged the 
paintwork and so on....I was beginning to wish 
I'd never met this fella but I think what finally 
tipped him over the edge was that I was 
catching more fish than him! As the day went 
on he got quieter, there was a steely look in his 
eyes and his lips were drawn into a hard line. 
By the end of the day, despite all my mistakes 
and ineptness I had caught quite a few more 
fish than he had. When we got back to the 
beach I offered to go halves on all my fish with 
him but he refused coldly and as he 
disappeared over the horizon his parting shot 
was if you hadn't brought those bananas on 
board I'd have done better 

. I never saw him again but I'm sure he did give 
me some good fishing tips if I could only 
remember what.

Was reading an article in the fishing mag about 
the best baits for snapper. We all know 
snapper are opportunist scavengers and will 
eat anything (the best snapper I ever caught in 
the harbour I got with bits of rancid sausage 
and mussels marinated in chilli and garlic). 
According to this article snapper will even eat 
juvenile snapper but this cannibalistic 
behaviour seems to be counterproductive to 
Darwin's survival of the species.

I recently picked up a 10kg bucketful of yellow-
eyed mullet strewn along the beach, probably 
discarded from a net because, as I discovered, 
they are no flaming good for bait. I presented 
them in a variety of ways – whole, cut up and 
salted, soaked in their own guts. Not a bite and 
looks like their only use will be minced up for 
berley. 

Ok fishos, can't think of anything else to say 
nautically, must be joke time. 

Old fisho was dying and said to his wife I want 
you to marry Bill Higgins when I've gone. What 
on earth for, asked his wife. Because the mean 
bastard never gave me a cent for all those 
fishing trips I took him on.

Wife whispered to her husband, Bob I can hear 
someone moving about downstairs, are you 
awake. No, said Bob.

Fishos wife says to him, oh Wayne, last night I 
dreamed you gave me a beautiful diamond 
necklace, what do you think it means.         
Next day Wayne came home with a present for 
his wife – a book on the meaning of dreams.
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Well it has been cold and wet but the odd moments of winter sunshine has enabled dedicated 
gardeners to get outside, pull some weeds and generally pretend to be doing something useful in 
the veggie patch. 

At this time of the season we should all be starting to prepare for spring but personally I'm finding it 
hard to be motivated. But if you want home grown potatoes for Christmas dinner you need to start 
them sprouting now and after a failed crop last season I definitely want to put in some time and 
effort to get a better outcome this year. Rocket and Cliff's Kidney are good early seed potatoes 
while Swift are fast growing. If you want some colour you can add the red skinned Red Rascal or 
Desiree to the mix - they seem to do well in my patch. Seed can now be sown for the spring 
garden and in warmer areas carrots and radishes can be sown direct. Plant early season lettuce 
but remember slugs and snails will decimate them if given a chance. You can also continue with 
the winter staples of cabbage, cauliflower, silver beet and broad beans. Cut and dig in cover crops 
such as mustard, lupin and oats to add nutrients and organic matter to your soil. Now is a good 
time to replenish your herb garden with sage, coriander, thyme, rosemary and parsley. In the 
flower garden you should be picking your flowering bulbs such as daffodils, jonquils and hyacinths. 
Bring on spring! 

The Lady Green-fingers 
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The Forgotten 
Suburb 

Water.  It’s essential for all life.  Scientists look for 
evidence of water on other planets,  assuming that if life 
on Earth can’t exist without it, life can’t exist on any 
other planet without it either.   

But water is both a blessing and a curse.  We’ve seen 
the devastation caused by too much of the stuff, when 
it arrives in ultra abundance and rivers need wider 
channels to take it to the sea.  Sea level rise is 
threatening the very existence of communities across 
the Pacific.  But lack of water causes droughts and 
tinder dry vegetation ignites with devastating results. 

We try to control water.  We dig channels and build sea 
walls.  We store it in lakes and take it to where we want 
it, through a network of pipes.  But water has other 
ideas and will always try to escape and follow its own 
route ever downwards to the sea. 

We have seen this in the Forgotten Suburb from time to 
time - and very recently.  Did the land move and 
fracture the water main?  Or did the pipe burst and 
wash away the land?  Whatever the cause, the road 
collapsed half way along Laingholm Drive and it will take 
some time and a lot of money to fix.   

And then there was the Warner Park Avenue incident.  
One Saturday morning, water was bubbling out of the 
road, near a fire hydrant.  The storm drain channelled 
most of it away down through the reserve and to the 
bay.  The leak was reported to Watercare – multiple 
times.  It was all over the Laingholm Community 
Facebook page.  Two Local Board members got 
involved. After midday on Sunday, Watercare came to 
look for themselves.  The leak  had been logged as a 
“P4”.  (“P” stands for “priority”.   “P1” is top priority.)  
But it was clearly more than just a leaking fire hydrant – 
so traffic control was summoned.  All afternoon a 
Watercare vehicle was parked by the leak.  On the side 
of the truck were these words: 

Sure, all the dams in the Waitakere Ranges were over 
flowing but the water bubbling out of Warner Park 
Avenue was treated.  A lot of money is spent to treat 
that water that was just flowing into the Manukau 
Harbour. 

Traffic control arrived after dark and work commenced, 
under lights, to fix the leak.  It was completed after 
midnight and, very roughly, the road was patched.  For 
almost 48 hours “precious” water had been wasted.  
Watercare needs to take its own mantra a lot more 
seriously.                                   Laingholm Local 



The Roundabout Volume 57/6 August 2022  - 35 - 



- 36 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

More cost of living support &  
More tools to tackle crime and keep us safe

Dr Deborah Russell 
MP for New Lynn

More cost of living support

The first cost of living payment is set to go out on 1 August to those earning less than $70,000. 
Thismeans 81% of Kiwis aged 18 and over will receive either this new payment or the Winter 
Energy Payment this year to help with bills. The Cost of Living Payment is $350, split into 3 
monthly payments of $166.67.

To help ease the pressure from inflation, we’ve also extended the fuel tax cut, reduced road user 
charges and half price public transport for everyone until the end of January next year. This 
extension is one way we can help to make life more affordable, as well as providing more certainty 
in the face of volatile prices at the petrol pump. 

It will help reduce the fuel burden on businesses, keeping the cost of food and essential goods 
lower across the board.

We’re also fixing the supermarket sector and increasing competition to make sure Kiwis pay a fair 
price at the checkout. 

We know times are tough, but our Government will continue to provide support in the face of 
inflation to help families and businesses here in the New Lynn Electorate, and across the country 
to get ahead. 

More tools to tackle crime and keep us safe

The Government has announced further measures to tackle crime and gangs, as part of our work 
to keep our communities across New Zealand safe. 

The recent brazen gang activities that we’ve seen are completely unacceptable, and we’ve 
responded quickly with practical measures that build on our strong law and order record. 

To crack down on violent offending and other criminal activity, we’re introducing new targeted 
Police warrant and additional search powers to find and seize weapons from gang members 
during gang conflict. These changes will help Police to do their job and protect New Zealanders. 

We’re continuing to hit offenders where it hurts by taking their guns, cars and motorbikes and 
making it harder to launder money. The changes we’re making will see items such as watches, 
jewellery and vehicles added to the list of high value goods that can’t be sold for cash over certain 
amounts. 

We’re also enabling Police to seize cash over $10,000 when found in suspicious circumstances, 
well as expanding the range of offences that can lead to Police impounding cars, motorbikes and 
other vehicles. 

There’s no place for gun violence and intimidation on our streets or in our homes, and we’re 
establishing a new offence for firing a gun with the purpose of intimidation, which could see 
someone in prison for up to five years. 

We’re working to address the drivers of crime, reduce offending and stop young people becoming 
gang members in the first place. We will continue to do more on intervention and prevention, and 
we’re undertaking further work focusing on the youth justice system. 

As a Government, we’ve been working alongside Police, listening to what they believe will help 
hem to better do their job and have made these practical changes as a result.

Ngā mihi 
Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn
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Lorraine 
027 779 6077 



- 38 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

Book Reviews 
GEORGE WADSWORTH & I AN JOHNSON 

Barefoot at the Lake, A Memoir of Summer 
People and Water Creatures, by Bruce Fogle
The people are Bruce’s brother, Mother, father, 
Uncle, other children at the lake, locals, Indians 
and his special friend Grace. Nearly forgot 
Angus the dog. 
The animals are the birds, fish and wild life that 
abound in the wilderness at Long Point on Lake 
Chenong, North East of Toronto, where Bruce’s 
family spend their summer holidays at their 
cottage 
This is a wonderful delightful and charming 
account of the summer in 1954 when Bruce was 
10 years old. The book opens with an account of 
Bruce and Grace finding a dead heron on the 
lake shore. Then it is on to opening up the 
cottage after the winter. We meet Uncle Reub, 
Bruce’s mother’s older brother, staying with 
them for summer. He holds the children 
spellbound with his stories of Indian folklore and 
beliefs.  
Every chapter is about the comings and goings 
and the activities of Bruce during an idyllic 
summer, It is a fabulous read and not to be 
missed. I am sure it will bring back similar 
memories for many readers. 
Bruce grew up to be a veterinary surgeon and 
lived and worked in London for many years  He 
is the author of many books about pet care. 
Warm Beer and other Stories by Barry 
Crump
This book of short stories published in 1969 is in 
stark contrast to Barefoot at the Lake but is 
equally enjoyable.  
The characters although ordinary are “hard case” 
and the situations that they are in are far from 
ordinary. Even the titles are evocative of 
something unusual about to happen eg Crossed 
Wires, Double Scotch, That Way and so on. 
Mixed into all this is Barry Cr ump’s wry and 
sometimes dark sense of humour, Set mostly in 
the Outback, and countryside and bush they tell 
of a simpler way of life that nearly always ends 
with a surprise and the characters are totally 
believable. Although not in wide circulation it is 
in the Auckland libraries system and even if you 
read it years ago I guarantee you will enjoy 
every page again. 
My name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout
Lucy is in hospital recovering from an infection 
after an operation. Out of the blue her mother 

whom she has not seen or heard from for several 
years visits for five days .So begins the 
exploration of the relationship between the two 
women,which is very complex and fraught. Lucy 
is married with a husband and two children. We 
learn of her growing up, living in a garage with 
an abusive father and a brother and sister, also 
with whom she has had very little contact since 
she left home. 
Weaving this all together is the wonderful way 
Lucy tells her story. A simple hospital visit leads 
to her reassessing herself and life. 
The novel has been critically acclaimed and won 
high praise so it is not to be missed .

In The Wars, A Story of Conflict, Survival and 
Saving Lives, Dr Waheed Arian (Bantam Press, 
2021)
 I have reviewed several books in this column 
over recent years where the author survives the 
trauma of war and relates their experience 
usually after seeking asylum and resettling in an 
adopted country. Most have involved those who 
have made their new lives in New Zealand. Each 
story and journey of survival is unique and 
special and I have appreciated every one of these 
books.  
This one is special in what the author has 
achieved and also what he continues to work and 
fight for. Waleed Arian was born in Afghanistan 
and lived most of his early life there and in the 
refugee camps of Pakistan. As a young boy, in 
2015 he founded Arian Teleheal, a pioneering 
global charity that connects doctors in war zones 
and low-resource countries with their 
counterparts in the US, UK, Europe and 
Australia. Together, learning from each other, 
they save and change lives of those in similar 
situations to those that Waheed experienced as a 
young man.  
From the publisher’s blurb, “this is the 
extraordinary memoir of a boy who dreamed 
about helping others, a tale of courage, ambition 
and unwavering resilience against all odds 
&quot;. Waheed also gives a deep insight into 
the political situation in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, and how the rise of various militant 
factions affects day-to-day life. It is quite 
different to hear this background from someone 
that has lived it rather than from journalists 
reports and interpretations. The humanity in this 
book shines through. 
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WestWards 

Standing for the
Waitākere Ranges Local Board

WestWards will champion practical solutions that create and underpin strong vibrant 
communities which can respond positively to change. 

We will protect our heritage areas while improving infrastructure both urban and rural. 

WestWards supports public transport options that meets genuine access needs for all of our community. 
We will invest in cleaner greener and more efficient ways of getting around, but without throwing common 
sense and ratepayer money out of the window. 

Westwards wants the Waitākere Ranges to be a place where people can live, work, and thrive. Where 
residents can enjoy everything our beautiful area has to offer and embrace our outdoor way of life. 
WestWards will support people in their voluntary care and protection of the environment and ensure 
community funding delivers tangible outcomes. 

This means fighting for vibrant community centres unlocking their potential and ensuring attractive 
development that suits people’s needs. We will champion projects that engage our youth, providing them 
with opportunities and developing skills to thrive in their future in our area. 

Westwards will work closely with police to voice and address the needs of our community to feel and be 
safe and secure. 

If you want
 

Council jobs DONE ONCE and done RIGHT - not patch on failure 
 

Clean, safe, and vibrant communities - where people want to live 
 

Free-flowing transport options, that work for ALL - including cars 
 

Consideration for the needs of local businesses and shoppers 
 

More footpaths, road maintenance, and parking – no more speed humps 
 

Help sports clubs and voluntary community groups stay afloat 
 

Protection for our heritage, environment, and Kiwi way of life 
 

Reduce Council’s operating costs before asset sales and rate rises 
Then please vote for us ! 

Ken Turner, Michelle Clayton

Rob Gore, Linda Potauaine, Angus Cathcart,

Allan Geddes

Authorised by Ken Turner, 213 Woodlands Park Rd, Ti rangi, Auckland 0604, Tel: 0220872965
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LDCA Annual General Meeting

The AGM of the Laingholm and District Citizens Association will be held on 
Tuesday, 23 rd August at 7pm in the Laingholm Hall. 

This will be a short meeting to attend to the usual business of an Incorporated 
Society. All residents of Laingholm and district are welcome to attend however. 
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         Pony Tales

Our working bee was a great success. From putting the wheelbarrow together, to mulching, weeding and planting  
everyone helped to turn a barren, crumbling bank, into a stabilised area with lots of new, native plants.

All our horses enjoyed being involved in a special pony ride morning for the kids of Laingholm 
Kindergarten. The kindy overlooks some of our horse paddocks, so it was wonderful to have the 
kids and parents over and share some time with them.

We also had our monthly Club Day, during which we got lots of work done on our paddocks for our 
club ponies, as well as sharing time together grooming and caring for all the horses, having some 
rides, and doing some groundwork!

Don’t forget to come to our next Community Pony Rides Day, always on the irst Sunday of the 
month, from 3-4pm.  
For enquiries call Louise on 0274991732,  
or see www.huiaroadhorseclub.weebly.com

We would like to advise that our AGM will be held onsite on Saturday the 27th of August at 2pm.

Despite the super soggy weather, we managed to have a horse and pony-filled, busy and fun 
school holidays. The gumboots all got a workout, but it is lovely in the paddocks, whatever the 
weather. We managed to dodge the rain on the last Sunday of the holidays, to hold a planting 
working bee. 
Thanks to EcoMatters, we had new wheelbarrows and tools to use for planting coprosma, 
mapou and harakeke behind our arena.  
We really appreciated the EcoMatters’ Love Your Neighbourhood assistance, supported by 
the Waitākere Ranges Local Board. And thank you to all our families who came out under 
grey skies to make this happen. The horses will all enjoy the shade and screening that the 
trees will provide as they grow. The native plants will also help to stabilise our bank, and keep 
noxious weeds at bay. There will be plenty more working bees using our new tools! 
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Proof-reading
$22 per thousand words 

Proofing and suggstions for style $33 
Free sample - send 500 words - no charge 

Ann.English.clear@icloud.com 

Fitness class, star ng in Huia Hall. 

Ring Pam, 8118628, for detail 

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years 

experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505
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FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE
The Huia Fishing and Family Club, 
48 Foster Bay Avenue.

HUIA HALL FORRENT
Lovely environment, easy parking, 
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100. 
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 
021 142 0563 or Email:
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE?
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm 
Primary School Hall and Community 
Room are available for private or 
community group use. Community 
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is 
$40 per hour. 
Use of kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGEHALL
Now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL
Phone 817 5140

HALLS FOR HIRE 
EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance 111 
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE 817 0040 
HENDERSON POLICE STATION 839 0600 
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION 817 5475 
HUIA FIRE STATION 811 8885 
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867 
WATERCARE 442 2222 
AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069 
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888 
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE 817 6772 
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY 817 7102 
MEALS ON WHEELS 828 5812 
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE 817 8012 
TOUGHLOVE GROUP 624 4364 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266 
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman)) 816 9018

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER    SCHOOL 817 4386 
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN 817 4372 
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE 817 3489 
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE 390 8828

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU    0800 367 222 818 8634

CARL HARDING 811 8672 
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 021 304916 
TED TURNER, (by appointment) 817 3073 
JENNY MACINTYRE, Marriage & Funeral   021 434837

CELEBRANTS & 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

COUNSELLING 

EDUCATION 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

SERVICES 
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MPfor NewLynn 

Dr Deborah 
Russell

,ParliamentBuildings,WellingtonAuthorisedbyDeborahRussellMP 

09 8206245 
newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz
POBox 151111,NewLynn,Auckland 0640 

/DeborahRussellLabour @beefaerie
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Get more involved in your community.
The Roundabout team would love to see
you.
The Roundabout is a totally voluntary
organisation using editorial and wri ng
skills, desktop publishing, computer
graphics, printing, logis cs and
administrative skills.

If you have any of these skills or just want
to catch up on what is happening in the
neighbourhood, come along to the
Laingholm Village hall on the first
Wednesday of each month.
Help with colla on, have a good gossip
and a great morning tea. You will not
regret it.

Akuhata 2022/Putanga 57/6 

Dr  Michelle Conning                              
BHB MBChB FRNZCGP  

Dr Stephen Wong  
MBChB Dip.Obst.Paed FRACGP  

Grad Dip Sports Med  

Dr Su-Lin Boey  
MbChb DCH FRNZCGP  

Dr Rorie Brown 
BSc MD CFFP    

Dr Vivien Teh 
MBChB MRNZCGP

Tel 09 817 8069, Fax 09 817 8067 -PO Box 60107, Titirangi, 


