
The Roundabout Volume 58/9   November 2023 - 1 - 

November 2023/Volume 58/09 



- 2 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

Dr  Michelle Conning                              

BHB MBChB FRNZCGP

Dr Stephen Wong  

MBChB Dip.Obst.Paed FRACGP  

Grad Dip Sports Med 

Dr Su-Lin Boey  

MbChb DCH FRNZCGP 

Dr Rorie Brown 



The Roundabout Volume 58/9   November 2023 - 3 - 

Huia 
Here we come!                   

Nov 12th

To find out why        See page 10 

To see what our  
Volunteers have  

had to do this  
Month  

Check out pages 
6-7 & 44-45 

What are our schools doing? 

Ti rangi Rudolf Steiner     pages 12-13 

Laingholm     pages 30-31 

Woodlands Park    pages  34-35 

Find out on page 42

Book Reviews 

Page40 

Whats cooking? 
See page 46 

Ti rangi  

Library  

Programmes 

Page 26  

And don’t forget our advertisers! 



- 4 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 6th December 2023 

The deadline for ALL copy is   

Monday 27th November 2023 

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 

Roundabout will be sent monthly by the 
Roundabout Society. They may be paid via internet 

banking to: 
Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt payment is always appreciated

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES 

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)   $91 

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)  $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)  $36 

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)  $27 

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)   $2

November 2023   Vol 58/9 Contact Phone No: 817-4658

LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING 
Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous articles or those with just pseudonyms 
will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT 
All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be 
reproduced provided that the source is acknowledged and 
the author’s permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS 
The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Committee for the Roundabout or their helpers, 
or the committees that they represent. Whilst every 
endeavour is made to print the truth, the Management 
Committee for the Roundabout can accept no responsibility 
for any printed article or advertisement printed herein. The 
responsibility for each article or advertisement remains with 
the group, or person, or persons who submitted them for 
publication. 

As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the right 
to edit where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you, 

the contributor, from any action that could be taken, 
and to keep the tone of our publication high. Editing is 
done by the Roundabout production team. All political 
adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. 
Advertisers should be aware that the liability of the 
Roundabout Management Committee for any errors 
ofomission or commission is limited to the refund of 
any money which the advertiser may have paid for the 
appearance of the offending advertisement in any 
issue of the Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES 
We prefer to have artwork and artic es submitted 
e ectronica y wherever possib e. The on ine address 
is: theroundabout.editoria @gmai .com.  

nc uding the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject 
ine ensures that your materia  goes into the current 
copy fo der and avoids accidenta  oss. t a so he ps 
us if you provide contact detai s for invoicing and to 
he p sort out any prob ems that may arise. Common 
formats inc uding *.docx, *.pdf , *.jpg and *.png fi es 
are preferred. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION 

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of 
charge by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, 
Parau, Cornwallis and Huia areas. We are happy to 
mail copies outside the free delivery area at a cost of 
$45 for ten issues (March to December). However, 
the latest issues can be found at our web-page: 
theroundabout.org.nz

Chairman: Graeme Booth              817-4658 
Treasurer: Doreen Sunman  Secretary: Frances Rodden    
Accounts: Gina Towl                     Printer: Neil Thomas 
Advertising: Keith Towl               Production: Kevin Gill 
Circulation & Deliveries:   Corrinne Thomas 022 319 3995 
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A new JP 
We have some good news for our area with a new JP recently appointed. 

Responding to a noticeable shortage of Justices of the Peace in the Roundabout 
district well-known Laingholm local Doreen Sunman has taken up the challenge. 
After a comprehensive training programme over the last few months Doreen was 

officially installed as a JP in the Auckland District Court on October 9.  
Doreen is involved in several West Auckland organisations and this new role will 

make her a fulltime volunteer! She will ease into the role over the next few 
weeks and plans to be fully operational in the new year. 

Pictured are Alan Martin JP (President of the Auckland JP Association), 
District Court Judge Peter Winter and Doreen Sunman JP. 
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SPRING TREATS
By ADRIENNE PEEK

FIVE-SPICE KUMARA WITH BOK CHOY & NOODLES 

500 Grams Kumara - peeled and chopped 
1 2 Teaspoon Five Spice Powder 
Pinch Chilli Powder 
1 Teaspoon Sea Salt        
2 Tablespoons Soya Sauce   
¼ Cup Sunflower Oil - approximately 
1 or 2 packets of Udon Noodles 
6 Spring Onions or ½ Chopped Onion 
Small Piece Chopped Ginger or 1 Heaped Teaspoon of Ginger 
from Jar 
Splash of Chilli Sauce or 1 chopped Chilli 
2 Bunches Bok Choy - chopped 
Extra Soya and Toasted Pumkin seeds to garnish 

Place chilli powder, spice, salt, soya and 1 tablespoon of oil in a bowl and toss kumara pieces in the mixture. 
Cook at 180 degrees for approx. 25 minutes, turning half way through.  
While the kumara is cooking, heat some oil in a pan, add onions, ginger, chilli sauce and fry for several minutes. 
Add the bok choy and cook for several minutes. Cook the noodles for 2 minutes. Plate the bok choy and 
noodles and place the kumara on top with a little soya and seeds on top. Serve. 

GINGER AND LIME OR LEMON KISSES 

80 Grams Soft Butter or Margarine 
½ Cup Caster Sugar 
2 Tablespoons Golden Syrup    
2 Eggs 
1 ¼ Cups Flour 
2 Teaspoons Ginger Powder 
1 teaspoon Cinnamon 
¼ Teaspoon Baking Soda 

Combine all ingredients and place small spoonfuls on a baking tray lined with baking paper. Allow plenty of 
room for spreading. Cook at 170 degrees for about 10 minutes. When cool make up icing with a little melted 
butter, juice of a lemon or lime and the rind. Thicken with icing sugar and spread on top of the biscuits.
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TRSS - upcoming events 
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Book Reviews 
G E OR G E  WA D SW O R TH  &  IA N  JO H N SO N 

The Last Devil to Die by Richard Osman
The Thursday Murder club is at it again. 
Kumlesh, an old friend and antiques dealer has been 
murdered and his shop ransacked All the club members 
are back in action. Ron has fallen out with Pauline over the 
best time to unwrap Christmas presents, Ibrahim is visiting 
Connie, a drug dealer who is in prison. He opens up about 
his earlier life as the novel goes on, Joyce still has her eyes 
on any new male residents in the village and meets Mervyn 
who is having a passionate on line romance with Tatania 
but is she for real? Elizabeth and Stephen are plotting 
together as Stephen’s life is ebbing away as Alzheimers 
takes its toll. In the course of the club’s investigation with 
the help of Donna and Chris, two local police officers who 
have been taken off investigating Kumlesh’s murder by the 
National Crime Unit, three leading drug dealers and a 
forger are also murdered and Tatania is dealt with. What 
more do you want? 
I love Richard Osman’s sense of humour, he is very funny 
and this novel is a fun read. In addition the author writes 
very movingly, sensitively and seriously about Stephen’s 
Alzheimers. - read the acknowledgements {after you have 
read the novel} to find out why. 

Sorrow and Bliss by Meg Mason
Martha Friel is the daughter of a minor poet and an 
alcoholic mother who acts and sculpts.She has a sister, 
Ingrid.When she was 17 she suddenly became mentally ill 
“a little bomb went off” in her brain. Some days she cannot 
get out of bed. Her life is sympathetically told and the author 
shows a deep understanding of mental illness which is 
cleverly never specified. At middle age, her long suffering 
husband, Patrick leaves her as her illness resurfaces and 
she is forced to go back home. This deut novel is funny in 
parts but deals seriously with an affliction which many 
people have, and according to the author, has put into 
words what people feel but do not have the words to 
express. A serious issue deftly handled leaving much to 
think about.author writes very movingly, sensitively and 
seriously about Stephen’s Alzheimers. - read the 
acknowledgements {after you have read the novel} to find 
out why. 

Sorrow and Bliss by Meg Mason 
Martha Friel is the daughter of a minor poet and an 
alcoholic mother who acts and sculpts.She has a sister, 
Ingrid.When she was 17 she suddenly became mentally ill 
“a little bomb went off” in her brain. Some days she cannot 
get out of bed. Her life is sympathetically told and the author 
shows a deep understanding of mental illness which is 
cleverly never specified. At middle age, her long suffering 
husband, Patrick leaves her as her illness resurfaces and 
she is forced to go back home. This deut novel is funny in 
parts but deals seriously with an affliction which many 
people have, and according to the author, has put into 

words what people feel but do not have the words to 
express. A serious issue deftly handled leaving much to 
think about. 
Catherine Chidgey would have to be one of the best New 
Zealand living novelists. Her most recent novel, Pet (Te 
Herenga Waka University Press, 2023), follows Justine 
Grieve as a 12-year old student in 1984 and pivots between 
then and 2014 where she visits her father who now has 
dementia and lives in a rest home. In 1984 Justine is 
dealing with her mother’s recent death and her father’s 
grief, as they struggle to come to terms with what has 
happened. At school, she has a new charismatic teacher, 
Angela Price, who favours several of the popular girls and 
they are regarded as the teacher’s pets. Justine and her 
best friend, Amy are not amongst them. Justine is kept 
behind after school one day and she tells Mrs Price about 
her mother’s death and health issues. All of a sudden, she 
becomes the latest pet.  Various items in the class start to 
go missing, and Amy cops the blame by innuendo.  Then 
tragedy hits the class – I will leave the 1984 plot there.  In 
2014 where she now visits her father, she becomes 
unnerved by one of the carers in the rest home who has an 
eerie likeness to someone from her past. In some ways the 
plot seems unbelievable but this book is so well-written this 
becomes irrelevant. What we have is a chilling 
psychological thriller that captures the atmosphere of 
Wellington of the 1980s and deals with themes of 
vulnerability, disorientation and manipulation. Catherine 
Chidgey has won the NZ Best Fiction award twice before. 
This rates up there with those previous novels. 

Many years ago, I read a book by John Banville. He is a 
seriously good novelist. I was surprised to find that over 
recent years he has been writing crime novels, the latest 
being The Lock-Up, (Faber, 2023) which takes place in 
1950’s Dublin. Rosa Jacobs is found dead in a garage and 
the immediate assumption is that it is a suicide. But DI John 
Strafford and the Irish State pathologist Dr Quirke believe 
that this is murder and set about trying to find the 
perpetrator(s) and why. Quirke and Strafford are an odd 
combination and do not get on but manage to remain 
professional. Quirke is recently widowed and subduing his 
grief with alcohol. Strafford appears to be separated but 
really doesn’t know why- his way of dealing with this in 
constantly working and avoiding the issue. Investigation 
involves digging into the intrigues of a wealthy German 
family living in the Irish countryside, their links to Israel, and 
two other deaths of investigative journalists that maybe 
related. I won’t go any deeper into the plot but political and 
church machinations at the highest level are involved. The 
story seems to start very slowly. This is deceptive as the 
story develops into a smouldering thriller and the end is a 
shock. The author’s skill in revealing the plot, evoking the 
atmosphere of Dublin and depicting the main characters 
makes this a genuine crime novel, not just a thriller.



Dirk’s Works 
Insured - Qualified

All tree work - let light in, pruning, thinning, 

hedges, fruit trees, dead tree removals 

10% discount within 15 minutes of 
Cornwallis 

Section cleanups 

Some handyman services 
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Did you think that the weed bins                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

had forgotten The Forgotten Suburb? They hadn’t 

been seen in Laingholm for several months.  Where 

had they gone?  There is a simple explanation.  Like 

most things – weed bins cost money and the funding 

for the weed bin programme had run out.  It was not 

just The Forgotten Suburb that was mourning the loss 

of the weed bins – none of the other usual locations 

had them either.  Even the permanent ones – like the 

one at Huia – had gone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

But the good news is – they’re back   Labour 

Weekend saw two bins parked at the Laingholm Hall 

carpark and, by the end of the weekend, they were 

full.  Residents of the Forgotten Suburb clearly 

appreciate these bins.  This is, after all, reputed to be 

the weediest suburb in the weediest city in the world.  

How sad   Once, in a long-forgotten time, Laingholm 

was a suburb of giant trees – kauri, kahikatea, totara, 

rimu, tanekaha and others.  They were felled – or 

burnt – to make way for farming.  When farming 

ceased, the weeds took over.  The wet weather that 

we’ve been experiencing the whole of this year 

seems to suit those invasive exotic species very well.  

Haven’t they grown   The war against these weeds 

seems never ending and impossible to win.  But every 

section, every piece of Council reserve or road 

reserve cleared of weeds is a battle won.  And these 

weeds can go in the weed bins  

A word of warning, though; the bins are only for 

weeds.  Native plants like flax, nikau and so on do not 

belong in them.  And household rubbish is definitely 

not for these bins.  Please – use the bins the way they 

are meant to be used, if they are abused, we may lose 

them for ever. 

The permanent bin is back at the Huia Domain.  The 

bins will be at the Laingholm Hall again on these 

weekends:  20-21 January and 13-14 April.  Laingholm 

has not been forgotten  

Laingholm Local 

The Forgotten Suburb 



Doreen Sunman 
Independent Distributor since 1985 

Phone: 817 6486 
Mob: 021 143 2388 

Email:dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

811 8692, 021 301 575 
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           Laingholm & District                   
Community Emergency Response Group 

The recent storms, slips, power outages and extreme weather events are reminding us that it is 
important to be prepared - as families and households but also as a neighbourhood community. 

The Most Important Preparedness Gear on $100 Budget 

1 - Water Storage Container 
Clean drinking water is the #1 supplies item to have. It costs almost nothing when we have services 
and roads, but if services and roads are cut off for a few days it quickly becomes precious. 
The container needs to be made of quality stable plastic that doesn’t leach contaminants into water 
and contains no BPA. It should have good carry handles and a tap that is not flimsy or easily broken. 
The best plastic for water storage is HDPE - what house water tanks are made of. 
The best we found is Marquee 25L Water Container With Tap from Bunnings - costs only $29. 
Make this your first preparedness item, fill it with tap or filtered water, store away from sunlight and 
replace the water annually. Store one 25L container per 2-3 people (for 3-5 days of drinking water). 

2 - Cellphone Car Charger 
In many kinds of emergency situations your cellphone will be the first tool for getting important 
information and for checking up on and coordinating with your family. Plus it has a basic torch. 
You need to have a dependable way of recharging your cellphone when the power is off and your 
power banks are depleted. The most common reliable power source is your car. Some newer cars 
have USB ports which can charge your cellphone - check yours. You may need to turn the car on - 
first click of the key, or push Start without the pedal - but you shouldn’t need to run the engine. 
If your car doesn’t have a built-in USB charger, look for a cigarette lighter or a round 12V accessory 
socket - you can buy a Car USB Charger that goes there. These are sold everywhere, even in 
supermarkets and petrol stations - usually for around $10. Keep one in your car for emergencies. 

3 - Emergency Camping Cooker + Hot Water Bottle 
Third priority item is a portable camping gas cooker. It is for: 1) emergency cooking if the electricity is 
out for days, 2) boiling water for hot drinks (great way to warm up during winter power outages), and 
3) filling hot water bottles (the best way to keep warm at night during winter power outages). 
At Mitre 10: Single Burner Butane Stove is $29 and Butane Canisters 4 Pack (fuel) is $7.50. 
Buy in advance - these fly off the shelves in bad weather! Hot Water Bottle is $8 (one per person). 
Remember that cooking with gas needs to be done outdoors or in a well ventilated area. 

You can also buy all of this equipment through us and pick up locally in Laingholm! 
Use this link: waitakere.org.nz/product-category/equipment or freephone: 0800 007 008 

This is Article 3 in our preparedness series. Cut this page out and collect the other issues to make a 
small prep booklet you can keep for handy reference.

by Valera Koltsov & Steven Price 
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Labour Weekend has been and gone and it normally signals the start of 
spring gardening for many enthusiasts. But while the weather was okay 
it quickly turned cold again making it difficult to nurture young seedlings 
and there's still quite a lot of tidying up to do such as weeding, dead 
heading and feeding the soil.  

Now can be the time to plant peas, beans, carrots and salad greens but 
I find it's too early to plant chillies and peppers. Tomatoes can be 
planted now but again I find it is often better to wait a bit longer and in 
the meantime dozens of self-seeded ones pop up randomly throughout 
the garden.  

This is a good time of the year to freshen up the herb patch, cutting 
back some such as thyme to encourage new growth. Unfortunately 
slugs, snails and other creepy crawlies also enjoy the spring weather 
and love to dine out on young seedlings so deal to them in your 
preferred manner. Encourage bees for pollination purposes. 

Roses are blooming at the moment but might like some fertiliser and 
keep an eye on them for pests and diseases. Marigolds can help with 
this because as well as adding brilliant colour to your veggie patch they 
help keep away aphids. 

So keep weeding, ward off those pesky slugs and snails, protect 
yourself from the rain and sun and watch your garden flourish in the 
warmer weather.
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Kia ora and gidday fishos, well I have been advised by a fishing mate to stop moaning about the 
lack of fish or else what few readers I've got will defect to the recipe page for something a bit 
more cheerful. So off to a positive spin. Big boys fishing over the bar has been good all winter 
and according to a mate of mine getting even better. 55m seems to be the favourite posse while 
a mate went out to 75m and didn't do all that well. Fishing out there is vastly different to harbour 
fishing where we fish the banks, edges of channels etc. Out there it goes by depths mainly and it 
drops off very slowly so even 55m is a long way out. 

Was out at Little Huia last week and quite a few boats were coming in that had been over the bar. 
There was a fella and his Mrs so I said have you been over the bar and she said yes, without 
elaborating. Did you do any good, I asked. Yes, she said. What did you catch, I asked. Snapper 
she said. Her monosyllabic answers were getting monotonous – it was like pulling teeth! Was it 
rough out there, I asked. No, she replied and glowered at me. I gave up and slunk off, maybe 
she'd had a row with the old man. Anyway, enough irrelevant talk and on to more informative 
stuff. 

I have a book called The Fisherman's Bible which is mind-bogglingly comprehensive. Pages of 
fish species including many I've never heard of such as oil fish, five-finger sucker fish and 
bastard trumpeter! There are pages of tying knots and rigging hooks, a whole chapter on fishing 
rules but little on actual fishing techniques. However another little treasure is a book called Fish 
Galore by Laurie Reece. Now this one is a bit more meaty and there's a whole chapter and maps 
of fishing possies in the Manukau. For those who still row there's a handy guide to easy rowing 
possies, one being Green Bay. However you have to carry your dinghy, plus your own gear, 
down a flight of steps to the beach and presumably carry it back plus your catch when you return. 
Anyhow, should you feel compelled to do this, then row about 30m to the right where the channel 
comes in close but not a lot of rip. The writer says he and his mate fished there and caught 45 
snapper and two kingfish in two hours. I can only assume it was in the days when there was no 
bag limit and you could take snapper at 25cm. This is a great little book for the novice fisho if you 
can locate it. 

Now to a bit of useless info about sharks. Did you know that unlike most fish, sharks can't swim 
backwards and each year more people die of coconuts dropping on their heads than from shark 
attacks. Some sharks give birth to live young while others lay eggs in leathery shells. And a shark 
anecdote....In 1949 a lady was swimming in Oz when a shark attacked her and tore off her 
forearm. She managed to escape to the beach and while she was in hospital she got an unusual 
gift. The shark had been caught, cut open, and inside was her hand, still wearing her treasured 
gold ring. The ring was given back to her but she had to wear it on the other hand of course. 

So after that riveting info it must be joke time. 

What's the definition of a fisho? A jerk at one end of a line waiting for a jerk on the other end. 

Ok fishos, that's all for now. 

Keep cheerful and the fishing will improve!      Cheers Winnie.



Music classes 
 at laingholM & Parau. 

Do you want to improve your child's 
coordination, reading and maths skills? 

Enrol them in Music Classes in Parau and 
Laingholm. 

Piano, Guitar, Ukulele and Music Theory. 
For Fun, Multisensory,  

Multiple Learning Styles and more music fun. 
Music Makes Intelligent Children. 

Enrol now.  
Contact Ms Heather on 027 513 8141.
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Our usual children’s activities are back after the school holidays, no need to book, drop in 
for:  

Monday 6, 13, 20, 27  3.30 – 4pm  After school Uke sessions with Mark. 

Wednesday 1,8,15, 22,29  3.30 – 4.30pm After school Lego club. 

Wednesday 1,8,15,22,29  9.30 – 10am Rhymetime morning session of dance, bubbles 
and more, ideal for 18+ months. 

Titirangi Library offers a home delivery service – if you or someone you know are unable 
to visit a library due to mobility, access or other special circumstances, we have 
volunteers who can collect and deliver items to your home.  Monthly book selection, 
delivery and pick-up, free service.  For more information contact the library 817 0011 or 
email us titirangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Waitakere Forest and Bird 2023 Lecture Series: Thursday 16th November 7.30 pm  

Erica Hendrikse –The Great Pest Genome Treasure Hunt
 One way to improve and refine our pest control efforts is to more deeply understand our invasive 
species. Erica Hendrikse, a scien st with Landcare Research, will talk about an ambi ous research 
project that looks into the genomes (DNA) of rats, stoats and possums, trying to iden fy their Achilles’ 
heels. This research aims to iden fy new pest control tools that are highly pest specific. Come and hear 
about this ground-breaking research ini a ve that could one day transform pest management.

Venue: Ranui Community Centre 474 Swanson Rd, Ranui. 
Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards.  
Free but koha appreciated to cover hall hire. 
For further information ph Liz 0274 762732, lizanstey@hotmail.com
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Austin A50 1955 – 56 goes well as can be expected for a 15 year old.  Can pull a ½ yard of wet 
builder’s mix comfortably with 3 bags of dry cement in boot and one perspiring passenger alongside 
(alongside the driver that is).  Clean and tidy inside and out (no spiders).  Since I only need local 
transport for work and the wife, bless her, will let me use her car when it snows – will swap (the car 
that is) for good motorcycle or exchange scooter plus cash or sell for $325 to pay for the bus fares 

April 1971

MEMORIES

The following is an excerpt from a letter from Mrs McKenzie to a class at Laingholm School:- 

“My name was Grace Laing before I was married and my Great – grandfather and his family were the 
first settlers in Laingholm.  His name was John Laing and he came from Scotland in the ship “Jane 
Gifford” in the 1840’s.  Their house was near the beach and was on the hill near where Western Road 
now is.  Where the hall is (refers to the old Beach Hall. ed) was a woolshed.  They had quite a lot of 
sheep and would bale the wool to send to the city.” 

From Laingholm School 25th Jubilee booklet.

EXCERPTS FROM EARLY SCHOOL LOG NOTES

19-11-64

Today marked the first issue of the school and locality newspaper “Roundabout”.  This is a 
trial issue and with support could grow into a major for the school. F.2. will supply the 
editors.

A policeman radio’s in to headquaters. 

“Hello, is that you, Sarge?” 

“Yes, go ahead.” 

“We have a case here. A woman has shot her husband for stepping on the 
floor she had just mopped clean.” 

“Have you arrested the woman?” 

“No Sir, the floor is still wet!” 
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Students atም‘TheGreatest LittleSchool inምtheUniverse’ምwill reachtheምstars.

November’sምPhotoGallery 

Year6Camp-2023

Laingholm Primary School,  ’The Greatest Little School in the

Universe’  will be celebrating its 75th Jubilee in . 

The celebrations will take place around the Matariki holiday

weekend with events running from to

. 

If you would like to help, or register your interest in the

Jubilee, please e-mail the school on

office@laingholm.school.nz.

cabins. Then we settled down for dinner where we had a plate of

yummy nachos. After that we roasted marshmallows on the fire and

then headed off for bed. 

The next day we had lots of fun activities planned for us such as tent

pitching, old school games, made damper on gas stoves and sports

activities, on Thursday bigfoot adventures came and did our activities

we did archery, rock climbing, bivy building and disc golf. 

Then it was Friday, the last day at camp, we tidied up our bunkrooms

and had breakfast for the last time at camp. Then before we knew it, 

we were back at school so tired we were sleeping on the floor then

our parents had to pick us up witch they weren't happy about, and

that’s year 6 camp done year 5s next. 

On the afternoon of 17 October 2023, all the Year 6 students departed

school with Miss Bowater, Mr. Cox and Mrs. Walsh along with lots of

parents for Houghton’s Bush Camp, due to return on 20 October 2023, 

after an action-packed 4 days and 3 nights at camp. 

Arriving at about 4:00 PM, the students all quickly found their rooms

and had an out of bounds walk. After dinner, they had a campfire and

toasted marshmallows, while some students got ready for bed. 

The next day was amazing with fun activities such as outdoor games, 

old-fashioned games, tent pitching, gas stove cooking, etc. That night, 

we had a special surprise: the Burma Trail, where we walk into a

bush, holding onto a rope as a guide without torches. 

Finally, Bigfoot Adventures joined with a new set of activities: Archery, 

Rock Climbing, Bivvy Building, and Disc Golf. 

On the last day, everybody packed up, ready to return to school. We

certainly had a fun time! 
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09-818 3012 
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Coffee and Company
Starting October 10th  

At 9:30 AM 
At Laingholm Baptist Church 

All ages welcome to join us. 
Mums with babies to Retired
Drop by and join us
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HUIA FIRE BRIGADE WELCOME NEW RECRUITS 

Recently the Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade welcomed 
some incredibly special visitors from the Huia 
Playgroup. With the visit taking place during school 
holidays, we hosted our highest attendance with over 
30 children attending.  

Station Officer Steve supported by Qualified 
Firefighters Sarah & Dan; ran the kids through the 
Firewise program. The kids got to understand why the 
fire siren goes off and what we often respond to.  

Of course (and let’s not kid ourselves here) after all the 
talking the real excitement started when Huia 721 
came out with the siren and beacons going.  

The kids got to have a go in the fire truck, listen to all the radio chatter from Firecomms and of 
course the fire hose came out and the kids got to have a go putting our a “Fire”.  

The photo above is QFF Sarah showing one of our smallest supporters how to do it. You couldn’t 
have a better mentor and you never know; we may be seeing a photo of a future firefighter here. A 
special thank you to Emma and Helen from the Huia Playgroup for organising this. As well as to 
Vero Insurance, Fonterra & Te Aka Whai Ora who (as employers) support our volunteers by 
allowing them to take part in these community activities.  

For those that are interested, the Huia Playgroup is run every Friday at the Huia Hall from 10am. 
New members are always welcomed and most of the fire brigade’s members children have gone 
through this vital community group which provides a connection to local kids and support to local 
families and whanau. 
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SANTA RUN 2023  

Keep the Date!!!!! 

The Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade will be 
taking Santa around the Cornwallis, Huia 
and Little Huia are on Sunday 10th 
December.  

The brigade will start from the Huia Fire 
Station at 10am and head straight to 
Cornwallis. Follow us on our Facebook page 
as we will go live during the Santa run to let 
you know where he is. Listen out for the 
siren and the music.  

Please come out and see us, say hello, and take a photo with Santa as we take him right through 
our communities.  

CAR FIRE WHATIPU ROAD 

Unfortunately, after a day spent at Whatipu Beach a 
group of people were heading back to Huia on Whatipu 
Road when their vehicle caught fire.  

The remote area with unreliable cell phone coverage 
made it difficult to call 111. However once alerted, the 
brigade responded ensuring the fire had not spread 
into the surrounding vegetation. The photo shows QFF 
Sarah putting out the fire with DCFO Rene overseeing 
the operation.  

Nga Mihi 
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HomeMade at Work

A large team often meet at the Laingholm Baptist Church to cook a 
large batch of frozen meals for the community.  

This is a vital ministry of the church to the surrounding areas, usually 
on a as need is known about basis but at this time of stress for all of 

CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISEMENTS

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 

Ladies,Mens, Mending, Repairs, 

40 years experience. 

Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505

WE NEED YOUR CANS 
Your aluminium cans are 
useful to us 
Please  put them in the bin beside t 

Laingholm Fire Station. 

The cans are recycled and the 

money raised helps to fund the 

Laingholm Fire Brigade’s 

Medical First Response  Work.

TRANSPORT TO MEDICAL FACILITIES 
St John West Auckland Free Health Shuttle

(Donations welcomed to help cover costs) 
Phone 0800 925 2672

For Waitakere Hospital or any West Auckland medical 
related appointments commencing between 9.30 am and 

1.15 pm - door to door service.

Hospital Shuttle 
For Greenlane, Auckland and North Shore Hospitals 

Phone 0800 809 342 
Pick up and drop off at the Titirangi bus stops

COM M UNITY NOTICE BOARD 

Laingholm Baptist Church 
1 Victory Road 

Sunday Service time: 10 am 
Youth: 6.45- 9 pm, during term time. 

Church Ph.: 09-817-4323 
Youth & Children’s Pastor: 

Alison Diprose 021 141-1483 

Other Activities see:
http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/ 
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reillyelectrical@actrix.co.nz 

Noema 2023/Putanga 58/09 


